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Attached hereto is a Joint Report dated January 13 ji > 1949, of 
a Subcommittee of the Committee on Foreign Relations and Investigations 
Subcommittee of the Committee on Expenditures in the Executive Departments 
relating to a series_of hearings on the activities of the Voice of America. 

\b noted on page eight of this report concerning the operations 
of th^/antemational Broadcasting Division the following comments concerning 
the bureau; "The requirement of^ublic^aw 402 that all employees have a 
IBI investigation understandably resulted in a elovdng up of the recruiting 
and processing of employees; and, therefore, IBD has not acquired its full 
complement of personnel. The priority for clearances by FBI was naturally, 
first, for persons on the pay roll (regular employees) and, second, new 
applicants." ■ 1 
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night, a simultaneous and continuous program in English was beamed to all three 
Areas, with bulletins inserted every hour on the hour m French, German, and 
Italian and bulletins every hour on the half-hour in Spanish and Portuguese At 
3 30 a m November 3, the European service became a rotation of 15-ramute 
programs m Rumanian, Bulgarian, Czech and Slovak, Polish, Russian, Slovene 
and Serbo-Croat, Greek. Hungarian, French, German, Italian, and English 

Other than returns, the election broadcasts included a vast amount of back¬ 
ground material, moat of it written m advance Two of the advance‘scripts were 
entitled “If Truman Wins” and “If Dewey Wins ” The one on Mr Truman 
was used immediately after the bulletin announcing that Mr Dewey had con¬ 
ceded Cables from all parts of the world have been received praising the elec¬ 
tion broadcasts , , . 

In general, recent cables from the field, reports from foreign correspondents 
and visitors from abroad, letters from listeners, and reaction to the broadcasts 
by the Communist press and radio attest to the increasing effectiveness of the 
programs and to a widening audienoe 

A recent letter from a listener in Hong Kong said, “Your news broadcast is 
very clear, concise, and accurate, very much unlike the Moscow scheme 1 can 
sav that your program has gamed more friends at this part of the world than the 
China Aid Act ” A recent United Press dispatch from Berlin reported that 
Amenoan broadcasts have “Taken 80 percent of the Berlin listening public away 
from Soviet-operated Radio Berlin” Recent reports from Russia estimated 
that more than half of the owners of radios listened regularly to the Voice of 
America The Russian listeners were reported especially impressed by the elec¬ 
tion coverage because it was not all proadmmistration 

The Communist-controlled press and radio of the Soviet Union and the satel¬ 
lite countries have stepped up their efforts to counteract and discredit the Voice 
of Amenoa and what it is saying They are especially sensitive to programs 
comparing conditions m free countries With those behind the iron curtain 
Radio Moscow recently broadcast a commentary entitled The False Story of 
the Voice of America It said in part “The Voice of America is broadcasting 
false reports on American living standards, the Voioe of America is silent on the 
faot that the prices of commodities are constantly being reduced and the actual 
income of the workers ever increased in the Soviet Union The Voice of America 
also spoke of the short working hours in the United States but was silent on the 
fear of unemployment There is no fear of unemployment in the Soviet Union 
Another, on November 25, said that the Voice of America is trying to tempt 
people with the story that American farmers are prosperous, but that m reality 
farm lands are gradually being taken over by the “bankers and monopolistic 

eajjntaliBts intendfld tQ convey the impression that the Voice of America ib operat¬ 
ing at maximum effectiveness, considering the gravity of the international situa¬ 
tion and the potential influence this weapon can wield However, we look to real 
progress as new employees report for duty and planned expansion is accomplished 
and, in turn, the relay bases under way increase our signal strength 

Changing international events likewise often necessitate changes in plans and 
patterns, and there must be awareness of the necessity of flexibility m the fast- 
moving media operations of the Office of International Information 
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January 28 , 1 9h9 

Ur. ToIson 



Reference isjnade to the memorandum flroa Mr* Glavln to Mr# 

Tolson, dated January 26, 19h9, w hich stat ed that report of a Sub¬ 
committee of the_ Committee on Foreign Relations and. Investigations 
SubcoHuttee of We Committee on Expe nditur es in the Execut ive Departm ents 
co ntained a statement Wat'the FBI invest igations condufi-fecf"iSSerBBlic Ipn 


Ur. QuriiST 
wr. Hsrbo 
Ur. Hsroion 
Ur. P«Bnln 
Ur Quinn Tumi 


Tori 




U02 resulted in aslowing up of the recruiting and proces sing,of employees 
^TTEa, tharefora, tSejS EaaUdnal Srm&ggteBB. JSf&LP 8 - 

partment has not acquired its full complement of personnel* 

„ ,!*.****&<. t m M ■ w*v 

MT* Tolson asked what the facts were and the Director stated "Yes 
let me know* We bught to nail this if it is incorrect*“ 

The purpose of this memorandum is to review the situation concerning 
the Voice of America program* X. 

\S> 

OBSERVATION ON THE ABOVE-MENTIONED REPORT % 

-- yv 

It is to be noted that the statement is not necessarily a criUclag of* ^ 
£he_£BI # The whole paragraph deals with delays which the International Broad- v 
casting Division encountered in recruiting personnel for an expanded program andB vX 
factors which entered into the delays were the necessity for clearing these 
people*which clearance as far as the State Department is concerned, consists 
in referring the cases to the FBI, the FBI investigation, the evaluation of the g 
FBI reports by the State Department after the investigation is con?>leted and thc*j 
administrative processes necessary to hire the individual* Another delaying g v 
factor mentioned is the unavailability of qualified personnel along certain lin^.X^ 

' A very significant poin t .is that tfc.e.phrasqqlogy used, in the regort § 
is not that of either of the aboVe-mentionedJljmg^^Qeal jgP^tt^eg_SsJ>g~^ot 
parTof Ahe.rep^rljaiL those fl ongressinn al ComU tgjgff* The report which occupies 
tEe first 3ftve pages of the pamphlet is very critical of the State Department and 
of certain broadcasts wfaioh the State Department is responsible for* On the other 
hand, the report has good words to say about the State Department and specifically 
mentions the good work done in the presentation to the world of the case involving 
Madam Oksana Kosenkina who jumped from the third floor of the Russian Consulate 
in New York* The phraseology which mentions “understandably resulted in a slowing 
up of the recruiting and processing of employees' 1 is found on page 8 of the 
pamphlet and is the language of Mr* Lloyd A* Lehrbas, Director of the OffSb^W 5 
International Information of the STATE DEPARTMENT. /£?// - f q- 

* dr i 

This report is the State Departments sfcoxK of the develops 
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operation of the International Broadcasting Division. The above information 
is set forth in order to explain, first that/the phraseology is not necessarily 
critical of the FBI and second it is not the phraseology of the Joint Committee 
but is -what might be termed an alibi of the State Department to the Joint 
^Committee* 

PRESENT STATUS OF THE PROGRAM 

As of January 27, 191+9, we have received from the State Department 
2,637 requests for investigations under the Voice of America Program. Of this 
number we have couple ted and sent to the State Department 2,1+91 investigations. 
We have pending at the present time 12+6 investigations. THESE FIGURES SHOW VERY 
DEFINITELY THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO DELAY OF ANY SUBSTANTIAL NATURE ON THE PART OF 
THE FBI IN FULFILLING ITS RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THIS PROGRAM. 

TIME REQUIRED TO COMPLETE VOA INVESTIGATIONS 

I It is 1+2 day s. We have not always, however, been able to complete these 

|investigations in that length of time. As you know, public Law 1+02 was passed 
fin January, 191+8, and it required that all persons presently employed on the 
VOA Program had to be investigated by the FBI within six months. It was 
estimated by the State Department that there would be 1,091; employees already 
on the rolls and that in addition to that there would be an additional 1,000 
investigations referred to the FBI before June 30, 191+8. It was agreed that we 
would attempt to complete the applicant investigations, that is investigations 
jof persons not already on the State Department*s rolls, within 30 days." It was 
also agreed that we would attempt to complete the investigations of persons 
already on their rolls within 60 days and to have all of these completed within 
the six months statutory dead line, namely July 27, 191+8. 

With regard to the applicants, we have never been able, as a general 
rule, to complete these investigations within 30 days. As above stated, we are 
completing them within 1+2 days. The main reason for the 1+2-day period is the 
inability of the Washington Field Office to procure the results of necessary 
checks of other Government intelligence agencies on these individuals, such as 
the Civil Service Commission, ONI, IDA and the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 

We did complete the investigations of all employees which had been 
referred to us by the July 27 dead line, but admittedly the State Department was 
not able to refer many of the employee investigations to us prior to that date 
and as a matter of fact we are stall getting from the State Department forms 
which indicate that the individual is an applicant but which when analyzed reveal 
that they are employees and have been for a long period of time. 
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Mr. Ladd 

STEPS TAKEN TO AVERT CRITICISM OF THE FBI BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT 


When it became apparent that the State Department was falling down 
on its responsibility of referring these cases to the Bureau promptly we wrote 
Mr, peurifoy a letter on August 6, 19U8,-and pointed out that we had completed 
the investigations of all the employees which had been referred to us in time 
to have them done by July 27 and by letter dated August 13? 19^8, Mr* Peurifoy 
wrote as followsj 

«The Bureau is to be commended on its excellent performance and 
I wish to personally congratulate you on the efficient service in completing 
this program in accordance with the agreement vfhich was stated in your letter 
of March 13, 19U8. Tour further help in giving priority to those cases more 
recently submitted is sincerely appreciated# 

W I am fully aware of the burden that this tremendous number of 
investigations placed on the Bureau during the past few months and fully 
appreciate the fact that without your marvelous performance and the hard work 
of your agents which far exceeded the normal duty requirements, it would not 
have been possible for the Department to comply with these provisions of Public 
Law i;02,” 

DELAY ON THE PART OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT IN GETTING THE VOA PROGRAM GOING 

Despite the fact that the Law was passed on January 27, 19^8, we 
did not receive any requests from the State Department until SSarch 22, 19i|8 
at which time we received a request for eight investigations# By May 5, 19h8, 
we had received requests for 711 investigations despite the fact that all of 
the employees, 1,094 j had to be investigated by July 27# By May 20, we had 
received 1,091 requests, of which only 72 £ were employees* 

Despite this delay on the part of the State Department in getting the 
requests to us promptly we were able to advise Mr* Peurifoy on August 6, 19^8, 
that the investigations of all incumbents had been completed and sent to the 
State Department# 

CONSTANT CRITICISM FROM CHARLES Y^THAYER. INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING DIVISION OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT 


From the very inception of this Program, it has been apparent that the 
requirement for FBI investigations of applicants for positions on the VOA Program 
has not met with the approval of Mr* Charles ?/• Thayerjthe Head of the 
International Broadcasting Division of the State Department in New York* The 
probable reason for this will be referred to later in this memorandum. 

As early as May 11, 19^8, Thayer, while engaged in a conversation with 
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Mr* Ladd 

an individual over the telephone, stated that the FBI was "hamstringing'' the 
VQA Program, because we were not completing the investigations within 30 days* 

It was evident that Thayer did not know the true facts in the situation or 
else he was prejudiced against the Bureau because, as above reflected, on May 
11 , 1948, we had had practically none of the cases for a period of 30 days* 

The next criticism by Thayer occurred on October 6, 1 948, when as a 
result of an interview vdth him he was quoted in the New York Herald Tribune 
as stating that "in its search for able staff workers who know Russia and central 
Europe, the International Broadcasting Division is handicapped since the FBI 
takes from three to six months to clear an applicant*" 

We protested this irresponsible statement to Mr. Peurifoy on October 
13, 1948, and on October 20, 1948, Mr* peurifoy answered stating that Mr* ftiayer 
had been mis-quoted in the Herald Tribune and then continued, "As I wrote you 
on August 13, the Department has every reason to be grateful for the splendid 
example of cooperation shown by the FBI in making the field investigations 
required under the Smith-Mundt Act of all personnel working on that program. 

I have not been aware of any undue delays in the required investigations since 
that time* 

"I have discussed this matter with Mr* Thayer's superiors and I trust 
that there will not be occasion in the future for further protest." 

It is to be noted that this letter from Mr. Peurifoy is dated as late 
as October 20, 1948* 

It is to be noted that Mr* Lehrbas' report which refers to delay in 
the FBI handling the investigations was dated December 3, 1948 and purports to 
cover a period of from June 1 to December 1, 1948* Our records show that as of 
December 10, 1948, we had received 2,4f?0 cases and had pending 202 investigations. 


PROBABLE REASONS FOR THAYER'S DISLIKE FOR FBI INVESTIGATIONS 

By and large the most disreputable group of individuals that this Bureau 
has ever been called upon to investigate from an applicant standpoint are those 
who have been either employees or applicants for employment on the VGA Program* 

Our files are replete with instances of individuals who were totally unfit for 
|employment, either for loyalty, security or moral reasons* 

One of the classic examples of these people is Charles 1ST* Thayer, the **Y' 
individual above-mentioned* It is interesting to note in this connection that ^ 
we have never been requested to investigate Mr* Thayer, despite the fact that N 
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he holds a very important position in the VOA Program, but information reflecting 
on his character has been obtained as a result of another investigation* It 
involved that of ! I In conducting the investigation of this employee 

it was noticed that she was absent from work for an extended period of time. The 
investigation revealed that the reason for her absence was pregnancy! 



]~ She declined to identify the father of 
iJ.'Inayer has admitted that he is the father 


U1B L1111U, UUHUVOT, UUl UUtPIS g 

of her illegitimate child despite the fact that he is a marrie d manw ith three 
children* He also admitted to State Department officials that | | IS HIS 
^PERSONAL PHYSICIAN. - 

A detaile d memorandum is pr esently being prepar ed concerning the b7C 
situation involving ] | Charles W* Thayer an<[ 

CONCLUSION 


There is no doubt that time is expended in conducting investigations 
and evaluating these investigations of people who are being considered for the 
VOA Program. There is no doubt that individuals were they hired without any 
investigation could be hired more expeditiously and if that is what is meant by 
Mr. Lehrbas* language stating that there is an understandable delay as the result 
of the necessity for the FBI to conduct investigations than it is not felt that 
we have any quarrel with the report but if on the other hand the report means 
that the FBI, by reason of an unwarranted delay in conducting the investigations 
referred to it is holding up the VOA Program, then there is every reason to 
protest* 

0 

It is to be noted that we are affording these VOA investigations 
every priority and unless the requirement for making security checks is waived 
and it is not seen how it could be waived, in view of Executive Order 983£> 
it is impossible to speed up these investigations* Tftien the State Department 
indicates a particular urgency with regard to any case, we have gone so far 
as to order tiie investigation by telephone or teletype in order to complete 





Mr. Ladd 
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it more promptly. The field has been orderd to give these investigations 
priority. 

RECOMMENDATION 


It is reconmended that this matter be discussed -with appropriate 
officials of the State Department to ascertain exactly -what the extent of the 
language above-mentioned is and that they be requested to clarify the language 
so that any ambiguity will be removed and that they will be forced to state 
just exactly what they mean since it appears that they have rendered a report 
to a Congressional Committee which is susceptible to the interpretation that 
the FBI has delayed the VOA Program even though they use the word n understandably’ 1 
in referring to the delay. 


If the State Department will not clarify this language in writing 
then it is recommended that we lodge a formal protest with that Department 
concerning this matter. 
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DATE 




' t 

I r/itf* 


With reference to the Director’s comment as 1 to whether mayor 
should have been referred to the FBI for investigation under this Act, 


Ur. Haniot T 
Mr. Paiuiln|ton 
ur Quinn tww 

t«l». Kooa \ 

^ oTItoitot that Section 1001 of ^blic 
li02, 80th Congress, specifically requires that all P e3 P°*f 
on the Voice of America Program must be investigated mr the FBI with the . 
exception of persons appointed by the President with ttee advice and consent o 

the Senate• \ 


Mr, Roach of the liaison Section, during the pourse of a discussion 
of this matter with Assistant Secretary Peurifoy, was informed by Ur. Peurifoy 
that he did not know why the FBI had not been requested/ to investigate 'mayor 
but that he intended to look into the matter and would \advise Mr. Roach in the 
near future. 

This matter is being followed by Mr. Roach wlti^Mr. peurifoy. 

to*, \f^_360035_J 

RETOd^ 1 -fr B I 
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r; f ; 23 i 
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VOICE OF AMERICA FKUUKAM .. 1 * *-■*•' Vr< 

- 

Reference is made to Mr. Rosen’s memorandum to you dated February 2,g BSrj^ 
19h9 setting forth the results of Mr. Roach’s discussion with Mr. John E. 


Q — — — -— -- Telo room_ 

Feurifoy, Assistant Secretary of State, during which conversation t Uiis Oandy 

Mr. P eurifo y informed Mr. Roach ^that }^__ijitended_ toeheck into the matter to 
deterndne^whY the State Department had~not requested an investigation of Charles W. 
Thayer;—THen HgacjoFj^g^ d^qn th i¥~matter tejatatingj “Keep 9U top of this. 

MSkeTa most thorough irrvestj^on^ o£JTk§y§r. H.“ \ J 

j fir. Roach has learned today that Mr. P eurifoy_passed the ma tter down t o 
•Mr.'Donald L. Nicholson,, Chief, Security Division, State Department/'tojetermipe 
why Thayer’s c/fl? hid HflVftr an&njPXeHrt q~£ 5i03iireau. Mr* Nicholson advised 

Mr. Roach that Thayer* according to the Legal Division of the State Department, is 
j exempt from investigation under the Voice of America program and that, therefore, 
j a request will not be made of the Bureau to conduct of him. 

a • The State Department draws this conclusion when reading that portion of 

’> .* the act that jjag g l tAi those cTn f&W'by'the - 

/SenatTneed not be investigated. They apply this exemption to Ihayerj,,^foreign 

servIce'’*ofHofir7 who'‘^^d7~^^e time of receiving his appointment as a career P r/ 
^ foreign Service officer, get a White House appointment which was later confirmed g v < 
by tte Senate. Mr. Nicholson informed Mr. R oas.h_ that_.ifl. hjfljtfaor rt 

/is a mere teclmicalT^uponwHch“theS/ate_ Department, ^standing Jwb ,t&At k sX> 

' N apparentlyJM£i:epl ti iOSSHSn^Od^ reasons,unknown to him they dojjot g A 
desire to send the Thayer case to us* Mr. Nicholson informed Mr. Roach, hcwever, g \ 
that upon further check it had been determined that Thayer 1 s loyalty, form waa nav<yr ' 
sent to the Bureau f or reasons unknown to h im but that he is now having a fori p ^ 
made up and sent to the Bureau,-Progcaa* Mr* Ntoiplgp n^t atr 0 .. t ffgt ; 
t> pefKa pg ir ^e Bure au liiay .find.aana. derogatory, inf gr,matioaJn its files whicji.woulcg ^ 
necessitate"opening a full field loy alty case on Thayer . It w ( oqld in effect placed 
Thay^ underAveiti gati on'/Although" not under the Voice of America program. 

With reference to the Voice of Ameri ca program and the-s tatement rec ently 
is sued to a Congre ssiqn^c^nj u ttge.,ly. r SasssBSSSEa? 

under the Voice of America program were ne cessaOTly.bejxig ‘held^ p in view of the 
rqquirQ&er^ of jpe rsons--ufcdiw^ -inves .big. 8&S& J&^OSET^^ 

discussed this matter with Mr. Donald L. Nichdson it with 

Mr. Lehrbas. At this time M r. Lehrbas stated that-he had no/nt^tipr^feq ^ dis yedit 
t he Bureau in con junction.-Wi lh^^^ the only flfiflSse of 

s tatement concerning the /a 

/ co mmittee that “any investigative process ^equi rsi ^ . time.** He ,fu ^h^^t ated that (UJ 
{ the word “clearance* 1 was”17a5ly^chSen~as he Mil«knewTtiJat trie 1 ghregu ,dpeg^jot 
v — ni^ar anyone !or "employment. 1 "l&.^ii hr^as"~st'ateH'' Dhat "He - wou ld be glaffHio “gtra iSnyv, fl 

A+,+,nf»hm«iTh ' . A ft a. (C\ I nK fl /i AX} 


the word “clearance** was badly chosen as he 


:or emt 


.oyment. j 
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"out the record 11 by means of a_formal letter to^the^Bur£au* (s-0^) 

Mr, MI.Qhols on informed Mr , Roa ch that...t^is,.,lg r ^tgx ,,be§fi .in 

his office and would b§.Xj^ihcoming ta thft^UfA9.U io to wax fut^e* fbis matter 
<iUTe"lb'i'Iawed"anH'Vou will be informed when the letter in question has been 

wved, 

ADDENDUM 2 - 9 - 14 ?) There is attached the letter from the State Department 

above referredNip* 


hAT<*s>-' 


<*-• 







e efrop^r 


*>• At 


RECORDED'• 100 


3^03’j ' 


cc f* Messrs« 


Me* tork 




'Gum 

Director, FBI *0**, 

✓;** 

H, , -t:*I' * TO-TKp 
Security V&tter - C 



Baumgardn er 

*3 ‘ * 




February lo, V$ 9 



teeU-:* 1 ' ^ u ' v * m 


you are instructed to conduct a thorough but discreet investigation 
cr th^ captioned Individual who is presently tho head of the , f u 

rroaoca&tin^ Division of the State Department (Voice oi America) in New for* -1W* 

Iho Bureau records reflect the following iteas of 'nformation: 

(1) Thayer was born February 9$ 19X0, *1 Villanova, Pennsylvania. m* wan 
educated at St. Paul's School and the United States HUHary *ca«w from 
.hart »* was graduated in ly 13. Ho was appointed cler* in cm African 
ynjjaey in ‘Moscow In 193&; Vice Consul, Maorlcan »nse/ in Howw, lv37 ? 

Vico consul, American rJ^aacy in Berlin, 1937* Vico Consul ui 

ana Third Secretary and Vice Consul, American Ambasay, London, 19k 3 ^.etached b7D 
aa secretary to Secretariat, European Advisory Commission, l?ii^-lyhk). M- 
was on furlough for military service in horld XI In Whl. In 19M * 
a-pointed Acting Oief the International Broadcasting p^viedon oi 
the information ana Educational Exchange* Department of Stater*a®Win«,ton^ 

r. c. (World Biography, 19U8) ‘‘ ^ 


bl 

b2 

b7C 



The rofister of State Department Foreign Service officers 'reflects 
further that Thayer has served in Korea, Kabul, and on August')/, 19U6, 
>.*. wrs detailed tr the "ar College In *a»hington, P. C, 
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tr Tolson_ 

\r Clegg_ 
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tr Roson_ 
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dr. Kofbo_ 
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"TPL 

m Thar.r in the poet h«c l>a«t oh# of thr incftyidtt»le who WM.» ^ 5 
critical ©f the Bureau in connection with the handling of the mca of 
America program. Kuch of hie criticise has been misleading and untrue* 

In on* case it has been necessary for the Bureau to wake a formal protest 
tc the State Department because of publicity emanating from that Department 




The Bureau has subsequently received information t 'oa a moat confidential 
source that Charles W. Thayer hae admitted to certain rtflclala within the 
State Department that he is the father of | IllleKitigate child# 

In this connection he hae further admitted that Dr. ___|ia hfa 

poroottal uh> aician and tnat he made the arrangements to have ^_| 

attended by | ~~| 

Tour attention is specifically directed to Bureau latter of February y, 
iyl*y? « copy of which was furnished t o -the fta ehin^ton Field* instructing that a 
security investigation be conducted of l l It is expected that you 

will correlate the Information obtainsd in the investl&ation of both these cases* 

♦Tou are instructed to develop full background information on Thayer 
and conduct s thorough but discreet investigation of his character, loyalty, and 
activities* It is not believed desirable that a neighborhood investigation be 
conducted and it is expected that you will exercise due caution in ell contacts 
fcada during the course of this investigation in order to avoid any eufcarressoent 
or repercussions to the Bureau. All information which hae been obtained fro* 
confidential informants ahoula, of course, be reported* The Bureau does not 
desire that any information set forth in items 2 and 6 above appear in any report 
unless such information is developed through the investigation* 

This report must be very carefully prepared and the Identities of all 
individuals and organisations mentioned therein must be explained* Proper caution 
should be exorcised to adequately protect any and all confidantial Informant*# 

This report should bo in the hands of the Bureau no later than April 2, 19it9. 

(As of February 16, 1 9U9, the loyalty form which Mr* J-icholson 
advised JSr. Roach was being prepared by the State Dept, had not 

as yet been received at the Bureau.) 
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STANDARD FOAM NO 64 


.. 

Office Memorandum • Vdnited stwes government 


T0 * Director, FBI 


; SAC, Washington Field Office 

SUBJECT; CHARLES vVbi^KLSR ^tiATER 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


Rebulet February 18, 1949' 


date March l4j 1949 


Declassify ohkOADR 
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_Exact Spelling Searoners 

__All References Initial.^ 

_Subversive Ref Date^, 

_.Main File 

__Restricted to Locality of 


SERIALS 






.E xaot Spelling Searchers 

,__All Beferences Initial^ 

_Subversive Bef Date ^ 

-Main File 

_JSestrioted to Locality of 













CONrtHNTlAL 

Memorandum • 'united states government 


Direotor, FBI 

OM <o<^c, York 


r 


DATE 


March 25, 1949 


QlT ___ rT . ’CHARLES WHEELER THAOTU 
subject. ggQ^jYj MATTER ~ C 





Rebulet, 2/18/49. - - DeclaSSj 

The following checks were made, but no information waa available 



concerning subject* 




CULT, - Hew Tork City 
”1-2 4'ltar lork City .— 

Confidential Informants! 

01 yil Service Commission^ 

. or a. m.. or 




: 



a review or me iia«b via. ***** «<*** ~- 

Sinfornation concerning subject other than the fact tb.t«U thi.^d 

^subject telepbonically oontaoted SAI Z3 q. tblBQt asked f 

'°ls liaison between this office andtheStateDep^-ent. Subject a.kedL^-^- 

fwRin^ that he ^d to h“e on. ticket i-edl.tly inasmuch as the b7C 

organisation entitled, ojlhfab™ 

■duiJlioate tickets made, t0 ..cure a ticket at 1 AM, subject 

«lth^M. SnueS! ke^v?org^“ion is reported to be spti-Cc-nni.t 

sHSE: ssssezpsggz 

_ national Council of the Arts, Scientists and Professions. 

Refere nced letter that the information ****«&£* 


investigation of[ 


UBIbVU «U«b — -- r», 

]be correlated with instant investigawm. 

»• -Sk: srfsgsiss vrxz » 

’ other than that set out in referenced letter* 



forwarded to the Bureau, 
association of subject wit 

m View of Bureau instructions on page 2 paragraph 6, no interview* 

, . .wi followInk individuals at the State Department 

SSaSrs s o- 

will not learn of the BureaOTf j^terast in the matter, P 

oct. Washington Field RK0WJ5O - fig 

_ 

S&&* 3 - 


. A. 


Vii-.'MdPvS^-fp 




S^FI&^TlALt' 


5 MAH 





Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-93766 


i 




By letter dated Mari 
fice furnished the names of] 


>an the Washington Field 


IA view of instructions in referenced letter the Bureau i* 
tn advise whether or not the above mentioned individuals should be interviewed, 
bearing in mind the possibility that subject may learn of the investigation 
after the interviews are conducted* 


Ho report ia being submitted at thiatUae since no information is 
available in New York; at present* 
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• 115 

i# 100 * 36003 $ — 
:\ 0 9 New York 

PI r* cto t $ I’"’! 


April 12, 1?J*9 


?} \*v :> jz:t f r *n n w ft 

7 CTO 'T > ’?T7l - C 
*Vw York H 1c 1 0-93766 



Iteforenoo ia *We to New York loi ter dated Parch 2$ $ and the 

rojort of Special Agent] ]dated April 1, 191*9$ et tfatongton, 

1 * * 


b7C 


In view of the infoimtien which hea been developed by the Vtoahinpto 
: irld Office 5n to» case, the Bureau does not desire that additi nal contacts 
be 'We at the- present tine unless such contacts o* so c^ose to the low York oxvj.ee 
that there is absolutely no danger of the investigation bei c uncovered* 


the Ttir^au desires that you immediately submit a closing report 5n this 
ratter, carrying New York as to- -ffli* of Origin. You should show the present 
business and residence addresses of the subject and stt forth the various 
contacts wi/ch you In vs made with negative are suits. 


rt io desired that too report be in the hands of tho farcau no 
'ater than April 19 p 1 9h9* 


co - sYttahington Field 


HTsWMJ 
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SAC, Washington Field 


Iferch 22, 1949 




• t T ”T'"'\pT>’ ct IQ*1 COUiAXNKD 




Director, FBI 

CHARUSS WHEELER THAYER 
SECURITY HATTER - C 

,«ftED ■ 80/ H' - 5 ( 'M ' 3 $ " 

Baurtal Uaroh 18* 1949* In vicw r af the nature of tills 
imrestigatlon, the Bureau does not desire that you contact 
Senator Karl Kfcndt for information concerning Thayer. 




Thayer is the State Department employee responsible for the 
Voice of America Program# He has not been investigation under 
the Loyalty Program or tinder the Voice of America Program. 

The Director desired an investigation of him under the Security 
character# 
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FBI ,r -/wII ywS> 
DI 


3-18-49 

URGENT 


a pm 


CHARLES VHJ, THAYLR, 3ECDRITY MATTER £*3H C. RJ5J1L2P 
FRB^lLuiY EIGHTEEN, FORTYNINE. INFO DEVELOPED TEAT ] 

"IflAY HAVE INFO OF INTEREST CONCERNING SUBJECT, 
BCTEAU REQUESTED TO INFORM THIS ODTICE OF THE ADVISABILITY OF 


BTTEnvrcv/iNG I 


CJNibJP 

100-20364 
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-MO FORM NO 61 



Office Mem m 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


• UNITED oxAiiib GOVERNMENT 

DATE 4-8-49 


V 

V 


GOT HOTTEL, SAC,WASHINGTON FIELD ? ^ Tr;FOR;;W T 0N CONTAINED 


SUBJECT: 


© 

CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


tlEREl 

DAT 


Reference is made to the HUC report of Special Agent [ 
dated April 1, 1949, in the above entitled case. 



For the information of the Bureau and the New York Division, 

I am transmitting herewith described and enumerated below, photostatic 
co pies o f material made available to this office by the source described 
as | | In referenced report* This material is being furnished in the 
event the Bureau desires further investigation of the subject in the 
future* 


1* Report dated July 22. 19AR 


Xfilatinaito subject, made by 

J State Department, Washington, 


unT *—Iii connection wi th this repor t r it is pointed out that this report 
reflects the results of | i nvestigation of the subject until such 

time as he reoeived orders to cease his investigation* According to the 
source which furnished this report, sai d report is unofficial and was 
■written up and maintained by ] l and same will not be found in the 

official files of the State Department. It is to be noted that this report 
was used as a fl ourcn of much of the material appearing in the above referenced 
report of Agent ! l and concerning ce rtain info nnation reports same in 

much greater detail than appears in Ag ent | [ report. Bfo use shouM 

be made of this report of I _b hat might in any way embarrass or/^. 

comprcmise the source from which it uas received* - 


b7D 

Per State 



2. Letter nf Novambfir 17 19/.8 mitten byj 


concerning une subjeciT 


.^3* Memorandum of October 28, 1948, relative to[ 


jg&OjP flraforandum of May 17, 1948, setting forth names of personnel 
American Embassy at Belgrade, Yugoslavia, during 1944 and 1945> during^ 
^hioh time subject was head of the military mission at the Bnbassy there. 

The originals and copies frcm which were made 'photostats 2. 3. and 


b7C 

b7D 


/ 


4, have been returned to the source frcnt which received* A copy of | 
report of July 22, 1948, from which photostats (Item #1) were made, is oeing" 
retained by this office* 

The above material is furnighad^fagr the c iH^)rmation of the Bureau 
and the New York Division, and no uie?*fc 9 ul<F be made of same that might in 
any way embarrass or compromise the source free*'which reoeived* 

CJK/md_ 

^ APR $1949 


h3 


100-20364 ^’'1 
ENCLOSURES 

tolffi-W 


REGIS1 


Ua l&C - 7 

- 42 A APR 8 1949 


■RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


0 \ 






CCNfMNTW: 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORT MAD* AT MAO* 

NEW YORK 4^18-49 

PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MAM 

3/23,25 s 4/18/ 

IMPORT MAOS »Y 

49 1 1 

Tirut | 

CHARLES iTOELER^HAIER „\j*i c/WAltfE 

»r«tUL v-X’ "u J—— 

Ik . W i i" 1 

CHARACTER OF CAM 

s. SE&JRITY MATTER - C 
^_ 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS* , 



Subject resiaes at 131 58 th Street, 

Apt. 5A, NYC and ib presently the head 
of the International Broadcasting Division of the 
State Department (Voice of America) in NYC. Agency 
checks made and informants contacted with negative 


« 

REFERENCE* • 

DETAIIS t v 


Bureau File 100-360035* 

Bureau letter to New York, 4-12-49♦ 



. 


1 * 


Subject is presently the head of the International 
Broadcasting Division of the State Department (Voice 
of America), 250 W« 57th Street, New York City, and 
resides 131 W* 58 th Street, New ferk City, Apartment 5-JU 

The following agencies were oentacted but no information 
was availabl# concerning subjectt 

COPIES DESTROYED 

I 96 FEB 11 1963 

'm iS fZ 

t ■“ / Slvil“ Service Coawdssion, New York City 

CLASS I 
BY DEFAI - 

-BATEi 




BX Bureau 
3 - New York 


cornu of thwmp^RT — ffQ 
% 


'4. 

COPY D* ^ 
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** .1 _^r,nRDF.n-W _ 

]/&?. 'JU* ££! J * /& 

y 34 AFu 1^1949 M 
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NT 100-93766 


The following Confidential Informants advised 
that subject was not known to tfrapn 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO : The Director 

FROM t D. M* Dadd 


DATE: April 20, 19l|9 


SUBJECT! ' CHARLES WHECLiAhAYER 

Foreign Serviod Officer ^ 

U. S. Department of StatS 1 
Washington, D. C. 

LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


HlRPOSEi ^ ^ ^ tha oont6mplatad ao tion in oonneotion with the Loyalty 

case on Thayer* 

BACKGROUND: random to you dated April 27, 1*9, oono.mtag 

the oaptione R d inXudual^der Z characterisation, .-Security totter - 0,« ^ioh 
referenced memorandum is attached* 

RQ0ard in g the statement in my raeraorandum of April 27, 19^9, that Thayer 

exemption was applied to Th y , , offioer by the Whit© House and £} 

srjzsu'z « that this was a ^ 

Zle techToality upon vtoioh the State Department wae standing. ^ S 

Tn Viewer the information developed in the Security investigation 

feasrsa. 1 

Communist sympathizer element in the 05b, I stat68 f rDm Jfthalovioh I 

and was influential in turning the support of Mated State ^ ^ 

to Tito. Thayer was also a close associate of |-I 01 new ** 

determined to have numerous Russian connections. b7c 

st “?„°snrui s£K... r„ n r “ 

ss sr B r.:Smw Si"l;™ ..... * w. «*., ■» »■ 

dona in connection with the VOA Program. . -> / „ „ j ~~ " jj I 1 

_^rn . lift//)/) ^ L t ' ' - VI 
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STANDARD FORM NO 6* 


Office M-emorandum • united states government 


FROM 


SUBJECT. 


TIE DIRECTOR 

i.iR. IADD rVU/ 

CHARLES TOELEK^AYEF 
SECURITY MATTER - C 




April 27, 19U9 


ALL INFCPJ 
HEREIN/!Z 

date^ZL 


Contained 


ur. 

Ut. RosVfi_ 

Ur, Tra®'_ 

Ur, Carson_ 

Ur. Eca n 
Ur. Qurne a 

Ur. Hsrho_ 

Ur Hendo n 
Ur. P«wilngton_ 
Ur. Quinn Taram_ 

Tele. Boon_ 

Ur. N*»«e_ 

Wise Holman_ 

Mias dand y „ 


T Reference is made to jJr. Keayts memorandum to Mr. Ladd dated 

^February 9. 19h9, a dvising that Thayer, as head of the International 
gtfroadcasting Division (Voice of America) of the State-Department, was 
sf allegedly exempt from investigation under the VOA program » 

S Cm service officer in the State Department, Tou made the a 1 
^ jSjg security investigation sl\o\^Ld be made of Thayer.^ ^ 

£ *gP PURPOSE ~ 

/ . The purpose o^tltiOis^^ ^ of the results , of 

{p * the security investigation conducted of Thaye r« 

fa «- 3 Bmgasttf^ r 

ggj a most eircum^ect Miner in view of the basis 4n which tne P 

3 £ g Investigation was conducted and his position and connections within the State § 
^ 0 r.ILo +ml«+ -in nnripr to protect the Bureau’s interest in the matter. The bulK m 
■ the Washington Field Office was obtained ton * 


bment of State who fumishec 


r'ormati on on a mos' 


f investigation has established the following items: 

X n\ ■fhayer served with the office of Strategic Services durin e 
the recenVwar. While stationed at Bari, Italy, he associated wi .. and' 
supported Vie Communist and Communist sympathizer elements m the )SS>, 
v^P^-Titfand allegedly was influential in destroying the - Mihailovich 
Tef JL» and turning the -support of the United States from Mihailovich to 
■Tito. WhileX the '.SsHn Europe he reportedly^ seated with Russians 
and individuals sympathetic to the Communist cause. 


* e ^ 
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b7D 




arrangements 


layer xs the father of an illegitimate child born to 
Jan employee of VO A. In this connection Thayer made the 
£ve the child delivered by Dr | | 


( 5 ) T hayer is u ndoubtedly a homosexual* He has been a very close 
associate of the 'following“indivTcEals'who have' been connected with the 
State Department and who have either admitted their homosexual tendencies 
or have been accused by one another as possessing such tendencies* 

Ihese individuals are as follows: 



This information has been obtained fr om! 1 

.. |of the Department of State* 

| has further made information available which he has obtained 
from an undercover operator of his, used in the investigation of 
homosexuals in the State Department, which undercover operator has 
alleged that Thayer has been found by him in a position wit h , ft noth nr 
man indicating that Ihayer had been engaging in such an act.|_ 








b7C 

b7D 


undercover operator has further stated tnat Thayer has made personal 
advances to him of a nature indicating such proclivities. 


]identity 


must be protected by all means, 
view of the fact that his making the information available places 
position with the State Department in jeopardy and would ruin an 
excellent source of information for the Washington Field Office, 


in 

his 


(6) In connection with the above matter, 
advised that the Division of Security and Investigations was actively 



investigating Thayer because of his homosexual proclivities. Knowledge 
of the investigation by some unknown means came to Thayer, Thayer there- 
|upon went to Charles “Chip” Bohlen, counsel of the State Department, 

Thayer* s brotherin-law, who In turn then allegedly went to'Under b/D Per State 

Secretary of State Robert Lovett complaining of the investigation which 
was being made of i'hayer whereupon Robert Lovett allegedly gave 
instructions to John Puerifoy to cease tire investigation of Thayer, 



(7) lour attention has previously been brought to the news¬ 
paper article appearing in the “Washington Daily News” dated April 22, 
which article reflects that Thayer (erroneously set forth as 
Charles 0* Thayer) was to be replaced in August or September as head of 
the VCA, in addition, the New York Office has just advised that Thayer 
has announced his transfer as head of the Voice of America to a post in 
the U, S, Embassy in Greece. You will recall that Thayer is a Presidential 
ippointee foreign service officer and as such was exempt from investigation 
under the Voice of America program. The reason given for his transfer is 
the expiration of the four-years duty in the continental United States, 
the law requiring such foreign service officers to move to a foreign post 
after this period of domestic duty. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 


(1) The security investigation has been completed in so far as 
commensurate with a discreet investigation protecting the Bureau’s 
in the matter. A great deal of derogatory information concerning 



Km 

Ji* 














information and such information has been suppressed. 

(2) k Loyalty Form on Thayer has been received by the Bureau. 
It is recommended that a loyalty investigation ^eopenedon » 

s“.sr2& sr:jar ‘jst,ssssr 
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/*\ In view of the wealth of derogatory information which was 

Sasrjssffsafts.-srs.'SKiSS. - 

for the investigation* ^ Y 
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ST AND ARP FORM NO 94 


Office Memorandum • united s 

jo / j pi RECTOR, FBI 

GUY HOTTEL, SAC, WASHIHjTON Bmp 


GOVERNMENT 


DATE May 2, 1949 



JBCT. CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


For your information the Washington Paily Hews**, of April 22, 

made by GEORGE 7. ALIEN, Assistant Secretary of State for Public Affairs. 

According to this article, Mr. ALIEN stressed that Mr. THAm, 
whose title is Chief of International Broadcasting, was not being forced 
out^of the job. He explained that according to law, a Foreign Service 
officer can serve only three years in the United S ^Sf R u ^ G ®^ w t ^ rking 
Department grants him a one year extension. "Mr. THAYER is now woncing 
on his one year extension.", Mr. ALIEN said. 
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The above is submitted for your information. 
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GUY HOTTEL, SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 


CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 
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t 


Ti ■<? 

. 

Gomes _ 

i'tr H«rb* —. .. 
Mr Molar . ...... 

I, Mr P«B>iaiiioa ... 
* Mr Q»» » ■ Tk*u».. 

taaa-4s made to the report of Special Agent j H r Mow- 
dated April 1, 1949, at Washington, D.C. 




The following is reported in connection with the 
information appearing in that report as reported under the * " 
symbol s [ | 
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About 10 j30 A.M., December 1, 1948, a man telephoned (he will 
be referred to as Mr.*B*} and asked the undersigned to call at 
his office, stating that he had information which he, Mr. B., 
understood would be of interest. Mr. B. was contacted at his 
office, and he ac knowledged orally that he was the father of 
the child born onF I and that the mother was 
| ~] Mr. B. stated that he decided to disclose 

"his identity inasmuch as the investigation was represented to 
him to be on a security level and not personal. He was assured 
of this and in accordance he requested that his name remain 
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To Director, Charles Wheeler Thayer, Security Matter-C, 4-4-49 


'fenonymous in the general report hut he was willing that his 
name be given to Mr, D. L. Nicholson, Chief, Division of 
Security, Washington, D.C. The understanding is that you 
personally will write a covering confidential report disclosing 
Mr, B f s identity to Mr, D. L, Nicholson. 


b6 
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Mr. B acknowledge d that he had recommended Dr._ 

P"' j Further, he acknowled ged tha t ur. 

1 b6dh MS pdrsoh'51 

time was g iving his shots for his (Mr 
to Europe! [ "" 


bSdh Alh pdrsoh'STl physician and that Dr.[_ 

. hi a.'hAd tv* In 


]at 


to 

KdWS.Rad 

the present 



Mr. B. was never investigated by this Division according to 
the records, probably due to the fact of his former type of 
employment with the government. It is also understood that Mr, 
B. is exempt from the Investigation being conducted at the 
present time by the FBI over certain type of Security Division 
employees. 



This memo was directed by Agent LENNERTS to Mr. R. D* 
CLARK, Special Agent in Charge, Security Division, New York, New 
York. 


Under date of December 2, 1948, Mr. R. D. CLARK, Special 
Agent in Charge, Security Division, New York City, wrote Mr. D. L. 
NICHOLSON, Chief of the Security Division, State Department, 
Washington, D.C. as follows: 


“Confirming our telephone conversation last evening, attached 
herewith please find Special Agent ED”'IN D. LENNERTS 1 report 
dated December 1, 1948 in this matter. The gentleman 
referred to as Mr._ ! B*.in this .cas.e. is CHARLES W, THAYER, 

Acting_ Chief of the' International Broadcasting Division, 
Office of International Information. You will note that the 
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To Director, Charles Wheeler Tnyer, Security Matter-C, 


4-4-49 


"that the term Mr. ’ B 1 was used specifically at Kr. Thayer’s 
request and was agreed to by Agent LEUNERTSwith the distinct 
understanding, however, that his name would be used in any 
manner necessary between yourself and me* 

I might further state that the only persons in this Division 



The above information was secured from a confidential 
source and no use should be made of the above information in 
the form above that might in any way embarrass or compromise 
this source or this office* 
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Tills report should not "be disseminated outside the 
Bureau because of the nature of the information reported 
herein am because of the confidential manner in which it was 
obtained inasmuch as dissemination of this report in the 
form in which it is written may possibly result in extreme 
embarrassment to the confidential sources who made this 
Information available, as well as possible embarrassment to 
the Bureau and to this office. 
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AT WASHINGTON, D. 0* 


According to the Register of the Department of State 
of December 1, 1946, CHARTS WHEELER THAYER was born at 
Villanova, Pennsylvania on February 9, 1910* He graduated 
from the St. Paul School; graduated from the TJ. S. Military 
Academy in 1933; was appointed a Clerk in the American Embassy 
in Moscow March 7, 1934; Foreign Service Officer unclassified, 
Vice Consul of Career and Secretary In the Diplomatic Service 
July 2, 1937; Vice Consul at Moscow July 7, 1937; at Berlin, 
August 26, 1937; Foreign Service School, October 24, 1938; 

Vice Consul at Hamburg April 19, 1939; Third Secretary and 
Vice Consul at Moscow February 3, 1940; at Kabul, February 
7 1942; class eight, October 20, 1942; Third Secretary and 

Vice Consul, London, December 17, 1943 (detailed as Secretary 
to the Secretariat, European Advisory Commission, December 7, 
1943 to July 28, 1944); class seven, July 16, 1944; furlough 
for military service November 26, 1944 — August 8, 1946; 
class six, August 13, 1945; class five, May 19, 1946; to the 
Department and detailed to National War College August. 9, 1946; 
Foreign Service officer of class four, November 13, 1946. b; 


According tc j l (as of June 4, 1948), subject is 38 b7D 
years old, graduated from West Point in 1933 and went into the 
Foreign Service In 1934. His first post was Moscow and he 
served seven years in Moscow on and off. He served two years 
in Germany and has served in Afghanistan, Persia, England and 
Korea in the Foreign Service. During the war, THAYER was on 
military leave with OSS and was a Parachutist with OSS and 
Chief of the TJ. S. Military Mission to Yugoslavia. Subsequently, 
THAYER was with General MARK CLARK in Vienna during the original 
occupation period following the immediate post war period* 

THAYER then went to Korea where he served as the State 
Department Representative on the Joint Soviet—TJ. S. Commission 
for Korea for six months. THAYER then went to the National 
War College (Washington, D.C.) and from there was sent to 
New York to organize the Russian broadcasts (of the VOA)• 


This source then went on to say that THAYER had had 
no previous experience in broadcasting of this type (VOA), 
however, that in his service in the Foreign Service in Moscow, 
a great deal of his duties were to digest the material, speeches, 
the radio and newspaper material of the Soviet Government and 
of other governments as it came out and report on it to the 
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State Department in Washington. The source stated that THAYER 
reads and speaks Russian, German and French and has some 
knowledge of Spanish, Serbo-Croat, Slovene, Bulgarian and 
a little Persian. 

| |states that THAYER’S connection with the VOA began 

in December 1946, when he was assigned to organize the Russian 
Language Broadcast of the VOA and in October 1947, THAYER 
took charge of the entire New York Office (of the VOA); in 
January 1948, THAYER was made Acting Chief of the International 
Broadcasting Division, which has its headquarters in New York 
and which operates the entire VOA program and that THAYER is 
in charge of and responsible for the VOA. The source stated 
that THAYER worked on the Russian Language desk of the IBD 
(International Broadcasting Division) of the Department of 
State until October 1947, when he took over direction of the 
New York Office* 



| 1 Is an absolutely reliable source, who is well 

informed concerning subject* 


Acting 



advised (as of May 28, 1948) that THA.XER was 
“ei* of the IBD and as such Is in immediate charge 
of the VOA program and that he has been such since January, 
1948. 


| [ advised THAYER Is a graduate of West Point and 
joined the Foreign Service in 1934 and has been In the Foreign 
Service ever since. THAYER served about seven years in 
Russia, two years in Germany, also In England, Persia, 
Afghanistan and Korea. 

According fn l 1 during the war THAYER was a 
Parachutist, in thfe OSS Chief of the U. S. Military 
Missian to Yugoslavia and after the end of the war, served 
with General MARK CLARK in Vienna for a period of some six 
months'.. Thereafter, THAYER went to New York in January of 
1947 initiate VOA broadcasts to Russia in the Russian 
language and in October 1947, THAYER was put in charge of the 
New York Office and in January 1948, THAYER was put in charge 
of the IBD. 


According to this same source, THAYER earns approximately 
$8,000 In this position (as of May 28, 1948) and the source 
advised that, when THAYER was Chief of the Russian desk, 
(NICHOXAa^fNABOKOFF was Chief Editor* The source advised 
that NABoKOFF is an American citizen and Is a teacher of music 
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at the Peabody School In Baltimore and is a professor of 
Musicology* He advised that as of May 28, 1948, NABO KOPF 
does a script a week for the IBD, which NABOKOPP writes and 
voices. This source additionally advised THAYER has 
lurisdiction over ail international broadcasting for the 
State Department and has had,since January 1948. Additionally, 
after graduation from West Point in 1933, THAYER was in 
the military service for a few months, having been appointed 
to West Point from Pennsylvania. The source advised that 
when THAYER was Secretary in the American Embassy in Moscow 
for a period of approximately seven years, he served under 
Ambassadors BULLITT, DAVIES and STEINHARDT. THAYER was 
in the American Embassy in Moscow from the time it was opened 
(1934) and subsequently was in the Political Section (in the 
Embassy) doing political reporting, which brought him Irito close 
contact with the propaganda machinery of the Soviet Government. 
The source stated that THAYER speaks Russian and that he 
started the VOA program to Russia, which was his original 
assignment in the broadcasting field. 
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Is believed to be reliable. 


r 


ikdvised he had known subject during the war and 


reported that in September 1945 in Vienna, subject had married 
the daughter of the Italian Ambassador to Moscow and that 
TRACER'S wife subsequently divorced him. He had heard 
variously that she was in Mexico City and in the United States. 
This source advised that THAYER was a United States Army 
Lt* Colonel and took over the OSS Mission to TITO’S head¬ 
quarters at the Island of Vis and later was with the OSS 
Mission to Belgrade in 1945; in early 1945, he left Belgrade | 
and went to Vienna, The source stated he generally regarded 
THAYER as being pro-Tito, however, on one occasion had heard 
THAYER disparagingly refer to one of TITO’S Oenerals. This 
source also reported he had heard THAYER was a homosexual. 


] who is believed to be reliable and who served 


with OSS during the war, advised he knew THAYER personally 
and first met THAYER in August 1945 when THAYER was acting 
as head of the OSS Mission at Salzburg, Austria and that this 
Mission in late August or September 1945, moved to Vienna, 
Austria, The source stated he did not know too much about 
THAYER personally but believes THAYER comes from wealthy 
parents and reported that In Austria, THAYER had married a 
girl, who was a Lieutenant In the Italian WAAC’s and he had 
heard that her father was a prisoner during the war because he 
was a mad Nazi sympathizer. (It is to be assumed that Mrs. 
THAYER’S father was in prison following the collapse of Italy), 
This source states he does recall on one occasion THAYER sent 
a message to the State or War Department in the United States 
requesting he be allowed to give a decoration to TITO, however, 
the State and War Department responded that no such decoration 
should be given to TITO. 


] 


who is believed to be reliable and who served with 


OSS during the war, advised he did not know too much about 
subject but understood subject generally associated himself 
with the pro-Tito personnel attached with OSS at Bari, Italy. 
The source stated he had heard subject was a homosexual. 




bl 

b2 

b7C 

b7D 


io in the past has proved to be reliable, advised 
he became acquainted with the subject in a business way since 
subject be chine the head of the VOA In New York and re ported that 
■subject wa^considering getting a .lob in the VQA for l ~ 
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AddTtionaTly J Had vised that subject in a coffv^satlon 
with a friend of hi d l had made the statement that he 1 

(THAYER) had destroyed the legend of MIHAILOVICH and the \ 

Chetniks and had been influential in causing the American 
Government to support the Communist Tito. 

I further advised that he has heard THAYER received 
a decoration from the Tito Government. 

| | who is believed to be reliable, advised generally 

the information reported above concerning subject's background 
and past employment experience. Additionally, he stated THAYER 
married MARIA JA.TSPQQJ on October 11, 1945 In Vienna, stating 
that she was born in Italy of Italian parentage on June 25, 1920, 

| l advised that THAYER had served in the regular 

Army of the United States from June 30, 1933 to September 30, 

1933 and in the Army of the United States from July 29, 1944 to 
March 13, 1946. Additionally, that in 1945, THAYER was serving 
With an OSS Mission in Austria and that THAYER had been awarded 
the Legion of Merit for meritorious service in Yugoslavia from 
October 1944 to November 1945. 

| | w ho is believed to be trustworthy and reliable, 

advised that while he was in Belgrade, he had heard some rumors 
to the effect that subjec t is a ho mosexual. This source advised he 

was a c lose friend of one l ,, ■ . , ^ _ —-—— X, 

I Iwhen THAYER was heading feheMilitary Mission to Belgrade and 

|-** I confided to source that he had suspected subject was a 

homosexual, had heard stories to this effect and had thus made 
a point of trying to find out whether such information was true 
and that JOVANOVIC then made the statement to source that he had 
fourd that subject was a homosexual. The source stated this 
information regarding subject was widely known in Belgrade, 
although source had no actual facts to give. Source stated that 

THAYER was regularly waited on by a 1 ^ __J 

who was a known homosexual in Belgrade.^fhe source 3tateanewd3 
at Vienna, when subject was tnere with the OSS Mission, and the 
source advised he had heard the same stories there regarding 
THAYER. This source advised THAYER married MARIA PATRUCCI in 
October 1945 at Vienna, explaining that she is the daughter of the 
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former (apparently Italian) Ambassadorlto Croatia and when the war 
came, her father, the Ambassador, was interned and THAYER was 
instrumental in getting him released. The source stated that 
Mr 3 . THAXSR had separated, from, or divorced, subject and was now 
(June 1948) back in Rome. 


source stated t hat when the 
up in Bel^ade, THAYER had| 


.litary Mission was set 


cons 



Per State 


I Icontinued that THAYER was very friendly with the 
Russians and although the TJ. S. Government policy at the time 
favored TITO, THAYER showed a very strong like toward ..- t he Tito 

forces and a dislike for the Mihailovich group. |_stated 

that a lot of good Americans in Belgrade questioned THAYER* S 
loyalty to the United States cause. 

| ttated that THAYER and I I were very 

vend friends and that both were in Mo^fiSL-iogather with - 


I fetated that THAYER and |_[were very 

e-ood friends and that both were in Mg a ggff .....fro gather with f - 

■“-— -1 Both THAYER an^J_I anr. nr fling ■■£&]- 

were very 'close personal friends to| . . 

l.kxpk, who according to source is not now in the state Department 
eft and who had a very bad reputation of being a homosexual. 
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. . . I The source s; 

and I [ were very close friends to one| 

source had learned had previously be en f: 
from the State Department because he | 
to be a homosexual. 


or forced to resign 
| had been proven 



|_| advised he was in Belgrade while THAYER was 

head of the Military Mission in Belgrade and that he knew THAYER 
had the reputation of being a homosexual. The source stated he 
had no facts upon which to base thi s but he kne w THAYER travelled 
with some known homosexuals such and that people 

gossiped that THAYER was a homosexual. This sou rce stated he had 

heard this from al ___ 

who told source he knew THAYER to De a nomosexuai. The source 
advised he had made attempts to contact ! | however, j 

His not now available* 


L l advlsed that she and her husband, a Major in the 
TJ. S. Army, w£re stationed in Vienna, Austria when THAYER was per state 
there with the x OSS Mission and that in October 1945, THAYER 
married MARIA RATRUCC.I # an Italian, whose father was in the 
Diplomatic Service in Italy during the war. He was Interned 
in either Russia or Croatia and THAYER interceded in his behalf 
and got him out of the country. vjsource advised that THAYER’S 
marriage did not last long, th&o THAYER and his wife are now 
divorced and Mrs. THAYER is living in Rome. Source stated she 
had h eard several stories that THAYER began to run around quite 

I ~ ^ 

source advised that THAYER had a peculiar ability to make enemies 
because of his rudeness, and it was almost difficult for anyone 
to work with him. The source stated that this is due to tf&e fact 
that THAYER is easily upset and shows it quite obviously. v . ; 

__ \ / 


____I has talked frequently about subject / 

and has made some statements to the effect that he is not loyal 
to our governm ent. The source stated she did not know whether j 

I was kin to subject but had heard they were distant ' 

relatives. 

I ( advised that he was 'in the Army in Vienna wfteH e 

subject was Chief of the OSS Mission there and that THAYER 4 
technically JS&JL-his supervising officer. Source advised'’ VUZifr li 

J LifTT -s- _- OPJtttr 
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he disliked THAYER personally because THAYER was such a contemptible 
person whom a lot of people called ’'downright mean" and other vile 
names. Source stated it was almost impossible to work with THAYER 
because THAYER did not understand organizational team work and was 
so egotistical and such an introvert that he made snap judgments 
which were very often bad and would never retrench or admit he was 
wrong. The source stated he did not person&ly like subject and 
was greatly surprised to find subject had been appointed to head 
the IBD* The source stated THAYER is extremely clandestine about 
his private life and intimate friends and advised he had met 
THAYER’S wife when they were married but understands they are 
now divorced and that she is back in her native country Italy. 

The source stated he knows nothing of the circumstances surrounding 
the divorce, however, he stated he never had any reason to question 
THAYER’S moral life. 

I [ advised he knew subject in Belgrade vixen subject 
was Chief of the Military Mission there* The source stated he n 
disliked THAYER and classed him as "the meanest man in the world, 
and advised his dislike for subject is based on what he regarded 
as THAYER'S incompetence, rudeness and lack of ethics In dealing 
with people. The source stated that subject is egotistic 
and impulsive and that his general actions and attitude caused 
him to be unpopular with most of the people who knew or worked 
with him. The source advised that in his opinion, subject Is 
childish and temperamental but source stated he never had any 
reason to question subject’s moral life. 


b6 
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1 advised that whej 


and THAYER were very close rrienas 
time THAYER came to town, he 
lor visited with him. | 






wan hv to see me and we had a" wild tune. 11 TEe source stated 
Ispoke of THAYER often and because of what he knew of 
he was suspicious of their associations. He stated It 
was hard for him to bflliflm-that subject was a homosexual but 
when he learned that ! | was , he felt almost sure that THAYER 

likewise was a homosexual, however, stated he had no facts upon 
which to base t his belief other than THAYER’S close personal 
association wlth | | 
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advised that subject and Mr. HXGHQL&^JABOJiaEF b7D 
at one time lived together in apartment 4 North, of the apartment 
building located at 1350 Madison Avenue, New York* The source 
reported that NABOKOFF had the apartment firafc and THAYER moved 
in with him about September 1947* Source stated NABoKOFF, who 
is divorced, married again to a young girl of about J W0 hty years 
of aee and THAYER thereupon moved out in March 1948 to the New 
York Athletic Club. Source stated while THAYER and NABOKOFF were 
living together, NABOKOFF seemed to be out of town most of the 
) time travelling, and while he was out of town, THAYER often 
t brought in men friends to spend the night with him and according 
to source, these were always young men. Source stated there was 
9 - - • *• THAYER and NABOKOFF had a 

w with them* According 
effeminate and obviously, 

a n aueer» H l 



-| &mvnnfl g Rated he knew there was something between 

the French boy, I [and THAYER but they were always quiet 

and he left them ftiohA. Source stated after THAYER moved away, 
THAYER had on two occasions revisited the apartment when the 
NABOKOFF*S were away and brought in young men friends with him* 
Source stated he had learned THAYER held a position that had 
to do with broadcasting propaganda to Russia and that he had been 
suspicious of THAYER and NABOKOFF because every person with whom 
they associated or brou^it into the apartment,hot only loo^ 

foreign, but all spoke with foreign &cc&u£&*-Saurce stated he 

did not know any of these people except 
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Source advised he found a piece of writing in NABOKQFF 
apartment, which set forth some details on the background ofL 
as follows? 

Name 
Age 
Born 

Education 



Source stated that.there was no doubt in his mind but 
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that subject and his friends were homosexuals. 

According to [ I NICHOLAS NABOKOFF was at one time 

bbief of the Russian desk of IBD and was also teaching at Peabody 
Institute in Baltimore. According to this source, NABoKOFF came 
to the United States in about 1934 and resided here continuously 
from 1934 to 1935 at New York City, Aurora, New York and Annapolis, 
Maryland and was naturalized In the Supreme Court at Auburn, 

New York, September 11, 1939, naturalization certificate No. 

460765. This source advised he had learned NABOKOFF, while in 

id associated witTvTOSlill^FF , the Russian Ballet Impressario 
iCTEAU, a French' poAt,both of whom are notorious 


Paris, 
and JEA 
homosex 



ip i H 1 LE v 

;nashe recalled s 


advised fchAr T she recalled subject when he had 
i6 0 g, y5th Street, New York City for six months in 


b2 
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1946. Source stated subject had lived alone as far as she knew 
and that she had observed THAYER in the back yard of his home 
during the summer months and stated she had noticed THAYER had 
never 'entertained women but he always had young men, either in 
groups or singularly and although she knew nothing regarding his 
habits or morals, his association with a large number of young men 
which d?d hot include women, seemed odd to her. The source stated 
”it seemed awfully funny for him to have so many young boy friends 
and no girl friends or wife," 

E - !advised he had known subject for about a year and 
ce subject has been employed with IBD In New York,and 
advises that subject is unpopular because he Is conceited and 
selfish and that most people detest him* Subject’s general make u p 
mill it very dl^lcult for the IBD staff to work with him* The 
Source stated he was most surprised that subject was made Chief of 
the IBD, subject having no radio technical background or P r °P®* 
experience to head such an organization. Source brought up the 
question as to whether or not subject might be a homosexual, 
stated he was not sure. He stated he brought this up because of 
the office gossip (IBD Office in New York) regarding THAYER and 
hie association with NICHOLAS NABOKOFF, who is obviously a 
homosexual. Source stated this association between 
THAYER had been a strong friendship ever since they both came 
to New York to work for IBD. Source further stated they lived 
together at one time. Source stated NABOKOFF Is very effeminate 
in S his mannerisms and speech and that he greets all the men at 
IBD witT^ood morning, dear," or "hello darling" and that even 
if NABOKOFF is not a homosexual, all the male employees of IBD 
think he is. Source stated that the majority of the people in th 
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IBD Office now accept NABO.&QFF and THAYEP as a "pair” and that they 
are the laughing stock of the office. The source advised , p TTfivw 
has. been very friendly with a good looking young man named I 


aavisei 

andno] 


.ateiy 


Las dropped! 


1 Source 
a close frient 


_I source stated THAYER ana l I now see a lot of each other 

and leave the of fice verv often together. Source stated he does 
not believe that I 11 a h omosexual but stated he had certain 

suspicions regarding l I becauae of his close associations with 

THAYER. Source stated he feels no malice toward THAYER or any of 
his associates and does not wish to harm THAYER but stated if THAYER 
Is a homosexual, as suspected by him, undoubtedly the Russians 
may have the same inf orna tion which puts THAYER in a very unhealthy 
spot because of his position. 

Source described THAYER as effeminate in his mannerisms 
and especially m his speech and states THAYER has let it be known 
throughout the office that he is the brother-in-law of CHARLES 
”felP"feoHLE£Uand THAYER makes sure no one forgets this, "malting ! 
frequent reference to BOHLEN’S name. 


Par State 


I l advised that when he first began working with 

THAYER, they were very close and associated together quite 
frequently but that lately THAYER had cooled off toward him. 

Source advised he has been to bars for a few drinks with THAYER 
and on a few occasions has been to THAYER’S apartment for drinks. 
Source advised that although he does not really know, he has 
wondered whether THAYER was homosexual or not and felt strongly 
that NABOKOFF is a homosexual because he acts and talks like one. 

The fact that NABOKOFF and THAYER associate together and were once 
room mates has caused a lot of gossip in the IBD office in speculation 
as to whether THAYER and NABOKOFF are homosexual. 
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VOL* 1 ■ 

---InAboKOFF and THAMER, however, he did. 

nnt elaborate further on tills* He stated he had no first-hand 
knowledge that NABOKOFF and THAYER were homosexuals. 
stated THAYER loaned him money but had never done or said anything 
out of way that would cause him to sav that THAYER is homose^u. 
w«-«v«r. he advised that THAYERS bedrooml --ranA*, 


used to bring men i nto his beoroom wi° wcnua 3W ? UIlbxi or 
three o’clock in the morning. 1 

I |(who according to l i i&a admittedly associated 

with know n homos exuals all of hisli?£falthough denying that he 
himself i n f Vint - f or a of three months NICHOLAS 

.InntnL I I and CHARLeI-^AIER, referred to as a 

good friend of NABOKQFF' S, had shared*NABOKOFF’ 8 apartment at 

1350 Madison Avenue, New York City- f 0 aEd 

know*? nothing immoral regarding the character of - 1 ana 

subject. According to this source, THAYER was once marled to 
HffflT?T fl patrttc ci. whom source stated he knew in Paris 1 ? n 1 1 047 
howeverhestated they were divorced, place unknown, in 1947 
and that the former Mrs. THAYER was in Home. 

I Iarovised thatl H bas been a close friend 

of subject’s for many years and stated tnat among THATF!R*S frleftdS -J 

, with afralfl iassaXa^ fo~ - 

1 «» n t he knew I . ' ~l v 9 f e homosexuals, s tated 


J THAYER 
;wo or 


Per State 



I (advised he knows subject and stated that subject 

rubtedly a homosexual and that THAYER and) — 

Iwho was at one time employed by the Staie JUepartaem; *M 
—t, ftwlnns homosexual - are very gQ^d friends»J_- 




b2 
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| t.mt d uring tfr ls friendship, one 

night in December 1946, source and|Iwent to rr, HA.YER T S 


nxguu xu x^ovioiuuoj. » — —-- — 

apartment at 1762 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. r THAYER was 
then a Colonel In the U. S. Army, having just returned from 
Europe, where he had. been Chief of the U* S, Mission to Belgrade > 
and also OSS Mission to Vienna*' Source stated he and| _] 
did not knowk at THAYER*S door hs| | being a good friend of^ 

THAYER* S, opened the door and walksu TTTand source anq_I 

heard sounds in an adjoining room indicating two people were in 
bed and that these two pe ople imm ediately got up and came into 
tbs room where source and | [were, at which time they were 

arranging their clothes ana source stated these two individuals 
were subject and an individual whose identity he is not sure of, 

but that it was obvious to him that THAYER and, this ftfcfcflC- 

individual wsre h aving homnflfiPifll ml nftlnns. 1 --- 


T Source stated! 

mi AW rr 


b6 

later t61d Mil th at subject is "as queer as a $3 bill.” Source 1 
stated that after THAYER and the other individual dressed, they Per State 
sat around and had a few drinks and THAYER talked at great 
length about his experience with the Yugoslav and Russian people* 
Source stated that THAYER was at that time married. He never 
saw Mrs. 5IHAXER but there was a large hand painting which he 
presumed to be a pic ture of Mrs* THAYER hanging on the wall. 

According to source ,L_—Jtold him that although THAYER was 
married, he is a “high class homosexual and is known only among 
high class homosexuals.” 


(According to 


who advised after consulting his 
records, subject ancThis ‘wire moved to 1762 K Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. in September 1946 from 120 E. 95th Street, New 
York City, where subject had lived from April 1946 to September 
1946. Source advised his records indicate that subject lived 
at 1762 K Street with Mrs. THAYER and that he had moved from the 


95th Street address with Mrs, THAYER.) 
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J Source stated that when they left th e , ... 

, they got in a cab and after droppingL—-1 

off THAYER made approaches to source to engage In homosexual 
^lltions with him. Source stated that earlier this evening, 

land THA YER had spoken of what great friends they were with 
| anc j k 0W they regretted to learn he had resigned 

■from the i^oreigi Services# 


rmrinv the conversation, both I land THAYER had^ 

^AoHnnedl-- Inn a mutual friend of theirs and 

“^Icolmnented to source thaC__J^ * very famous- 

SoESSual. Also, during the conversation the name ofr~ ~ 

1 came up and ajaamaa fTQ ^the impression th at THAYER 

at one ti me lived With I _I, THAYER commented t q -I 

a „i source thatl |is "gay 1 ', which source states is a__ 

homosexual terni Ma&ftlha ™ active or participating ho mosexual 

stated that THAYER'S apparent associ ation 4 th U -r- 

and l Iplua his known association with ] | and | | 

and his hom osexual conversation and the very derinlte kppiWBt 
THAYER made to source, convinces source that THAYER is a 
homosexual# 

| | advised that he has known fHAYFiR for fiOttlft tillttQ, 

nnd that THAYER once lived and roomed with| | 


Per State 




times as 


| |advised that 

a friend of THAYER 1 






- 7 According to [ j subjeot THAYER had the following names 

listed in his telephone index in his office in New York City* 

These names are being set forth as follows; 







Bureau files have not been checked in this office concern- 
b2 ing these names, however, the following comments might be made 
k 7C joncerning the identity of individuals readily known: 

b7D f” ~ 


_ I ( advised he had been in the service of the TJ* S* 

Government at Belgrade and stated that certain members of the 
Yugoslavia Foreign Office had made reference to THAYER* S homosexuality 
having told source about it and made fun of the Americans, pointing 
the finger at THAYER* Source stated he had observed THAYER had 
\ shown extreme interest in one of the Naval enlisted men in the 
' Embassy at Belgrade (source did not identify this man), whom source 
i stated acted as almost THAYER’S personal servant* Source stated a 
. certain Yugoslav woman who had been to quite a few parties in 
j Belgrade given by the Military Mission of which THAYER was then the 
1 head, had told him she thought THAYER was very peculiar and whan 
| source questioned her further, this woman admitted that THAYER was 
no different from many of the German officers she had known who 
v were homosexuals# Source stated he Is not in a position to charge 
that THAYER is a homosexual and the above are his impressions based 
on his observation. Source states there is one charge, however, 








that he can make against THAYER and that is that THAYER in serving 
the American Government is very friendly toward the Soviet cause. 
Source stated that under THAYER*S direction while THAYER was head 
of the Mission to Belgrade, several Americans stranded in Yugoslavia 
during the war were almost abused when they came to the Military 
Mission for help and that in every case, these Americans had 
expressed criticism as to Tito*s Communistic Regime. Source states 
he knows some of these Americans personally, whom he does not 
further identify but states they are in California today (as of 
November 17, 1948) and that these Americans were equally as critical 
of the German occupation. Source states he, himself, was personally 
criticized by THAYER for being reluctant to agree to a loan that 
Yugoslavia was requesting of the American Government and advises 
he has also heard from many reliable sources, but that he cannot 
prove it, that THAYER was buying Americar shares of stock at ten 
cents on the dollar while in Yugoslavia. After THAYER*S departure, 
certain people had come to him and told him certain members of the 
OSS Mission, including THAYER, were buying quantities of diamonds. 
Source reports that on one occasion when THAYER came to Belgrade 
from Vienna for a visit, he was entertained by high officials of 
the Yugoslav Government, at which time complaints were made to THAYER 
about certain American officials of the Embassy, including source, 
and the following evening at a social function of the Einbassy, 

THAYER was criticizing certain Americans for not cooperating with 
the Yugoslav v Government. Source states from what he knows of THAYER, 
THAYER has no’business in the service of the U. S, Government and 
states his opinion is not based on any personal animosity.b5 Per State 








f __ " k b6 Per State 

TCTi C* - b7c 

WPO Fil©#100-20364_ frtflt fftttfi -frtKt _ ^-“gg 4 


| Urtvisftd fchat.-Q WAPt-wg wtaww .the father of the 

child born to | | onj_._[and stated THAYER 

had. recommended Dr||to M^ssl _[and that £r*| _j 

had been THAYER 1 S personal physician ana was at one time iiaue j.9%8) 
giving shots to THAYER for his co ntemplated trip to Europe* Source 
stated THAYER knew that Dr* | I was treating certain Russian 
seamen and was being paid for tMs by the Russian Conaiila.t,fi-«—. 

However, THAYER was not in any position to comment orj_| _ 

political standing* 


Source r l has advised (in connection with mention made 
above of THAYER r S contemplated trip abroad in late 1948) that he 
had learned that the Rumanian Government as of November 13, 1948 ? 
had been desirous of securing details about the visit of THAYER 
of the State Pep ar tenant to Rumania. 


b2 

b7D 


- referred upon completion to the office of origin - 
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Q> 


CONFIDENTIAL INF5RMANT SHEET 


SB 


CHARLES W„ THAYER, testifying on Friday, June 4, 1948 - 

in connection with the investigation of the VOA before 
the Subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
and Investigating Subcommittee of the senate Committee 
on Expenditures in the Executive Departments* Senator 

H. ALEXAND RE nh airman of the joint Snhr.nfflUt.flfi-. 

rmaaiding. I _ * 



b2 

b7C 

b7D 


l CHARLES W. THAYER, testifying on May 28, 1948 and June 3, 

J 1948 before the House of Representatives Committee on 
Expenditures in the Executive Department (Subcommittee 
on the State Department). This testimony was made available 
by FRANCIS T. 0 T DONNELL, staff member of the Minority 
Group of this committee. 


n-i 



in OSS during the war.T 


1 Washington. who waa 





B 


w< 




]and currently active in anti-Tito 




“ 420 - 



n -1 ' 

tin I 


t 
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b7D 

Per State 


Mas not interviewed 
ttribute 3 Uhayer 


Yugoslav circles in this country. _ _ 

by this office relative to thp statement! 
making tc | I would be politically opposed to 

THAYER inasmuch aa l I undoubtedly considers THAYER as 

against Mihailovich of the Royal Government. 

1 St-.o-hA 



b2 

b7C 

b7D 


in this regard and his identity must be fully protected® 

This source advised that the investigation he made of this 
matter was made in conjunction to a certain degree with Repre* 
sentatives of CIO and the CIC in Washington has in Its files, 
information identical with that established by himself. CIC 
made this investigation due to the fact that subject holds a 
reserve comission in the U. S. Army. 


1 | (Same as | who reviewed THAYER* S 201 file at the War Department. 


,b3 


(Same as[ 


during May to July 1948. 


]as interviewed by [ 


? 


I St ^te Dqt^ 

iy4b, as interviewed by 


rtment} as interviewed May to July 


UH mmmowftd U?? |~ May to July IVEST 


■ 


n 
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reporting brief information in State Department files 
re NICHOLAS NABOKOFF. 


Interviewed b; 


I New York City, as 
may to July 1948. 


b7C 

b7D 

b2 


y T!6 JUly lU4b. According t 


J as Interv iewed by[ 


this source is_ 


per state In conne ction with this individual, the i.na Anp-e iea nrr i 

bv letter datedl 

I 11 directed to the Bureau 

with copies to this office reported information received from 

lard Tnfttm.q rof^wnp 


[ 


Ih thd first naragrapn or page two that one f 

^Jwas, and still is,] 


.was, and still Is. I l and" 

Jaocoramg to' t he hos Angel es letter, i s verifying 


f 


this through informants, 
undoubtedly identical wit}] 


(mentioned by[ 


is 


CZH 


mz 

theTE[ 


_] who. wag I nterviewed by I l and 

££at he, | I is a homosexual, but[" 


has since denied this. 


who admitted 
lstates 


I 1 - (Same as | 1 who interviewed[ 


b2 

b7C 

b7D 


homosexual, 


advises that 


iflfl tifiT". | 
la dmi 


■ I I who was interviewed in Now York by] 

on June 24 , jl948 a nd who admittM—L lCT I that he 


is a 


dmitted his 


homosexual activity, including every type of act known 
andl (admitted engaging in homosexual experiences 

at lbbu Madison Avenue, while living in that apartment 
with NABOKOFF and THAYER but when he w as quest ioned 
about NABOKOFF and THAYER, according toI 11 clammed 
up. u 1 - 1 


1 = 1 - 


NICHOLAS NABOKOFF, as interviewed byf" 
on June 25, 1948* 


]ln Now York City 


]~ (Same a 

]- 


he is a homosexual• 


] who on July 11, 1947, admitted to | 1 that 


| ] - (Same as | "| 


SECRET^ 




t v i. 


P* - 
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b7D 

Per State 


homosexual cases. His Identity was li 
to the writer of this report by[^ 
no record be made of his name in view 


4-- 

•tti 

y|_ 

lin 


who requested that 
of the fact that he 


is cur rently engaged in confidential work. Subsequently, 
1 "k as interviewed by the writer on March 30, 1949, and 


he reaffirmed to the writer, the information he had given 
concerning his association with THAYER. 




- Rannr»t nf the Credit Bureau, Washington, D.C. as reviewed 

] New York City, as interviewed by 


“"“May to July 1948. 
- (Same as | 


the 

- (Same as 

- (Same as 

i 


I an ftmpi nvflft nf the State Department, who in b/D 
tted to | I that he is a homosexual, b2 


as he expressed himself in a letter written to 
November 11, 1 948 in response to a letter from 
May 19. 1948. 


dated 

dated 



| who provided this information in an 
interview with special Agent EDWIN D. LENNERTS of the 


} 



Security Division of the State Department at New York, 
which LENNERTS set forth in a report to R. D. CLARK, 
Special Agent in Charge of the Security Division, New 
York City, which report is dated December 1, 1948. This 
report wa svery confidentially made available to the 
writer byl J 

CHARLES W. THAYER, who is identified as Mr. B. In the 
report of Special Agent EDWIN D. LENNERTS of the State 
Department dated December 1, 1948. In a communication 
from R. D. CIARK, Special Agent in Charge, Security- 
Division, New York City, transmitting Agent LENNERTS 1 
report, CIARK advises Mr. D. L. NICHOLSON, Chief of the 
Security Division, Washington, D.C*, that the Mr. B* 
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Ini. 


b2 

b7C 

b7D 
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of Mr, l£m3RTS> report is CHAR IE S W. THAYER. CLARK* S letter 
dated December 2, 1948 states that the only persons in the 
New York Division who are awax^e that this report was written 
by SA LENNERTS were | ~l (Mr. ClARK»S Assistant) and 

Mr. CLARK, himsel f ^h is was confidentially made available 
to the writer by|_| 


1 who secured this information from confidential 
Rumanian translations. 
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ADM IK IS THAT IVE PAGE 

Referenced Bureau letter of March 25, 1949 instructed 
that this inveatigat5:oiT*-stopld be handled in a most discreet 
manner. In view of this fact and the fact that subject is a 
brother-in-law of CHARLES "CHIF" BOHLEN, Counselor of the State 
Department, no open or direct inquiries were made in this investi¬ 
gation except of and through persons believed to be extremely 
reliable. 


I ‘-V 


The Bureau is advised that the source identified as[ 


in his official position had undertaken an extensive investigation 
of subject concerning subject’s moral character in line with the 
State Department policy of eliminating employees of doubtful 
moral character and after this investigation had progressed to a 
certain degree, subject became aware of same, and according to 
| | protested to his brother-in-law, CHARLES BOHLEN, who took 

the matter up with Undersecretary of State ROBERT LOVETT, who 
issued instructions to Assistant Secretary JOHN RUERIFOY that 
this investigation should be discontinued. Thus no official 
repor t was ev er made of the material and information developed by 
1 however ] fr rote a report on this matter, which he 
maintained in his own personal file and a copy of which he made 
av©liable along with all other related material. 

For this reason, every effort should be made to protect 
this source in order not to cause/jiim any embarrassment* 


b2 

b7D 



]has stated that subject has many contacts in various 
departments throughout the government and if the Bureau’s report 
on this matter is disseminated to any extent, subject may well 
become further aware of this matter. 

Because of the facts outlined above, because of subject’s 
high position and connections and because of the manner in which 
much of the information contained herein was secured, this report 
should not be disseminated outside the Bureau and material herein 
should be used only for the Bureau’s Information and guidance. 

The Bureau should note that many of the sources of information in 
this report were necessarily not interviewed by this office in view 
of the necessity that this inquiry be most di screet and the information 
coming from such sources was secured by] |and is taken from his 
unofficial report made in^ me^^er . 



•25- 




%h '■r 




Ilfctkl 


'-’v r ' v 


*0 File /rl00-20364 


Copy of ou 


u^rt-tEJornSk 


thatvsubject and his friends were homosexuals* / 

\ According to T-21, NICHOLAS NAB0K0FF was at one time 
Chief of the Russian desk of IBD and was also teaching at j/eabody 
Institute in Baltimore. According to this source, NABOKQjn? came 
to the United States in about 1934 and resided here continuously 
from 1934Vo 1935 at New York City, Aurora, New York and Annapolis, 
Maryland and was naturalized in the Supreme Court at Auburn, 

New York, September 11, 1939, naturalization certificate No, 

460765, Thisv source advised he had learned NABOKOEF, while in 
Paris, had associated with DIM^LEFF* the RussianyBallet Impressario 
and JEAN COCTEAU, a French poet, both of whom are /notorious 
homosexuals, \ / 

T-22 advised that she recalled subject when he had 
lived at 120 E, 95th Street, New York City Cor six months In 
1946. Source stated subject had lived alone as far as she knew 
and that she had observed THAYER in the b«£k yard of his home 
during the summer months and stated she Had noticed THAYKR had 
never entertained womeJv but he always had young men, either in 
groups or singularly an\ although sheyfcnew nothing regarding his 
habits or morals, his association witn a large number of young men 
which did not include women, seemed/odd to her. The source stated 
"it seemed awfully funny for him t/ have so many young boy friends 
and no girl friends or wifeV / 

T-23 advised he hacW/xnown subject for about a year and 
a half, since subject has beeuVmployed with IBD in New York,and 
advises that subject Is unpojmlAr because he is oonceited and 
selfish and that most peopyf detect him. Subjects general make up 
makes it very difficult for the IQD staff to work with him. The 
wouroe stated he was mos y surprised that subject was made Chief of 
the IBD, subject having/no radio technical background or proper 
experience to head aucj? an organization. Source brought up the 
question as to whether or not subjectViight be a homosexual, and 
stated he was not sure. He stated he brought this up because of 
the office gossip 6aBD Offioe in New Yoite) regarding THAYER and 
his association w^th NICHOLAS NABOKOPF, who is obviously a 
homosexual. Source stated this association between NA.BOKOFF and 
THAYER had been/a strong friendship ever since they hoth came 
to New York to'work for IBD. Source fur the ii stated they lived 
together at ome time. Source stated NABOKOFk is very effeminate 
in his mannerisms and speech and that he greets all the men at 
IBD with "good morning, dear,” or "hello darling" and that even 
if NABOKOPF is not a homosexual, all the male employees of IBD 
think hy is . Source stated that the majority ofVhe people in the 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


to DIRECTOR, FBI 

from 


GUY HOTTEl, SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 

subject CHARLES WHEELER THAYER ALL IcLUr** 

SECURITY MATTER - C HERR! 

DAT 


date ABRIL 8, 1949 


Pi.L 



As a matter of Infomatlon. It has "been learned from 
sources here that subject was divorced from MARIA^ATRUCCI^ 
in New York City either in 1947 or 1948, One source reports 
having heard this divorce was reported In the New York news¬ 
papers* A check of appropriate courts in New York City might 
reflect further information in this regard. 
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CC: NEW YORK 


fiLUgu aai m 


ftERuKOtS - 

• 86 



' 




I.- 1 "M94J 


“ir 










STAND/ ■*[> FORM NO *W 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

DATE: April 22, I9U9 


Mr. Lad 


from : Mr. Rosenp 

A jflft TNFOP/'ATE 

SUBJECT: CHARLES W. THAYER f ^RCX^ IS U^7 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C h 


1 * < T 


u I ; 


6Tm 



1C-. T0l80rt”__ 
Ur £ A T555~ 

A ur. clegs_ 

'I Ur. citvlr._ 

/ Ur Uttd 
-'Ifr. XlCh^lf 
Ur. Rosen 

Ur lYety_ 

Ur. Eg an_ 

Ur. Ournt * 

Ur Her bo 
Ur. uohr 
Ur. Pennington 
Ur. Quinn T*™_ 
Tele. Roo m 

Ur. Ne&se_ 

Ulas HolaOT—; 
ule\aervdy_ a, 


4 ht. renningLon_ 

t thought you would be interested in the attached clipping mB? u Roo m r * ina ~ 
from the 'Washington Daily News" of today to the effeot^that Ch ar le s % j£S= 

Th.vw- , WinaB name is erroneously c ar ried . a§ C harl 8 a n tU - I : & a 1 2 ?>. JC) aJX- 

rolioved as Head of the Voic e of Ameri ca Jtoogam in AusHgt_ar-SgBt^>i9r. 

The'brnc Ul reaaw T g rvea,' according totea newspaper clipping, is that ) 

Thayer'S extension of domestic duty will expire at that time and that under 
the State Department regulations, he, being a foreign service officer, must 
return to foreign duty. 

You will recall that T hayer is ,.the individual 
o ccasi ons leveled unwarranted c rit .1 nis a~of- the Bureau for its alleged.-delay 
in completed Voice" of America investigations. 

, .. , , „ , ■ — ++* ** * ■"»*» * "-I ** “* ~~'**- A * 

jjr # leaver, as you may remember, is the £iLfchgr_gf ^..lU^Efttlgiate 

Child, born to on e of fee .«®lax®0g^a tha. VQiSS Of toarica Pro^^naped- ( 

I —I Tn this connection, he procured the service s of Pll9-.X)I U|_| 

1 -Iwko. SZmerej M&JLJOT J<& I w ^ 

SeSnwar' cios~elyT^ fitmau wicii 

Amtorg Trading Corporation,' the^Soviet Government purchasing Commission and ^ 
vriTQfllh ^rmir^fomlh6 nVjjoy^^ Consul Gener^4 y ^« 

Lomakin and Gromyko. ' ' 

As a result of the ve ry.apparent clQSf qoiiQection between TJiayer^and 
tQ^ra2TsiSS"iy: investigations are.underway concerning both or them 
| at the present time. / . 

ACTION TO/feS TAKEN _ _ /<*- * , 'll —^ 


k>6 ^ 

hlC '*% 


iW ' ^ ' 

£ - 030d003H j / -r- - 

This is for your information onI ^p(pf)(f[) . 3 »' 

~ III 1 IvMQ 


ccj Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Rosen 




12 1 lsj49 
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FROM 


DO-7 


'|f'•*! ^ 

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

TO 

s OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr, Clegg 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Gurnea 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Gandy 





See Me _-* 

Note and Returft 


( > 
( ) 
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For Your Recoaansndation( ) 
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ti Bureau of Inucatigatlon 

Stutee Srpartmrnt of 2h*«ttre 

Los Angeles 13, California 
May 9, 1949 


-to ' ) 


Director, FBI 
he: 



Charles thayer 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE DEPARTMENT 

m 

m»< 1 » 

PUBLIC LAV. 402, BOTH CONGRESS 
(VOICE OF AMERICA) 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

So 


^ 7fwZ SY O'f'f 5<hn M*fin 0^ 

lfeur omia, volunteered the following information pertaining to Mr. 


b7C 

b7D 


CttARLnS THAYER: 


]stated that it is his understanding that THAYER is at 



fV, Q h oa H nf Mnioa r>f.. m Prngram nf t.hja-Si.at,p hpnarttnp.nt 

■ 1 . 1 

| He was associated during this time for approximate¬ 
ly two months with THA'lEft, who was at that time Chief of the American Military 
Mission, Office of Strategic Service in Belgrade. It was approximately June 

1945 when THAYER was reassigned from Belgrade to Vienna._He Lad been in 

Belgrade for several months prior to that time. I j stated that he 

actually was acquainted personally with THAYER for only two months from March 
Xo May or June, 1945 in Belgrade. He accused THAYER of black marketing, being 
sympathetic to Communists in Y ugoslaHiTand'" failing to jss^AmerjcanTTn 
Yugoslavia! He claimsd to have personal know leagH of these thlngs and stated 
also tHaTIHAYER is considered^.be a homosexual He did 

not have any'per'Sdfi&l''knowledge of this however. He had the following information 
to offer: 


b7D 

Per State 



CO 

f§ <0 

» CD 

ri 
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He knows that THAYER was black marketing in Y ugoslavia_by buying 
diamonds and cameras f or a very low._pn ce 

through Italy and realizing huge profits from them. H e aold food stuff t o ~ 
local ih£o?:uvr^ as . 

a- meafc tf s r s? 

Yugoslavians ancfwhen this equipm£jtta^B3served in their possession claime 
the equipment had been stolen. I A dvised that this information was Js \ 

given to him through his reliable Yugoslavian informants, who have since been /. 
killed. THAYER also bought stocks, and securities held by Americans in * 

Yugoslavia!-’fi&iQ $ 5 $.$,-^hem approximately ten cents on the dollar of their tri 
worth. fc rf4’-l5btt4£t^3ej f P«ople that they wou] 

. s' 




would never get the securities 
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country and they should take what value they could for them. Ha would then 
sell them out of tne country for their true worth. \ | stated that he has 

been shown evidence of these transactions by the people who delt with THAYER, 

He accused THAYER of approving erroneous economic reports made 
J3.Y-members of his own Military Mission. Such members were ! " I 

j (phonetic). These ^reports indicated that American installations 
nad been completely destroyed by American and British bombing and these 
installations were completely worthless, he would approve these reports so 
that it would snow that when these installations were again in running order, 
the ci edit for tnis reorganization should^tfL-Lc^Jilaft-Iugoslavians and they 
would be able to keep the installations. I btated thct he reca lls 

one example of this very vividly and stated that I | inspected 

the Novisad Power Plant, which was formerly owned and operated by the Vi, A. 

WhITE Company. This was mentioned in o ne of the reports that '1 HAYh.K annr ovari 
and wa s listed as completely worthless. I I 

*ib to be seventy five pjr cent in^pwULLUH AUU U5S1U1.-■ 

As an example of iHAYEh's failury^to help American citizens in 
Jugoslavia, he mentioned the case off 


A. 

b6 

'oved 

b7C 

and 

b7D 


Per State 


_, I Whe n TITO came into power 

in Yugoslavia, he toox over the plant and | Iasked for help from 

THAVKh.. ThaYIK repor tedly kicked him out of his office and gave him no help. 

_| advis ed thaj I is in Mexico City at the present t.imft. sbV 

employed by the j | Later THAYER tried to harm I 

. rfinuha . t i inn b y stating he was a collaborationist with the Germans because 

_pctually tried to fight against the Communists after TITO came 

into power. 

,-. i- 1 - 

Also.I. gave the name ofl 

_ ~ I Califomia. He and 

his two brothers were other examples of Americans who could not get, help from 
THAYER Decause tbey were anti Communist. 



About a weeK after this THAYER came to Belgrade from Vienna on an 
un official visi t* his first stop was the Yugoslavian Foreign Office, according 
to j | informants. He was entertained by TITO this time, and had been 

entertained during nis assignment in Belgrade previously, far more than was - 
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Director, FBI 


May 9, 1949 


necessary for his position as American kiliiAEa official. At a 

party during this visit, THAYER approached ! p nd asked him to 

“go easy o n these negotiations and let the Yugoslavians get their loan 11 . 


1 advised that he refused 1HAYER on this occasion. [ 


. .Be stated THAYER''had the reputation of being a homosexual. 

I did not have anye/idence of this, but, stated it was common 
jflfnwTftdgft that THAYER was very friendly with | 

J phonetic, U. S. Wavy, who is also considered to be a nomosexual. 
Repeated that he did not know of any proof of this allegation. 


[ 


b6 


]advised that he did not Know anything concerning THAYER 1 


background which would make him friendly toward the Communists except that 
he understood that THAYER had worked a3 a Clerk in the United States 
Embassy in Moscow for several years, tie indicated that one reason he 
was friendly toward the Communists was to get lf a kick back on money and 
equipment that he was instrumental in getting for the Communists.» 


b7D 


Per State 


]advised that about three or four months a*/o he had 


answered a letter about THAYER w hich was sent to him by Security Officer 

]of the State Department. | fr ould not recall if he included 


all the above information in this particular letter or not. 

furnished the names of the following individuals 



No additional investigation will be conducted in this matter and 
unless advised to the contrary this matter is being RUC. 


Very truly yours, 



R. B. ROOD 
SAC 
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confuMual r1 

Office Memorandum • united states government 




TO 


DIRECTOR, mi 


date February 16, I960, 



1 


"CHARLES TH AW)?, formsrly head of the^oice of America and b/C 

scheduled any day toTWd~ffi5Bafliador (to Italy) JAMES^mJM T /> lovely daughter, is b7D 

being transferred to Central Intelligence. His suecejggpr, FQ^XlHLER, is j 

replacement; did a diplomatic stint in Moscow." ^ y / f 
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March 16, 1950 
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Ladd w 
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hr, Clegg 
Mr Glav 
Mr, Nic 
f Mr. Rose 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Harbo 
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Attached, is a copy of the 
b7r anonymous romm unication 
recently r eceived by' 


^making certain 


Mr. Belmont^ 

Mr. Jotiea_ 

Mr. Mobr_ 

Tele Roora_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Holmes 


allegations oiga.iiistCl^rles^V^ 

^ Thay^flt It has been received /'Miju GU 
From a confidential source. It 
believed it is of possible interest 
to the Bureau. 

‘,U 4 r*JnrTiT^iUD 
r.iTiLi; 

DATE 
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UNI TCP STATES GOT UKT 


copyiohe 

■s 

office meuoranduk 

TO j MR* A. H. BMT mTEl Maroh 19 ^° 


RtOM * V. P. KEAX 
SUBJECT: lOirmel off>e 


> 


bHAHLES W. THAIER 
- Information Concerning 


■iaaL 


Mr* Nease’s memorandum to the Director dated March li. 

jaXLaflLkad inf ormation .regarding the homo-seocual tendencies oj]— — --— 

and State Department eaployftn Chari ft* V* Thayer. The Director 

noted, "Why.Aid wo not Investigrfte him?]_| 


'* 1 . 


" 2 . 


For o 
whore 



formation we ought to discreetly ascertain 
md Thayer are now employed# 


Advise our Liaison of | 

Iso we may be on guara* n.- 


b’7C 

b7D 



The Liaison Section haa deteiroined that Charles W. Thayar is an employee 
of the Department of State. He is presently assigned at Bonn, Gomany. 


DIRECTORS NOTATION: "It is amassing that CIA should place suoh a person 

in suoh a high position. H. rt 


CDDjslmjlactjpa 
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Original copy filed in 





oopyiahs 


March I 4 , 19$0 


MEMORANDUM FDR THE DIRECTOR 


b7C 

b7D 


i't-\ 


called late Friday afternoon to acM.se that 
—_L m anonymous letter making certain allegation* 

derogatory Info rmation concerning Thaye r* Th e aJlQ&VLon is that 
O f T TP ^ iThayer are homo-sexuals . 1 | dld not know to TThOfll 

tho anon ymous letter had been tent, but stated he baliaves]_ 

, awarf) ^ ^ 

| lacked I _ Ito find out if possible 

whether wo had a ort.nfl.nai l^oord onl 01 iJ? - 


"j jjee c/f'? / 


1 --- | He indicated he"would nircner 

like to know whether weTould tell him ir we ever had investigated 


Thayer. 



bfl 

r-t 


t ;~ r rscorOW^ 
45 MAR ZZ \m I 





copy*aha 
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b7C 


With reference to Charles W. Thayer, hia background is 
■well known to the Bureau. We have both an internal security-C file 
on him and conducted an extensive loyalty investigation of him. Our 
loyalty investigation reflected that Thayer collaborated with Yugoslav 
Communist leader* in while head of the OSS Military Mission. This 
investigation also reflected that Thayer was a homo-sexual. It will be 
recalled further that Thayer was, at one time, Chief of the Voir- 
~ America program with the State Department. In September, 19h9>| 




n uiie ouaua uojjiu uwoh u« j.»» 9 j i 

_]dA requested the Bureau to furnish him copies of 

the loyalty investigation on Thaynr flfl hfl imjioated Thayer was leaving 
the State Department, and it was | j belief he mmld frft p£ f fl C|d 

a top job with CIA. In order to preclude any such move|_I 

wanted to review the loyalty investigation Aina and prepare a memorandum 


b3 


for top-level r eview. We did comply wit 


t 


i 


request 


HBCOMMHMDATiai 


I | It also is 

recommended that we advise him that a loyalty investigation was ttpndttgtftd . 

on Thayer and that copies of the reports were made available to|_ 

for review. 


DIRECTORS NOTATIONj * M Why did we not investigate him? H. 


- 2 - 





copyiahs 


It is believed that l [ wants this information primarily 
for the Congressman* a and Sena tor* a information prior to the time 
thqy blast CIA to assure them that there would be no reflection upon 
•hi e Bureau as we hav e furnished CIA with the records of these people. 


Respoctfully submitted, 

b7C 


G. A* NKAiSE 


DTr. 1 '!)TORS NOTATION r for our own information QU£h,k to 

discreetly ascertain where ! | Thayer are 

now employed. 
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AS3I I AM A/iVuNET QUUUO. 

JJUtrS M. WcIWFfiNgY, CRIMINAL DIVISION 
LIRRHCR, FBI . 

CHARLES WHj'ELERMHATER 
Chief 

Intern*tlonal Broadcasting Division 
Department of State 
No* York, K«n fork rrc 

loyal ir or government employees 0?3 


April 4. MSP 






Reference ie made to your memorandum dated April 3, 1950 requesting 
that any additional available reporta concerning Thayer not lieted in your 
communication be forwarded as expeditiously as possible. 

Attached hereto ie a copy of each of the following letter* and 
report* reflecting resulta of foreign Inquiries during the course of 
investigation of Thayer under the President*a Loyalty Program* 


M. 


i 

rA 


% 



’ V 


Letter dated June 7, 1949 received from American embassy, iioscow, 

Russia* 

Report d^ted June 8 , 1949 and letter dated June 10 , 1949 received 
from American Embassy, Mexico City. 

Letter dated June 14, 1949 received from American U-basey, Athena, 
Greece. 

Letter dated July 11, 1949 received from American embassy, Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia* 

Letter dated July 14, 1949 received from American Embassy, Kabul, 
Afghanistan* t* 

“X report dated October 13, 1949 received fro* American Embassy, London* 
England. 

4 * In addition there is forwarded herewith a copy of each of the 
.'©win&^eporto man Investigation entitled "Charles Wheeler Thayer, 

Aty JtfttwwC": 


At "Kashin 


Report of 
gw, D* 0. 


t of Special Agent 


RECORD^ • .5.0- 

Report of Special Agent 
at .* w York, Now York* 


Jdated April, 1* >.1^49 e 

j-af} 


enCe. 



You will note the report of Special 


ft. 


IS? 


66 


(w 


V 


il 18, 1949 

,p C l ' u bl{ *»*• 

]c on tains information 


n 

o 

o 

n 

t- 

n 

& 

o 

f i 


& 


eceived from various confidential informants, some of which relates to moral 
onduct. It is requested that this information be treated in the very strictest 


WjDP: 

rtf 


iiwt 


\ r P 1950 
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100 - 360035 ^ 
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hlC 

b7D 


PiUlALti i/N ^ 

m. >+ k im ***** 

A* I* Belmemt 

© 

CHARLES t. THATEH 

Department of State 

L0X1LTT OP fiOVlHlflffiWr EMPLOYEES 


V.'i- 


i 


fgHgast 

Clear trcu emittal Security reports re Thayer to Department 
1* flev VPO request not be disseminated. 


*•** »»j' 

/) 

u 

'hjj-'l 


UClfr OggPt 


y 


IPO recommended Security report not be disseminated because 


toofldsatlal manner obtained , ai.ht result extreme em harrasament confidential b7D -- --X, 
mwt ii principally ! Ij State Department, who PtirStat6 X 

fsrmi^hed information re Tfifcyer lathering liiegitlmaie child, and possible * - 

•fbsriB«iinnnt Bureau. Ladd memorandum to Director A/27/4Q recommended no A 

iisee^i nation because jeopardise valuable | p onvact and because State ^ 

teamrtmen t possessed information. Reports not previously disseminated* 

|given symbol number WFO report* McCartay stated intended call on 
jDepartment this week fire Thayer* AG advised 3/31/50*. Reinerney 
SMsuTandua A/3/50 listed Loyalty reports received, asked any others available 
Re finished expeditiously as possible. 

mm : 

Brief re lhajer in prep ration for AG. 
fBCOMti.KD^TlOht 

Approval attached memorandum forwarding reports in view JfcXnerney»s 
Specific request* Deliver by hand* 


rt 
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CflflTAINBD 


Enclosure 
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Letter to Director 


r 


b6 Per 
b7C State 
b7D 



jadvised SA [ 


]when furnishing the 


above information that he had already submitted it to his State Department 
superior* in Washington and that it was also known to the Special Agents 
Office of the State Department in Hew fork City<2> Subsequently he advised 
that there was a suggestion made that CHARLES WTHAYER possibly hay have 
been married h i" T in Mexico and divorced the same date in 

order to legltlmetite their child, CHARLES W. THAYER, former Chief of the 
International Broadcasting Division, is prseently either in Germany or 
Austria and is married to the daughter of Ambassador Dunn. 

~ This information is being furnished for the completion of the 
Bureau's filet. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


DATE^s^SSr 3, 1951 y/s 

oH r ^. . .pa 2 = 

T, '- : 

' j 1 *i ' Ro— n 


^ to , MR, A, H, BELMONT * P '™ 

j( peom : UR. L. I. LAUCHl^^' ^ 

ti subject: CHARLES KEELER THAYER ^ '' • . 

■j m 

Mr* Hon Connors of the MoCarran Committee called at the «««. 
Bureau on November 3Uy 1951 , and stat&&- that the . f-o -lLowing ■°* ad>: 

i nfo rmation had come to. t 


'ZTiianVX 



known Thayer for 1 or It y6aYS..*h& \& Mpvpvl ar because 
conceited, selfish and an extreme introvert whom many people 
detest . He is not a good administrator but in an attempt to be 
a strong administrator makes quick decisions, most of which 
are 6a d and he will retract or admit any mistake* This 


makes it very difficult l^-r^ erf rUSKf 

try to cover up for Thayer's m isvaties* he is 
teamwork and is a bad orgam zr>r» The infQXVkQl 


to continually 
food for 


veamworn. ana u- ■ , 1 111 -■■ 1 —3"—- t: 

■mrffrn* tn he.vfirv reiiabl.s.iy '» J 

lip. /n th-e flj £ rro(,rAh^ IgsIrAJ. 1 V44>r ^ 

rgp) H he expressed great surprise tna ~s 

the Dipt, would appoint a man like Thayer with no radio ^ 

technical background to head such a technical division ^ 
The informant said ; '1/ it is homosexuality you are looking v 

ifor I am not sure.' He said he assumed this because of 

rega rding Thayer and his association with v 

A j»r lyfci s a/pi bc? <y ££ L;h o is o bviously fys**»The majority of the 
c eo nlel m fb f A A lacoordiny to the informant, now \ 

accept |U<b. d* a 'pair' and -they are the laughing Qj^beHa 

stock oTTTTe office. Thaye r luvi hern vr.ru fr-mniiUi mth a ■ 
noodlookina young man nai&edp ^k^ Kc p p ^ 

IEEE de^orjoeai ps aJ 88 "* 

ySung man who is undoubtedly homoshxdal *n<t who Mould submit 
to any meh of Thayer's in order to stay in ^sjood graces 
or n r or.,ire a promotion...Th<e informant had no :RL 00 ^ °/ fer 
thatifi.*> lis hs but expressed himself as having*no .doubt. 1 / 

?key advised that lately Thayer has dro pped | -W _ ' 


people 1 1 f\ 1 
accept |V«fa 
stoofr 0 / ti 
coodloofein! 

I (f7 C<\c 


He described\ 


las a’ 


ENCU- 

%Ub;mer 

( 7 C; Jfr. iadd *- 
j/r. JVichols 


r v ' 




■i'A 


' ifeaf-n 1 ,, , iM 









I who is considered -to be of 

extremely high reliability and whose veracity has been 
unquestioned on several occasions on which he has been an 
informant gave the following information ; 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


,f I know Charles M. Thane r and that T is undoubtedly a hs • T* 
and\ I ...who is a notorious hs, are very good 

friends* » J I is a very l arge and masculine m an who had 

a great record in World War II I —« \ and it is almost 

impossible for any one to s urmise tfia-b \ I is a homosexual* 

However, one night I | propositioned me and I thereupon 

\dropped him as a fyjLend* During this friendship, one night 
l_on Dec* 1946, I l and i went to Thayer 1 s apartment at 

1768 K St*, N*W* Thayer was a Colonel, having just returned 
from Europe where he had been Chief of the U*3* Uission to 
Belgrade and also the OSS Uission tn_ Vienna^ Thayer and I (sic) 

did not knock at the front door, but [____ |being a good friend 

of Thayer 1 s opened the door and we walked in* I was greatly 
surprised to find Thayer in bed undressed with another 
officer nnd Thau p.t rind ±hf> other officer were having homosexual 
relations* I 1 later told me that Thayer 1 is as 

|queer as a $3 bill* 1 Both of the officers then dressed and 
we sat a round and had a few drinks* Col • Thayer talked at 
great length abo ut his e xperience with the Yugoslav and 
Russian people* I I and the other Army officer, whose 

name I do not vp.viP.mher. called Thaver 1 Charlie 1 **.Thayer at 
that time was married* I H old me that although Thayer 

was married he is a 1 high class 1 hs and is known only among 
f high placed 1 homosexuals* * * * 


11 During the [ - 

While I was there, 1 found that [ 


jwas then in NYC 


1 fron i somewhere out west 1 where he |7fYw7 he phi . a in ns hi** resig nation 


'jroJi t oumcwiie ic uuo woo v r 

from the Htate Bent* also met[ 



me 


BUD* jl . *± uj.au 

lisfco is fc 
JsaTcrto'met [ 


nown to me as a hs* ****When I 

_ | _. . 1 is still in love with you 

and is going to make a queer out of you yet* 1 I laughed this 
off as a joke* While 1 I and I were talking, the name of 

Thayer came up and I asked \ I if he remembered the night 

that the two of us ha d gone to Thayer 's apt* and caught Thayer 
in a hs act * 1 I laughed and answered that he certainly 

did* I told \ { that I was ircterestec^i^^jjositiori injtoe 


tVoice of America 1 and wondered whether 
to show me thru the shop* 


would ask Thayer 


•i 

■< 

> 

> 

i 



i 


J 
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b7C 


_ me that Thayer had married an Italian girl 

named Vn*injkn+.riLaoi of whom Thayer did not Know very much 

, --| \atated that Mrs. Thayer is a 

■ 11 ■ '^iinnA 'did not take' and that she 


before marriage* ■ . - 

lesbian and that the marriage 

A., _ L ~ If*. 


lesbian ana vna-u ana mumu-yv -- , 

vent to joj .» iLVlnTlt 


1/U , yO 1/ Li JHOimwUI* —-- 

m nvmv. ._Jsoid the only proof he had of that was that 

Thayer had told himself that Mrs. Thayer is a lesbian. 


in Rome , 


lsiade arrangements to meet Thayer with me • 

“ _ _ . . 1 _j. tVt. n r\ n + 


"The next da 7/ 1 m muo um wi*j/winrt.w *~ ~ -, 

went to a''bar and had a few drinks except Thayer who at 
that time had a stomach ailment and had doctor s orders not 
to drink any more alcoholic drinks . The three of them ate and 
I drank for several hours during which we told many hs jokes 
and talked of many people who are he and which man was in love 
with another . It was q 7gnr to...m e that Thayer had accepted 
ne as a good friend o A and therefore as a ha, or if 

not hs. one whom a hs may acoepi as trade, 1 a person who 
might submit to hs advances . During the entire evening 
T'hauer paid very much attention to me. Most of the con- 
versation that evening was in a hs vein and I felt as though 
Thayer were feeling me out. Thayer is a very smooth and 
iccompliphad map- When we left the restaurant and bar we took 
i oab toL__Z-l apartment * On entering the cab I °f/ e T. e ^_ . 

take Thayer 1 s vol ise which he had brought along. I picke 
it un and Tahyer put his hand over mine and held, it • in 
the cab Thayer continued to hold my hand and 8 ^ ese g ^^ 
hs a yo ung him m aid squeeze a young girl s hand. *hen we 

reached\ . .Lp 

and after |_ 


)lace. Thayer did not let go of my hand 
lad left the cab Thayer sat a little closer 

4 J> _ „ -Mi /i ’f'.h ft ft d.d.T* ft R S 1H* 


= , Z . T ^ r \ V,r u . 

~;*!S “ x. ~ p » s 

gel ’real olose’ to me and he breathed heavily , sh™**? 

^te clearly dat be «,a* edited. "'"It/ftlld fhafer 
Shat that was the 'old homosexual approach' and I told Thayer 

that I had another appointment and asked to be let ou f 
oaf. Thayerasfed me several tines to go to his apartment for 

timee and I hnel...that it aoull act by any stretch of the 
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imagination be construed as anything but a hs approach, 
especially since we had been talking all evening about who 
is homosexual in New York and Washington 


Mj'. nnnnprft inquired if i+. innii.l d he fojg 

B ureau to ident jfl i ___ 

i nformati on ^ If ao f Ur. Connors wanted to know _j L t-t he iae ntities 


for t he 
fromWe’ above 


r 


1 


mgn-j i 


ff 


of these individualsjirtght_be_furnished to_the UcCarrajk Gmmihtt 

no in* fid. oulTihat'th e 'tiormittee intends to int prui ami -- 

oned in the information supplied by\ ___ 

j above* Nr. Connors added that the (jlommittee .also - { 

would Hkeuery much to leavn^jthe .identities o/ l , 1 

in order that they± top J _jmJ f ght , be lpgated_and interviewed ojj then. 


As you know, Thayer is the subject of a security type 
^investigation which was initiated in February, 1949, and closed 
in April, 1949, at which time a Loyalty of Government employees 
investigation was opened • 

The Loyalty-^of-Hoa^T-mient mployegs invent jgcriiSM.n was 
based upon Thayer's close.assooiaticn with Communist elements 
in OSS while stationed in Bari r ^Italy > , an.cLhts alleged pru^ito 
sympathies. On February 14, 1950, after th%, Civil M.e rvice 
Commission had been advised of the results of this investigation, 
they advised bp letter .that TJia^e^^as-aa^ider^ 
on loyalty.^ On March 7, 1950, Ur. James M. Uolnerney,Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, advised by memorandum 
that on the basis of the evidence then available, prosecution 
was not warranted • (100-360035; 121-17249) 

The above_informatipn^JjmniMhe d ea *y 

haiLJUme to- -the .attention of the Bureau - It mflfl . fuznifthad ta^ the 

MTQ flU gn fl yen/ confidential I it gj jf en 


t!T~the bureau with the request that this material not 2l 
n+.ed nn+.atde the Burea u since it wa.s obtained by L 




\ 


semi 

from _ 

By memorandum dated April 25, 1950, a oopy of a summary 
memorandum on Thayer was furnished to the Attorney General. This 

mmoiuncbm stated: 

"This summary, you will note, contains allegations un¬ 
favorable to the moral conduct of Thayer and several other 

- 4 - 


b6 

b'/C 

b7D 









individuals who are identified therein ♦ It is my belief 
that disaeminatigi} o f this information would ’jeopardise 
the position of various informants from whom information 
fias been received and revolt in the embarrassment of 
other individuals ref erred Vo m connection with the 
allegations » I am, therefore, of the opinion that the 
material in the attached su mmary should b e held in strict 
confidence * " (l21-l'7249-5dj —ysf 

Pages 22 and 23 of this summary reflect t he substana 
the inform ation reported above and attributed to I 

I The source of this narti cu.l nr in Pn rm n.t i. nn /HIM 



Page 26 of this sum 
information attri buted to\ 
s o urce of th is is I 


tance of the 



RECOWENDATION: 


In view of the circumstances under which this information} ^ 

was furnished to the Bureau it is recommended that Mr. Connors _ \ * 

be advised that we cannot identify the Committee* 4 1 / 


4-k-oJ* 


~) - 1 JdjLuU'ry* 
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fatti /Idsnti il Tnfrt—l»f ___, _ 1, 

J stated h« hAS KftbWn Thayer for 1 or 1$ year8...tie la unpopular 
because conceited, selfish and an extreme introvert whom many people detest* He it 
not a good administrator but in an attempt to be a strong administrator makes quisk 
decisions, moat of whiqh are tjad and he will never retract or admit any raist<\ke* This 
makes it very difficult for tfoe rest 1 of the staff to continually try to cover up for 
Thayer’s mistakes* He is no good for teamwork and is a bad organiser . The info 
who is nnn aidered to be very reliahl«* l l- 

expressed great 










Confidential Informant ] is considered to be of extremely hdgb 

veracity has been unquestioned on several occasions on which he has been an informant 
gave the following informations 







▼ 
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tlie other Arm officer, whose name I do not remember, celled Thayer "Cherile „* 
Haeyer et thet time wee nmrried* I .J told me that although Thayer wee carried he 
« "high claaa" ha and is known only among "high placed" homoeexuele...*. 


la 



A 'S -■ J. afog®*** a^' 1 ''. X~Zz 

jftUATTON 



a? K. 


i/r. tilliam P. Rogers 
j)4z>uty Attorney General 

Director, FBI 


n A .L s A/hhLL: i ThAYcX 


Reference id made to your conversut ion with. Assistant 
to the Director l, P* Nichols on February <t, 1953, concerning 
the natcing of name checks on employees of the Voice of Africa 
in New York City for the Senate permanent Subcommittee on 
J nue stigations headed by Senator Joseph fl . McCarthy (s. sis c -) 

In accordance with your desires, there are attaches 
two codes of a memorandum reflecting information from the files 
of this bureau concerning Thayer . 

Tnis memorandum, unless advised to the contrary, will 
he given to the senate Permanent Subcommittee on Jnvesti;ations 
on or after February SO, 196o. 

For your information, a fecurity-type inveaiigation 
was initiated by this Bureau on February Id, 1949, ana was 
completed by a report dated April 18, 1949. Copies of the 
investigative reports in this matter were furnished to the then 
Assistant Attorney General under daze of April 14, 1950, at his 
request. 


0 


to 




f-e" ’--s 
Fecr'^r' l , 



S 4 tr.» 




It is noted that the injomotion contained m the 
memorandum, which is to be forwarded to the jenate Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations, was obtained during the course 
of this SvGurity-tyne mvestigat ion. 

For your further information, a Loyalty of overnnent 
Employees investigation, under the provisions of executive Oraer 
9835, was conducted by this Bureau between April 39, 1949 and 
.Tune 21, 1949. The results of this invest igation were transmitted 
to the Departmenb of .Justice under date of June 21, 1949. The 
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Maroh 4, 19S3 


<>^ 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

-::uholo ' J l j /’,~* u 

CHARtSS mils# TBA TER 


PERSONAL AML V VMP T T f gN T TAL 



As a matter of pots ibis interest , I •* forwarding 
herewith a fttjuwrjt. •/ tnfernatien from our files on 
wheelet^Thayer presently assigned as consul General of the 
United States in Munich, Germany . f- uv; «*-)<>-/* 


llln wo vd. 1 ” 1 + 


P >>- /A 

aaiority of this information was obtained during 
the course of two investigations concerning Thayer which were 
conducted by this Bureau in 2949* As will be noted in the 
summary memorandum, one investigation was a Security~type 
investigation * Ths other was oonduoted under the provieione 
of Executive Order 9836 . 


pbia summary, you will note, contains allegations 
that Thayer, while operating in Jtaly and Yugoslavia with the 
Office sf Strategic Services during world War II, was pro-Tito 
and a close asssoiats of ths Russians and other Commaniete* 
rt was thought by ssms infsrmants that Thayer went far beyond 
the limits sailed for in hio offictal capacity in his sympa¬ 
thies and associations while in TUgcolavtu . Thayer is e2*« 
accused of reporting false tnfermatien regarding the Yugoslav 
situation at that time . 


This summary also contains information unfavorable 
to the moral coitditot of Thayer and eeveral^ of jji^aseoctates 
who are identified therein . ~ ~ 

For your further information, * n 
posseseion of all investigative reports suWitt*Pduring the 
course of the two Bureau inveetigations . $3 

A copy of this sutmary memorandum £* ifjting transmitted 
to the Honorable Sherman Adams, The AesistaM ** the President , 

and to General Walter Bedell Smith, Under Secretary of State . 


b»i*««_ 
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■ '^o( 

Sherman Adam* 

Th* Aeeietant to th« President 
The whito you** 

Washington, D* C> 

My d*ar Mr* Adame t 



RECORDED - 

If 

Honorable 


PERSONAL AMD 
7IA LIAISON 



A* a nattor of posetblo interest, I am forwarding 
herswith a oummary of information from our filoo on Chari** 
Who*lor Thayar prooontly a ootgnod ao Consul General of tho 
United Statoo in Muntoh, Germany* 

Tho majority of thi* information was obtained during 
the oouroe of two investigation* oonoerning Thayer i ehteh mere 
oondueted by thie Bureau tn 1949 ♦ A* mill be oo*#C im^the 
oummary memorandum\, one investigation mao a 3**urtfy~Btyp* 
investigation ♦ The other wa* oondueted under the pTeuifione 
of Exoouttvo Order 9935* ™ 

i oo 

Thie oummary, you mill note, oontaine all egadd on* 
that Thayer, while operating in Italy and rugoolmuid wph the 
Off toe of St rat eg to Service* during W*rld War IX, woo pm>~TitQ 
and a ole** aeeeotate of tho Buootano and othor gommmmigto* 

It wao thought by e omo informants that Thayer went fir beyond 
the limite called for in hie eapaetty *n hte sympa¬ 

thies and oo eociation* while tn Jugoslavia ♦ Thayer to aloo 
aooused of reporting faleo information regarding the rugoelav 
$ituation at that time • 


Thie oummary alee eontain* information unfavorable 
to the moral oonduot of Thayor and several of hi* associate* 
_ who are identified therein • 

_ 




-* hUr ^-r— 

J __ 

A Xu t 

men _ 


With as*urano*9 of my highest ropardo. 


Enclosure 




youre, 

HonvAr 


| AX# 
| T2MP . 
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datu. 
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jfcCURITY INFORMAXION CUi<FUj JNTIAL 


March 4, 1953 

-■v o ^ PERSONAL AND GQimt>fMZU*U 

VIA LIAISON 


Honorable Walter Bedell Smith 
Under Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D„ C. 

My dear General fcrnith: 




As a matter of possible interest, I am forwarding herewith a 
summary of information from our files on Charles W heeler Thayer, presently 
assigned as Consul General of the United States in Munich, Germany. 


The majority of this information was obtained during the course 
of two investigations concerning Thayer which were conducted by this Bureau 
in 1949. As will be noted in the summary memorandum, one investigation 
was a Security-type investigation. The other was conducted under the 
provisions of Executive Order 9835. 

This summary, you will note, contains allegations that Thaj^r|S 
while operating in Italy and Yugoslavia with the Office of Strategic* Ser^ic^ 
during World War II, was pro-Tito and a close associate of the Russes 
and other Communists. It was thought by some informants that Thay$nwd?ft 
far beyond the limits called for in his official capacity in hi3 sympaRteb abb 
associations while in Yugoslavia. Thayer is also accused of reporting falseg: 
information regarding the Yugoslav situation at that time. i j^ 

* ' 1 

This summary also contains information unfavorable to the moral 
conduct of Thayer and several of his associates who are identified therein. 


With assurances of my highest regards, 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

I / J 

TO t MR » D* M. LADD I / 


PROM 


A, E. BELMONT 



O 


subject 5 CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 


\ 





On a memorandum dated February 25, 1953, transmitting 
for the information of the Director a summary memorandum 
concerning Thayer, the Director noted, "I want copy m memo 
orm sent A*G* & Gov . Adams of all material we have on 
Thayer • H* 11 The attached summary has been prepared pursuant 
to these instructions • 

In the preparation of this summary memorandum a 
summary dated April 24, 1950, was utilised in its entirety and 
brought up to date . The substance of all pertinent information 
in the mam files and "See n references has been included . It 
will be noted, however, that the information aovearing on the 
last three pages of the attached memorandum has not been 
disseminated . This information is not being disseminated 
because it is either administrative in nature, not pertinent, 
nonspecific and relates to similar information which is 
\soecifically quoted in the main summary or is of suoh nature 
J that it should not be disseminated outside of the Bureau, as 
i for example Thayer 1 s reauest to have the New York Office check 
•his telephone for a tap, which request was declined, and his 
alleged statement that the FBI was ,r hamstringing " the Voice of 
America Program because we were not completing the investigations 
within the agreed upon deadline , 


Tracy ■ 


Gciity . 
Mafcr— 


•Utafroad _ 

T«l( — 

Hollo***- 

Srzoo-- 

Mua Gaudy - 



\ v Pursuant to instructions received on the morning of 

\ S ) March 4, 1953, a letter is also attached addressed to General 
] J Walter Bedell Smith transmitting a copy of the summary memorandum . 


ACTION: 


If you anprove, there are attached letters addressed 
to Governor Sherman Adams, The Attorney General, and General 
Walter Bedell Smith transmitting copies of the summary memorandum . 


Attachments (3) 
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March 4, 1953 



\ , 

t y 


nus 

MfcM^RANDUM F.JK MR. TCMUSON 

MR. LAPP 
MR. NICHOLS 

General Walter Bedell Smite called me today 
and stated something may coma up about Charlearhayer in 
connection with tee Voice of America hearings. Seneral 
Smith stated Thayer is accused of certain homosexuality and 
other things. The General asked If I would privately eend him 
a little summary of what we have on Charles Thayer, and he 
would give it to Oonoid Pourie. X told tee General I would 
send It over to him today, and that aa a matter of fact we had 
already had a request for some informstion along that line, 
although I did not know whether it had come from his Security 
Section at State. 


Very truly yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


M ion _ 

_ 

Uch&la_ . 

SeUrie _ _ 

01 «^___ 

QlnTJn _ _ 

Usrbo __ 

__ 

****__ 

*y*Htp___ 

Jfkf__ 

__ 
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sTAndahd 1*0am no 64 


Office Memorancm'v* 


Mr. Tolson 


yfr 




UNITED SI* 


uVERNMENT 

date- February 4, 

> Toison X_- 

1/7. t/s£S 


L. B. Nichols 


SUBJECT 


At t ( T >!J •'ivry- N 

uni * i 

j^z Ce?h\rt told me that Senatty^tCfcCarthy and 


H 0 H ‘ A’ / I K C(/v m | told me that SenatQ^*McCarthy and 
Senator*^ ergusdn, representing the Foreign Relations Committee 
are going to sit jointly in an investigation of VOA in New York. 
He states they have some fabulous information about kickbacks 
m the VOA in New York, although he does not know the names, 
.that the situation is so bad in the New York office of VOA, that 
[there are se cret pro American cells. The left-wing apparatus, 
according to I I was organized by Charle 8 { ^Thayex and these—■ 

hope to get him before the Committee m the!near future. 


cc: Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Belmont 


LBNtMP 




Vr* i 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

add y$-W DATB - February 25, 1953 s 

0 % 


Mr. D. U. Ladd 


FROM 


SUBJECT. 

y 


A. H. Belmoi 




CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 


SYNOPSIS: 


HT T^CHM^TTOM CO w T &TNEO ^ 
OfEu* ' ik srY / yu 


y' 


j&i zkA 




j&r 

(&g 


On a routing slip of February 23, 1953, to wMoft 
was attached a newspaper clipping concerning members of the 
Thayer family, the Director noted, I note this Thayer is 
Consul General at Munich. IsnH he the one we have e 
file on. Let me have summary. X. 

20^60035 and 121-17249, concerning Thayer 00 *P{ eted 
to a request from the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on I/ivesti- 
gai “ioYf (fcCarthy CormitUe) on February 17, 1953 and ^crania 
prepared. At request of Deputy Attorney General Will tow £• 
Wooers, this material not given to McCarthy Committee j* Through 
Bureau liaison State Department has confirmed Thayer s employment 
as Consul General in Munich, Germany. Memora ® n 
February 17, 1953, attached for information of the Director 1 ^ 

RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached memoranda concerning Thayer be ( 
forwarded to the Director for his information. 
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Memo to Mr* Ladd 

Bet Charles Wheeler Thayer 


DETAILS : 

On February 23, 1953, the Director forwarded by 
routing slip a newspaper clipping concerning members of the 
family of Charles Wheeler Thayer* The clipping stated among 
\\ other things that Thayer was United States Consul General in 
1 Munich* The Director noted on the routing slip, n I note this 
Thayer is Consul General at Munich . Isn't he the one we have 
1 quite a file on. Let me have summary . &*" 

As you will recall, pursuant to a request from the 
Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigation {McCarthy 
Committee) and upon instructions of the Deputy Attorney General 
William P* Rogers, a summary on Thayer was completed under date 
of February 17, 1953* This summary, which consisted of a cover 
memorandum and a memorandum suitable for transmission to the 
McCarthy Committee, although not a complete summary of all 
"see 1 ' references, was a complete summary of two main files 
which the Bureau has on Thayer « These files, a Security 
Matter - C (100-360035) and a Loyalty of Government Employees 
(121-17249), reflect the results of the Bureau's investigations 
of Thayer conducted in 1949* 

It is noted that under date of February 24, 1953, 

Mr* Nichols placed an addendum on the cover memorandum of 
February 17, 1953, advising that the material contained in the 
memorandum originally intended for transmittal to the McCarthy 
Committee was not given to that Committee at the request of 
Deputy Attorney General Rogers* 

On February 24, 1953, through Bureau liaison channels, 
I Thayer's employment as Consul General in Munich,^ Germany, uxxs 
1 discreetly verified at the U* S , Department of State* 

In view of the recent date of the attached memoranda 
prepared pursuant to the request of the McCarthy Committee, 
it is recommended that they be forwarded to the Director for 
his information* 
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Office Memorandum 


TO « UB*. I>* M * LADD 


FROM A*. H+ BELMO 



UNITED SPATES GOVERNMENT 

date i February 17, 1953 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 

Per State 


SUBJECT: \\ CHARLES WHEELS BOATER ~ 

{{(McCarthy Committee Bequest) 

1 \[,L l!"‘ r 

H V ,P L by vb - i 


SYNOPSIS: 


DATS 



^a»e c/iecfr on T/iayer node pursuant to reguest o/ 
McCarthy Committee. Thayer was subject of Security Matter - <7 
investigation between February - April, 1949, and a Loyalty of 
Government Employees investigation between April - «njne, ■****• 
Thayer with Office of Strategic Services during World War II, 
operated in Yugoslavia and was reported to have been very pro- 
Tito and close associate of Russians and other Communists* 
HiQhly-placed State Department officials and former Director 
of the Office of Strategic Services advised that Thayer did 
exemplary job in Yugoslavia and that he worked closely with 
Tito, the Russians and other Communists on orders as it was 
his express* duty to cultivate them and gftt alone with JfA& y 

as much as possible • I _ ..... . ■ ■ ,.. L __ ‘ 

| | knew Thayer in Belgrade m 19 44, stated Thayer 

TTm^Tof 'reporting .fal se information reg arding Yugoslav 
situation at that time. V I former American 

Embassy official, Belgrade, stated Thayer publicly showered 
too much attention on Tito* Thayer admittedly father of 

t* child of former f.mclover.. Voice d) f dfflfirifift . Hf , W Y U£k 


b7C 


j gitimain 
Citv. L 


I Q\ tV* i— | Rel lably 

"reported to be a homosexual and an associate of many self- 
admitted homosexuals . information obtained during Se curity 
investigation furnished on very confidential basis by [ 


jjtftate department 


Substance of 

Information obtainea aurmg bureau's Security investigation 
concerning Thayer incorporated in memorandum for transmittal 
to the Senate Subcommittee. Information obtained during Loyaltjj 
investigation ,gannot be da gemmated because of Presidential 
Directive « Recommendation: That attached memorandum be 
forwarded to the McCarthy Committee and attached letter enclosing 
memorandum be forwarded to Deputy Attorney General Rogers for 
information* 
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Memo to Mr. D» M. Ladd 
from A. H. Belmont 


RE: CHARLES WHEELER TBA7ER 


PURPOSE : 

To advise you, pursuant to a request from the Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations (McCarthy Committee), 
of the results of a name check on the captioned individual. 

BACKGROUND : 

By memorandum dated January 27, 1953, Mr. Nichols 
advised Mr. Tolson that on January 26, 1953, Roy Cohn, Chief 
Counsel, Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, had 
given him, informally, a list of names of individuals connected 
with the Voice of America on whom he, Cohn, wished name checks . 

After Mr « Nichols had discussed this matter with Deputy Attorney 
General Rogers on February 4, 1953, instructions were issued to 
proceed with the name checks. Charles Thayer was one of the 
individuals listed. According to the information furnished by 
Mr ♦ Cohn, Thayer was located m Europe but his present position 
was not known. It was also stated that Thayer was head of the 
entire operation m Europe. 

By memorandum dated February 4, 1953, Mr. Nichols 
advised Mr. Tolson that Don Surine, former Bureau Agent and 
presently Assistant Counsel, Senate Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations, had advised him that Senators McCarthy and 
Ferguson, the latter representing the Foreign Relations Committee, 
were going to sit Jointly in an investigation of the Voice of 
America m New York City. Among other things, Surine stated that 
the "left-wing apparatus" m the Voice of America had been organised 
by Charles Thayer and that they honed to get him before the 
Committee in the near future. The Director noted "They certainly 
should expose him & his present tie-in with State Dept. H." 

SCOPE OF SEARCH : 

In the preparation of this memorandum, Thayer's name 
was searched through the double initial. 

BUREAU INVESTIGATIONS: 


A Security-type investigation concerning Thayer was 
initiated on February 13, 1949, and was completed by a report 



Memo to Mr. D. M. Ladd 
from, A • H . Belmont 


RE: CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 


dated April 18, 1949. Copies of the investigative reports in 
this matter were furnished to the then Assistant Attorney General 
under date of April 14, 1950, at his request. (121-17249-50) 


A Loya ltyo f Government Employees investigation was_ 
initiaU±omtcTrning~Thayer on April 29, 1949 . This investigation 
was^predioated upon information received from the Security Division 
of the department of State which indicated that while Thayer was 
with the Office of Strategic Services during World War II and 
while operating m Yugoslavia he had been very friendly with the 
/Russians and other Communists, and had exhibited a pro-Tito attitude 
and a dislike for General Draza Mihailovich, the leader of a rival 
guerrilla Yugoslav group. 


The results of this investigation were transmitted to 
the United States Civil Service Commission and to the Department 
of Justice under date of June 21, 1949, By letter dated 
February 14, 1950, the Loyalty Review Board of the Civil Service 
Commission advised that Thayer had been declared "eligible on 
I loyalty. " (121-17249-50) - -- 

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS : 

Security Matter - C I n vestigation ;(100-36QQ35) 


A review of the Security Matter - C file concerning 
Thayer reflects that all of the pertinent information relative 
to his activities up to the time of the investigation is con¬ 
tained in a Washington Field Office report dated April 1, 1949. 
(100-360035-15) b7D Per state 


The bulk of the info rmation obtained by the W ashington 

Field Office was obtained /r ogt| _ — I 

"". { Department of State. 

[furnished this information, which included information 
obtained by him from State Department undercover a gents, to the 
Bureau on a most confidential basis • According t o | ~ | the 

State Department f s investigation had been initiated by tne 
Division of Security and investigat ions because of Thayer's 
homosexual proclivities. 1 | further stated that knowledge 

of the investigation had become Known to Thayer by some unknown 
means and that Thayer thereupon went to Charles "Chip" Bohlen, 
Counsel of the State Department and Thayer's brother-in-law. 


3 




Memo to Mr. D. M. Ladd ME: CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 

from A. H . Belmont 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


and had advised, him of same. It was further alleged that Bohlen, 
upon learning of the investigation, went to Under Secretary of 
State Robert Lovett; made a complaint, and then Lovett allegedly 
gave instructions to cease the Thayer investigation * 

At the time the Bureau conducted this Security Matter 
investigation, no official record of the investigation conducted 
by the Stat e Decartment appeared in the records of the State 
Department. I I however, made available an unofficial 

copy of the results. 

. — j n addition to making avail able the u nofficial copy of 

the State Department's investigation. I ^Af urther made 

available information which he had obtained from an undercover 
operator of his whom he used in the investigation of homosexuals 
, m the State Department. This undercover agent alleged that 
y Thayer had been found by him in a position with another man which 
I indicated t hat Thayer had been engaging m a homosexual act. 

| |undercover agent further stated that Thayer had made 

personal advances to him of a nature indicating such tendencies 
on Thayer's part. 

The Bureau's Security investigation established that 
Thayer undoubtedly was a homosexual; that while with the Office 
of Strategic Services during World War II had supported the 
Communists and Communist sympathisers in Yugoslavia, and reportedly 
associated with Russians and other individuals sympathetic to the 
Russian and Communist cause, n ur innentiaatian further d i sc In and \ 

^ that he was a patient of Doctor I ^ 

| in addition, information was obtained that Thayer> / 

was the father of an illegitimate child born to an empl oyee of the ,, 
Voice of America, New York City, and that Doctor | | had delivered • 

this ohild. 

— "* While, as pointed out above, the bulk of the information 

I ^obtained during the Security investigation ms obtained from _^ 

department, wno furnished it on a very c onjidential basis +__ 
it is thought tha t the substance of this information can now safelu 

he disseminated. I ~ _ - _I 

|the State Department and 

T+ 7° thnunkt T.nnT. nil move m niuina the substance Of the 

information obtained throughj i that neither his cooperation 

with the Bureau nor the confidential sources of his information 
will be uncovered. 


blC 

b7D 
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Memo to Mr . D. M . .Ladd 
/ro* A* if* Belmont 


BE; CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 


Loyalty of Government Employees 
Investigation : (121-17249) 


b7D 


per State 


L 


As was noted above, a Loyalty of Government Employees 
investigation conoerning Thayer was instituted on April 29, 1949 . 
The investigat ion was predicated upon the information received 
.from ] I m the Department of State which indicated that 

while Thayer was operating with the Office of Strategic Services 
during World War II he had been friendly with the Russians and 
had exhibited pro-Tito tendencies . 


As was pointed out in the section covering the Bureau's 
Security investigation of Thayer, the report of the State Depart¬ 
ment 's investigation was ndfcinoorporated in Thayer 's file at th e 
State Department and was furnished unofficially by \ I 

However, during the Loyalty of Government Employees investigation, 
a routine request of the State Department's Security Di vision for 
a check of its indices on Thayer produced this report bj A I 

and it had evidently been made a part of the official files of ihe 
State Department . 

Of fog...«MMLfaUtt. SMSj^lTSS.J^ , stat S Htpartment 
during theHureau's ^ecurii ii^JUMt^avaSan was nof mc orporatp^ 

•tgar reporis. of t he LQ.uaItu invesil aMddJUL. in&JWhTas)* you will 
reoaTlT at that time it was not the policy during the JCbUhlttT of 
'Go vernme nt Empi oyeeS ^a 

person's mora ls. m l o^yaltty'TeporTa^unle’ s s jDiQh. IBJt. 9 ,f$ 91 \°» M3 
volunteered, by witnesses interviewed during the Loyalty investi - 

gattZTT' - b?c 


During the Loyalty investigation of Thayer, cojisiderahi eb7D 
information bearing on Thayer's homose xuality yog vpluntepred by 
wlmesses who 'were 'Interviewed^by Agents of this Bureau regarding 
his loyalty and^ since this information had been volunteered, it 
was included, in the loyalty reports which were subsequently 
<SuTie mhalfecF, 

Regard ing^ the information concerning Thay er being the 

no inforaaUon'mT volunteered 

along these lines by witnesses interviewed during the Loyalty 
investigation and, since this informat ion had be en given to the 
Bureau on a very confidential basis by] | it was not^included 

in the reports covering the Loyalty mvestigati on. 

* * * • -• *-•**-*- 
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Memo to Mr, D, M . Ladd 
from A . H . Belmont 


RE: CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 


Independent of the information obtained from the files 
of the State Be oartment during the Bureau's Loyalt y investigation, 

{ I advised that 

he had known Thayer in Belgrade in 1944 and that Thayer had been 
-atLLUui of report ing false information regarding Tito to Washington , b?c 
,j I I further advised that Thayer had played up Tito and ^ ^ 

K 1 suppressed facts regarding Tito's desire of forming a Balkan b/D 

confederacy* Further, this same informant advised that Th ayer _ 

had had several communists on his staff, the names of whom —l 

could not recall* 


Cur Lovaltv investigation reflected furt her that 

I at the American 

Embassy in Belgrade, had advised that Thayer publicly showered 
too much of his attention on Tito while attending various 
receptions in Belgrade, 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 


- land who had previously furnished 

information to the Department of State, advised that while Thayer 
was connected with the Office of Strategic Services he had been 
contacted by American citizen* residing, in Yugosla via who had 
reguested economic help* According to I I these American 

citizens had been given the "brushoff" when they indicated to 
Thayer that they were critical of the Communists and the inter¬ 
vention of the Soviet Government in Yugoslavia* 


Our Loyalty investigation also reflected that | .—I 

1 of the international Broadcasting Division, Voice of 
America, had advised that he recalled one occasion when Thayer 
had been instructed not to hire an individual by the name of 

\ because the State department Security Office had 
not given him clearance . Thayer employed \ J in spite of 

this for the Voice of America programs* 

Other information was obtained that Thayer, while heading 
the Voice of America in New York, caused programs to be colored 
with Communist Party line propaganda* 


Thayer toas transferred from his position as head of the 
International Broadcasting Division of the Voice of America in 
New York City in August or September, 1949, to accept a position 
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Memo to Mr . D* M» Ladd 
from A * B . 5e2fliont 


CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 


in the United States Embassy in Greece ♦ On March 27, 1950, 

Thayer was married to the daughter of Ambassador James C . Dunn, 
(121-17249-45) 

During our Loyalty investigation, favorable comments 
concerning Thayer, his character, reputation, morals and loyalty 
were made by the following individuals who were contacted: 

Cavendish 3F. Cannon, United States Ambassador to 
Yugoslavia in charge of Yugoslavian affairs in the Department of 
State at the time Thayer was in Yugoslavia with the Office of 
Strategic Services . 

William Donovan, former Director of the Office of 
Strategic Services . 

Fay D. Kohler, Charge de Affaires ad Interim, 

American Embassy, Moscow « 

Walter Thurston, United States Ambassador to Moscow . 

According to these individuals, especially Cannon and 
Donovan, Thayer did exemplary work while with the Office of 
Strategic Services . These individuals, and others, advised that 
as head of the Office of Strategic Services' mission to Yugoslavia 
it was Thayer's job and duty to cultivate Marshal Tito and to get 
along with him and the other Communists as best he could . They 
pointed out that it was natural for Thayer, m carrying out his 
duties, to associate closely with not only a pro-Tito clique, but 
also Russians, pro-Russians and Communists . (121-17249-50) 

The Bureau is precluded by Presidential Directive from 
disseminating information obtained during the course of a Loyalty 
of Government Employees investigation to agencies or individuals 
outside of the Executive Branch of the Government . In view of 
this, it is not thought that dissemination of this information 
can be made to the Senate permanent Subcommittee on Investigations . 
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Memo to Mr. D. U . Ladd 
from A . H. Belmont 


BE: CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 


b.7C 

b7D 1 ---—-— - 

As was noted above during the Bureau’s Loyalty mvesti- 
aa+.ion the Department of State’s file contained the results of 
| 1 investigation of Thayer . Therefore, it is thought 

1 that ifie Subcommittee should be referred to the State Department 
to obtain further information . 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

If V°a approve, there is attached a letter to the 
1 Deputy Attorney General enclosing a memorandum which, unless 
\ advised to the contrary, will be forwarded to the Senate Sub- 
I committee on or after February 20, 1953 . 

That the attached memorandum be forwarded to the 
Senate permanent Subcommittee on Investigations • 

That it be suggested to the Senate permanent Sub~ 
committee on investigations that they may wish to check the 
files of the Department of State for information concerning 

Thayer • 





reauest of Deputy Attorney General William Rogers this a.ra., 
as^set out in my memorandum of today captioned Voice of America 
Requests from Senate Investigating Committe^ 
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February 17, 1953 


o 

CM HU'S WHEELER THAYER 


<?,**>**-*■: 6v//ee *-< 



f// ,}/?/(- ° *0 * * 

/V. V vj*$»,o,c, 

Thayer was the subject of an investigation by this 
bureau during the first part of 1949 . 


During thin investigation, information mao obtained 
from reliable non rate and from sources formerly connected with 
the Office of strategic Service* during World War II, mho, In 
the pact, have furnished rel table information, that Thayer, 
while with the Office ef Strategic Servicee stationed at Ban, 
Italy, had a*eoeiated with and supported the Communist* and 
Communist *ympatki*er* within the Office ef strategic Servioes* 

It mat further reported *Ant Thayer man pre~Tito and allegedly 
tea* influential in dettreying the *Mihailovich Legend ,, and had 
turned the euppert of the United Statee from General vra*a 
Mihailovich, leader ef a Tug*Slav guerrilla band, to Marshal 
Tito . It was further reliably reported that while with the 
office of Strategic Servtoee in Surepe Thayer reportedly 
a**ociated with Russians and ether individuals sympathetic to 
the Comnupiet cauee . It was the opinion ef thoee informant* 
that Thayer went far beyond the limit* called for in hi* official 
capacity In hi* synpathies and association* while in Yugoslavia* 

One source advised tfcat several Americans, who had been 
stranded in Yugoslavia during the mar, were almost abused when 
they went to the Military Mission for help and that these 
Americans mho mere involved had sspressed criticism concerning 
Tito f s Communistic regime * 

It was further reported by reliable sources that In 
his capacity o« head of the foice of America in Mew fork City 


with the Yugoslav Embassy,ip Washington, n* C 

'***(,, S' 
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urr j&fg lit ati oh - c&trrr 


The investigation 


a patient of motor 


rther rofloot*4 that Thayer was 


of Horn York Git 



I Tito inves tigatio n roflooted* however, that v 
Thayer'* connection with Doctor } A ppeared to have boon 
prfnarUy that of doctor and patient* b7c 

According to a reliable source, Thayer mao the father Per state 
of an illegitimate ohtld born to an employee of the rotes of 
America in Hew Tort City* Xu thio connection, Tha yer had made 
arrangomente to have the child deli me red by Doctor } ~~\ 

According *• other reliable informanto, Thayer mao 
undoubtedly a homosexual* The investigation dieoloeed that he 
was a very oloee aeeociate of numerous individuals mho at one 
time or another had boon connected mtth the Department of State 
and who had either admitted their homosexual tendencies or had 
been accused by one another a* peaceooing ouch tendencies* 

Other sources, considered reliable, had advised that 
Thayer 9 s homooeoual proclivities wore the subfoot of much 
dtocuooicn and mere well known while Thayer wae connected with 
the Offtee cf Strategic Services in Yugoslavia during Vo rid far ix. 
one oouroo stated that ho had hoard members of the Yugoslavian 
foreign Office make reference to Thayer*s homosexuality and when¬ 
ever such a eubfeot came up they always pointed a ftnger at Thayer . 

Thayer mao investigated by this Bureau under the 
provisions of Executive Order 968$ during the period Aprtl 8v to 
Juno 81, 1949. In view of thio, the Bureau is precluded by 
Presidential Directive from disseminating information obtained 
during a loyalty of Government Employees investigation outside 
of the 1 ixooutive Branch of the Government* 


Thio material contains information affecting the 
national defense of the Vnttod States within the meaning cf the 
espionage laws, Title 16, U*8*C., Setto* 798 and 794, the transmission 
or revelation of which in any manner tc an unauthorised person is 
prohibitod by law* 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


THE DIRECTOR 


DATE. hltlQ «5_> 1963 


FROM { 


SUBJECT? 


2>. U . LADD ir/ 

o T 

CHARLES THAYER i 

FORMER STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL 


O Vl V -- 
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as was -the alleged "resignation" of Charles Thayer from ftis /'> 
State Department poet in Munich . 

a that ?ig mas ueri/ much surprise d to 

lltiarn tftfttf I .honor, ai wHich a gxftwas presented 

1 - 1 — -- thought thatj in view of the highly 

*nn+.r*nuAraiai situation concerning Thayer , it was extreme ly 
bad taste on the part of\ 1 


itated that also while he was there , 
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recommendation: 


JFSshke 


This is for your information ♦ 
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ADk-TKAYER* MUNICH 

/A CONIUlATE-GKNEKAL SPOKESMAN SAID THAYFR VIHTED HIS OFFICE THXf5 
MORNING AND IT XU WAS IN WUNICM* 

THE SPOKESMAN UID* "THAYER HAD BEEN INTEN^IVFLY INVESTIGATED BY THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT AND BEEN GIVEN A FULL CLEARANCE AND NOW, RATHER THAN 
HAVE THE WHOLE AFFAIR REOPENED. HE PREFERRED TO RESIGN*"* 

THAYER HIMSELF WAS NOT IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT. V 3 

THE SPOKESMAN CONFIRMED THAYER HAD SEEN ORDERED HOME DY THE STATE ^ 
DEPARTMENT, } 

nr SAID THAYER FLEW BACK TO WASHINGTON LAST SUNDAY* SPENT ONE DAY J 
THERE IN CONFERENCE WITH DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS AND RETURNED TO r^i 

CZKM NY YESTERDAY* Uf 

JmAYER*S SISTER IS BOHU'N'S WIFE. TKAYFP*S WIFE IS THE DAUGHTER OF^| 
JA#S C, DUNN, U, S, AMBASSADOR TO MADRID* N 

3/26—S|004A 








Officials D. JT 
With McCarthy Over 
Thayer's 'Separation' 

By lh* Asjocioled Pm* 

The State Department and 
Senatoi McCarthy, Republican, 
of Wisconsin, weie in disagree¬ 
ment today about the separation 
fiom the foreign service of 
Charles VrhaysL brother-in-law I 
■oI“CKailes E (Chip) Bohlen, 
nominee foi Ambassador to Mos- 


Senator McCaithy told the 
been oideied home “and is, I 
Senate yesterday Mr Thayer had 
understand, to be discharged ” 
He gave no reason 

Says He Resigned 
L incoln ., Whiter-State, Departs. 
ment press officer,jsaid Mr Thay¬ 
er TTad“resIlne9''as' Consul and 
principal officer ffit it 1 © United 
States High Commissioner at 
Munich, Gefmgny, “because' he 
wants to devote his lull time to 
writing ” Mi White said he did" 
not know whethei the resigna¬ 
tion was lequested 
Senator McCarthy said Mr 
Thayei’s activities when he was 
head of the "Voice of Amenca" 
are “well known to the Senate " 
In Munich a close friend of 
Mr Thayer explained “Just the 
other day, he heard that there 
were demands by the McCarthy 
crowd for a leopenmg of his en¬ 
tire case and a public review of 
it I guess he decided the job 
wasn’t worth being smeaied" 

The 43-year-old formei diplo¬ 
mat was graduated from West 
Point m 1933 and served as a 
paratroop lieutenant colonel in 
Woild War II He seived with 
the Aimy and the State Depait- 
ment m a senes of posts, in- i 
eluding Berlin, Hamburg, Mos- 
1 cow, Belgrade and Bonn before 
the Munich assignment Like 
Mi Bohlen, he is conside r! oner 
of'tnd 1 Country's top experts on 
Russia 


Tweathers Fired, He Says 
apS^m ,tor McCarthy 
his Senate speech thax tne State 
, Department also recently fired 
two other persons, Bempmm 
« B»tfr-nwp igpfi one-time Assistant f 
High Commissioner for Ger¬ 
many, and a womajp*he identi¬ 
fied as Mrs E arto * The 
State Department saicfhe ap¬ 
parently referred to a formei 
Mrs. Mavgarofctfcarter. who at 
one tl ffle t ng a public liaison 
post m the department, and is 
now remarried and named Mor¬ 
gan 

Mi Buttenweiser and Mrs 
Morgan told newsmen they long 
ago resigned from regular jobs 
m the‘State Department, and 
subsequently served occasionally 
as consultants The State De¬ 
partment said they were dropped 
foi economy reasons when the 
l consultant rolls weie pruned in 
recent weeks 

The Wisconsin Senator said 
Alger Hiss was “harbored” m 
Mr Buttenweisei’s home between 
Hiss’ two trials Mr Butten¬ 
weiser denied any connection 
with the Hiss case, saying he 
was m Geimany duimg the 
tvfcils, but that his wife, a law>tei, 
was a. member of Hiss’ lelal 
counsel i 

Hissjfoimer State Department 
official Is serving a sentence Tor 
perjuiw Hie mnvictum was 

baled on his denial that he jrad 
palsed Government secrets fo a 
Communist spy ring j 

Differ on Identity. « 

Senator McCarthy described 
“Mis E C Carter” as a $50-a-1 
day consultant whose husband' 
headed the Institute of Pacific' 

, Relations This pnvate research 
' group has been mentioned often 
_ m congiesslonal investigations 
j Senator McCaithy said’ it was 
“Commumst-conti oiled." 

1 State Department officials said 
Mrs Moigan was not the wife 
of E C Carter, former Institute 
of Paoific Relations chief, but 
had been married to, and di¬ 
vorced from, his son, William 
Carter 

Senatoi McCaithy said, with¬ 
out elaboration, that R W Scott 1 
| McLeod, lecently-appomted State 
j Depaitment security officer, 
caused the removal of Mr. But- 
tenweisev and Mrs Caitei 

Mr Buttenweiser m New York 
said he voluntarily resigned his 
full-time State Department post 
December 1, 1951, and returned 
to the banking business in New 
York 

Mrs Morgan said she had left 
regular employment in mid-19M r [ 
and had “done practioally notjf- 
iiigas a consultant for metre 
tllfW jrekr ” HI 
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QUIT STATE DEPARTMENT POSTS—Senator McCarthy told 
the Senate yesterday the State Department'Is about to flrej 
Chaj&y£*Th»yer (left), American consul general at Munich! 
afid brother-in-law of Charles E. Bohlen But the department! 
said Mr Thayer quit Benjamin Buttenweiser (right), who| 
Senator McCarthy said has been dismissed as assistant high 
, commissioner for Germany, said he had quit long ago 

—AP Photos. 
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Mr. Harbo- 

Tracy - 
Mr. Gearty- 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Wiotetwpd- 


MEMORANDUM for the director 


Mr. Stzoo 
Miss Gandy 


O 


Re: Charles Wheeler Thayer 


The Secretary to Governor Adams called for you and m your absence 
asked to speak to one of your ^as^stants and I took the call. She immediate y pu^ 
Governor Adams on t he phone frho' stated th at he was calling concerning a letter 



Governor Adams stated that he was inclined to write either one of two 
'Ptypes of acknowledgment and his purpose in calling the Bureau was to determine 
Uf the Bureau had anv vie^rs to express concerning the acknowledgment of the 
l letter fron t fc dams state d that hia first alternative was to write 

|a letter substantially as follows: 

11 Your reaction is understandable and is a human one; however, 

. there is in possession of the Government, which is not available to 
j you, information indicating thatit would be ill-advised and make the 
Government subject to criticism if we retained as a high Government 
official one having the deficiencies which Thayer was found to have 
and which are adequately supported by facts. If you were m a position 
to be permitted to review all of the information which had been 
developed concerning Thayer, you would concur with the action which 
was happily taken by Thayer in having separated himself from Government 

service. 11 

Governor Adams stated that his other alternative was to set forth some 
of the specific facts which had been developed concerning Thayer. He stated, 
however, that he did not recall the detailed facts which were developed but it 
_fliat sftYiial tjerversion was involved. Therefore, it was 
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a Review be made of the FBI reports concerning Thayer and that he be advised 
of whether the Bureau had any views to express concerning the acknowledgment 
of this letter and if we had any objection to the use of the first of the two possible 
acknowledgments considered. 

I told him that I would be glad to review the Bureau's reports and 
call him back concerning the matter. 

We did not conduct a Special Inquiry investigation concerning Thayer 
for the White House. Attached is a summary memorandum dated March 1953 
which was prepared concerning Thayer and copies of our letters dated March 4, 
1953, to the State Department, the Attorney General, and Governor Adams with 
which we furnished each a copy of the attached summary. The f ile on Thayer 
reflects that a letter was addressed to him on March 6, 1953, by | 

111 . ~J;he State Department, advising 

him that it had been concluded {hat proceedings should be instituted to separate 
him from the foreign service on charges of misconduct pertaining to morality. 

He was advised that if he desired to waive this procedure, he could resign. 
Subsequent news releases reflect that Thayer's resignation was announced on 
May 26, 1953. 

The acknowledgment which Governor Adams has suggested and which 
is set forth m quotes, although a strong one, appears to be adequately supported 
by the facts appearing in the Bureau summary concerning Thayer. It would not 
seem to be desirable to state in the acknowledgment any of the specific facts 
which were developed,as considered by Governor Adams as the other possibility. 

RE C OMMENDAT ION: 


That I call Governor Adams and advise him the Bureau report on 
Thayer has been reviewed and the Bureau has no observations to make and 
will interpose no objection to the acknowledgment which he has suggested to 
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2he Attorney General 



Consul In Munich, Germany, was permitted to resign his post 
based on the conclusion of that agency that he should be 
separated from foreign service on, charges.of misconduct 
pe**taining to morality. I 


* ** - 
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LEGAL ATTACHE 
MADRID, SHIR 


CABLEGRAM 
CIPHER PAD CODS 
URGENT 
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{ESPIONAGE - R. 


RE UR REP DATED PSBRUART PITTSES, TIPTIPOUM, WHICH COSTA I MED 
LEAD TO IMTER VIEW CHARLES TEA TER. RUTILES RSPISCT THA7ER 
REQUE8TED-T0 RESIGN AS AMERICAN CONSUL GENERAL, MUNICH, GEMMA NT, 
BT DEPARTMENT OF STATE, MARCH SIX, TIPTTTHREE, BECAUSE OT 
CHARGES OT MISCONDUCT PERTAINING TO MORALITY. THAYER SUBSE¬ 
QUENTLY RESIGNED* IN VIEW OP POSE GOING AND PACT INTO OP TYPE 
THAYER MAT BE ABLE TO TURN IS H | IS A YAIIA RLE PROM OTHER 

SOURCES, YOU ARE INSTRUCTED NOT TO INTERVIEW THAYER* 
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another Government agency, Thayer, who was then American 
Consul m Munich, Germany, was permitted to resign his post 
based on the conclusion of that agency that he should be 
separated from foreign service on charges of misconduct 
pertaining to morality.^ j |/*/ Uu 'W 

sincerely yours, 

J * tUfcftl Iuv iv , 


\ 
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tto nor able Richard Nixon 



bl 


In March# 1953# according to the records of 
another Government agency# fhsyer# who was then American 
Consul in Munich# Germany# was permitted to resign hla post 
based on the conclusion of that agency that he should be 
separated from foreign service on charges of misconduct 
pertaining to morality, fl QA iUXl yXaj llfO/V 

Sincerely, 

l* Edg#r Hoovei; 
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1 Detailed summary prepared March, 1953 > re Thayer. Attached 
for complete information. Brief synopsis this summary and subsequent 
4 .n -.4- 4 TaI I /vlto invAsfcication bv Bureau February-April , 
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I. PERSONAL history 


CHARLES WHEELEafTHAIER 
I. PERSONAL HISTORY 


Charles Wheeler Thayer was born February 9, 1910, at 
Villanova, Pennsylvania. After completing his course of studies 
at St, Paul's preparatory School, Concord, New Hampshire, he 
entered the United States Military Academy, West Point. He 
attended this institution from 1929 through 1933 when he 
received a Bachelor of Science degree. 

After leaving West Point in 1933, Thayer served as 
a Second Lieutenant, U, S, Cavalry, Fort Myer, Virginia. He 
resigned his commission the same year to enter the United States 
State department Foreign Service, and in March, 1934, he was 
appointed clerk at the American Embassy, Moscow, Russia. In 
193? he received an appointment as Vice Consul at Moscow, Russia, 
and later the same year at Berlin, Germany. He was appointed 
Vice Consul at the U. S. Consulate General, Hamburg, Germany, 
in 1939 where he remained until February, 1940, when he became 
Vice Consul - Third Secretary at the U. S. Embassy m Moscow, 
Russia. In February, 1942, he was transferred to the same 
position at the U, S. Legation, Kabul, Afghanistan. In 1943 
he went to the U. S. Embassy, London, England, where he assumed 
the duties of Vice Consul - Third Secretary. 

On July 24, 1944, Thayer received ca temporary appoint¬ 
ment as Staff Officer with the Office of Strategic Services and 
entered on duty as a Major. On November 24, 1944, he received 
a temporary promotion to Lieutenant Colonel. He married Maria 
petrucci in Vienna, Austria, on October 11, 1945. In January, 
1946, Thayer was relieved of his OSS duties in Austria and 
returned to the United States where he was ordered to Tokyo, 
Japan, and Korea on temporary duty for the War Department 
Military Government. He was separated from the Armed Forces 
on March IB, 1946, at Korea and reverted to inactive status on 
May 5, 1946. On February 12, 194?, he was appointed a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Officers Reserve Corps. He received the following 
decorations and citations: Legion of Merit, Asiatic pacific 
Theater Ribbon, and European Theater Ribbon. 




II. INVESTIGATIONS BY FBI 
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From March, 1946, to August, 1946, Thayer served as 
United States Political Advisor with the U.S. - U.S.S.R. Joint 
Commission, Seoul, Korea. Thereafter he was assigned to the 
National War College, Washington, D. C., until November 13, 

1946, when he was assigned to the International Broadcasting 
Division, Office of the Associate Chief, New York, New York, 
as a Consultant (Russian). Effective December 28, 1947, he 
was promoted to Associate Chief and on March 10, 1949, he became 
Chief, International Broadcasting Division, (Voice of America) 
Department of State, New York, New York . As of March, 1949, 
Thayer listed his residence as 224 West 57th Street, New York, 
New York. 

On March 27, 1950, Thayer married the daughter of 
Ambassador James C. Dunn in Switzerland. 

At the present time Thayer is Consul General of the 
United States at Munich, Germany . 
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n. investigations by fbi 


A* Loyalty of Government Employees 

An investigation relative to Charles Wheeler Thayer 
was instituted on April 29, 1949, on the basis of information 
received from another government agency which conducts personnel 
and intelligence investigations indicating that while Thayer was 
stationed m Belgrade, Yugoslavia, with the Office of Strategic 
Services he was very friendly with the Russians, exhibited pro- 
Titoism and a dislike for General j Oraaa Mihailovich . Reports 
reflecting the results of this investigation were transmitted 
to the United States Civil Service Commission and the United 
States Department of Justice on June 21, 1949. By letter dated 
February 14, 1950, the Loyalty Review Board of the Civil Service 
Commission advised that Thayer had been declared "eligible on 
loyalty. " 


B. Security Matter - C 

A security type investigation concerning Thayer was 
instituted on February 18, 1949, and was completed by a report 
dated April 18, 1949 f Copies of investigative reports in this 
matter were furnished to Assistant Attorney General James M. 
Mclnerney, Criminal Division, United States Department of Justice, 
by memorandum dated April 4, 1950. 

pertinent information developed during the bourse of 
the above investigations is set forth herein under the appropriate 
captions • 




Ill, 







2 %,$ /msrican Hussion Institute for Cultural Relations 
with the Soviet Union, Inc*, New York City, also known as the 
American Russian Institute, has been declared by the Attorney 
General to be within the purview of Executive Order 9Q3S . 
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IV. ALLEGED PRO-COiOlVEIST AND/OR PROSOU ST 
OS SATELLITE ASSOCIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 





TV ALLEGES. Ppo-QQMfUNI ST AND/OB PPQ-SQVIJSI 
17 - activities 



On Hay S3 


in part as follows: 


~^\furnished a signed statement which reads 


tt 


March to be exact, I arrived 
the American Embassy 


in Belgrad e, 


b7D 


Per State 


or instructions 
supply them • Actually, 
us nor to interrogate 
(Military Mission to 
members of the Embassy, 


.In 1945, 

CharTe T r hayer .... .«* »• •• 

some preliminary ( l ue6 J }l0nir \p 9 . establish a friendly relation - 
Z\l\TtlVn\Z rugo e a iZ government and that /f the United States. 

He llso indicated that if there were any questions 
that we wanted he would be the man who would 
Colonel Thayer, had no business to conta .'i t q 
us as he was at that time Chief of the CSS 
Yugoslavia) and we of the State Department, 
were replacing that Military Mission. 

"To mu best knowledge, Colonel Thayer stayed in 

on 

flomo 

Grid ^^n^andVounr^r/^a; s^as*s 8«»lar situations 

inuostigating / u b . Miliary Mission, whose duty 

knowledge and approval « 






"About three weeks after my arrival in Yugoslavia I 
questioned Colonel Thayer about his Mission's refusal to help 
the needy Americans and he dismissed the whole thing with a 
statement s 1 0h 3 they were nothing but Nazi collaborators • 
That* of course 3 was a complete lie because most of those 
people I learned to know well, personally, and had plenty of 
time in my subsequent residence in Yugoslavia to investigate 
their behavior during the German occupation. 


"About the same 

hit I — 


time t I was checking an economic 


headed by 
of damage 
Novi Sad • 

Jea+.runtinn 


All mrss mws m&%bevr“bj xnu uss mumn 

VoToneT^/hayer. The report I examined was a statement 
done to an American power plant located in the city of 
This reoort indicated that the damage was 100 per cent 

] who was 


V ( W' ~ '- ■ 

Ahnnf, a week later,[ 


1 of the Embassy, ana i maae "the trip to 
Novi Sad and after complete study and investigation, we came to 
a conclusion that the plant was only 50 per cent destroyed, or 
perhaps 60. The report was, written and it should ha an record . 
with the State Department . I 


b6 

b7C 


Per State 



"I brought this falsified report to the attention 
of Colonel Thayer and I asked him why was it that his men were 
diminishing the Communist control over the economy of Yugoslavia 
and exaggerated damages done to American properties? Colonel 
Thayer refused to discuss th$ situation by stating that he had 
full confidence m his men . It became apparent, after a while, 
that OSS Mission under Colonel Thayer's, control, was doing 
everything possible to help the Communist cause and interfere 
with all those who attempted either to protect American interests, 
or who were anti-Communists. 

"After several encounters with Colonel Thayer I began 
to keep an eye on him and found that at all social functions he 
was extremely fond of being with the Soviet officials and it also 



J 






c 


became apparent that he made many social calls upon Yugoslav 
top Commissars and ranking Soviet military officials • J say 
social calls because the function of the Military Mission 
ceased and it was handled by the State department ; yet, Colonel 
Thayer kept on meeting with the ranking Communist officials * 

"I was present at gatherings where political economic 
discussions took place, at which Colonel Thayer also expressed 
himself as a good party-liner . His usual comments were, Let a 
not be so hard on Tito • After all look at the difficulty he has 
had with the Nazis and perhaps he is justified in being a little 
bit tough on his people* 1 Or such a remark as. So what if he 
did confiscate the American properties . After all, the Americans 
were using the poor, unfortunate people of Yugoslavia for their 
selfish interestsOr he would say, f don't be a tool of Nall 
Street* f In my some doaen talks with Colonel Thayer, not on a 
single occasion did he ever criticize the methods used by the 
Communists, be they of Bussian or Yugoslavian origin . 

'U month after our arrival m Yugoslavia, the Yugoslav 
Government was attempting to re-establish a new rate for the 
American dollar . This negotiation should have been handled by 


blC 


Per State 


t 


without authority, it has cost the United States Government no 
less than f1,000,000 and I am prepared to write an economic 
analysis and prove how X arrived at this $1,000,000 figure • 

(, About a month or so later, Colonel Thayer was transferred 
to Vienna as the chief of . ihe OS&r'Mtsaiqji in Austria • 

nIn the late part of 1945 or the beginning of 1946, the 
Counselor of our Embassy, Ur . Schants, asked me to go over and talk 
with the Yugoslav head of Foreign Commerce, Mr . Bichinich, con¬ 
cerning a Yugoslav request for an American loan • My talk with 




M ' i 


7 




"Shortly after my conversation with Mr, Bichmich, we 
at the Embassy learned that Colonel Thayer was coming for an un¬ 
official visit from Vienna. We were all surprised because as a 
7 : ule even Americans on official business had difficulty entering 
Yugoslavia. When Colonel Thayer arrived, an excellent source 
informed, me that he first went into the Yugoslav Foreign Office 
where he had a one-hour discussion with Deputy Foreign Minister 
Tor Yugoslavia. Later on he had a visit with Marshal Tito; then 
{ame to the American Embassy; then he saw some S°viet °^ oi ytT 

and I believe that day or the next day,, a t a party, C olonel Thayer 

came up to me and said, 'mat's the idea,\__ - \interfering b6 

... u n P i n an to Yugoslavia?' I asked him how was it that he knew b7C 

about it and he said, 'Never mind that. Why don't you help these 
voor people? They need American dollars.’ Colonel Thayer's voice blD 

was very P friendly with the exception that he was very insistent - 

nr) IK Fie Yugoslavia a loan, | Ipm-smi-a 


T C h oZnUUc rJfin land ^Tightly threatened me; however when I 
acZsed him of the threat, he quickly said that I misunderstood 
him. The best recollection I have now is that our conversation 
lasted about a half hour and during that time the whole th esis 
+hn+. me ehnnld give the Y ugoslavian government a loan,) . _ 


however, when 


ttj am also aware, beyond any doubt? Colonel Thayer, 
after our conversation, again paid a visit to the Yugoslav Foreign 
Office, where he repeated our conversation, 

"It should be noted that Charles Thayer, when head of 
the OSS Mission m Yugoslavia, was friendly with, and allowed 
I -- i n well-known P arty-liner, a run of the 

hrnrrnm vm; nr mm l r l g°™ h ™. or : de iZ, ^ whiih - 

Americans should be given aid. Thayer would follow |- 

advice » 




"While I was \n Yugoslavia, it also became apparent 
to me that on many occasions Tha'yer gave American gasoline, food, 
supplies, ammunition, tires and other equipment to the officials 
of the Yugoslavian Government and the Soviet Military Mission, 
without pay . All those presents were uncalled for • Actually, 
Colonel Thayer had no authorisation from anyone to give t/iose 
goods t o the Yugoslavian Government* I am not speaking of the 
qoods that were authorized as a part of Lend Lease . These were 
personal favors to the ranking officials of the Yugoslav Govern - 
ment and the Soviet Military Mission . My personal feeling is that 
Colonel Thayer was always ready and willing to serve the Communist 
officials , and his whole behavior was m the interests of their 
success . I, just as strongly, feel that his behavior m Yugoslavia 
was very detrimental to the American cause, and m addition the 
fact that he collaborated with Communist high-ranking officials 
has convinced me that he is not a good security risk . 

"Charles Thayer, in my opinion, is not a good security 
risk because of his collaboration with top Communist officials 
m Yugoslavia and with Soviet officials, as has been related 

aboveo »*« 


An informant of unknown reliability advised another 
government agency in July , 1946, that he had known Thayer for 
some time and that Thayer once lived and roomed with Mike 
(Michael Boro) Petrovich* 


A former official for the U* S . Government at Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, who was described by another Government agency which 
conducts personnel and intelligence investigations, as daving 
furnished reliable information to that agency, jfurnished the 
following to that agency during 1948} 


b6 


b7C 


This individual stated that when the Military Mission 
was set up in Belgrade, Thayer had as his\ 


Per State 


1 - 

— \uum ui ujhviii luuyu uusvr iutm~ 

bv this individual as C ommunists * 

i . 


inform ant related that a .third -| 

SEME of Mr* rnauer T s\ _ _1 

1 who o according to this informant, was probably 


not a Communist but did associate with the Communists and 



^SMSS* 





especially with^ 


| This m formant rep or ted 
that Thayer was*very friendly with the' 8ussians s and although 
United States policy at that time favored Tito s Th °;V er *\ h0W9 * , 

very strong like toward the Tito forces and a dislike for ^ eneral 
Praia Mihailovich . He stated that Thayer once flew m f'f*V 
jeeps and gave them to Tito and that a good many good Americans 
m Belgrade questioned Thayer's loyalty to the U. S • cause * 

In June, 1949, this former official for the U . S . 
government at Belgrade, Yugoslavia , was interviewed by another 
government agency which conducts personnel and intelligence 
investigations at which time he refused categorically to make 
a statement regarding Thayer , He declared that the little he 
knows concerning Thayer is already well known m Washington. 

He said he believed he could add nothing pertinent . 


b6 

b7C 

Per State 






The "Daily Worker" is an east coast Communist newspaper . 
The "People's Daily World" is a west coast Communist newspaper . 


b7C 

b7D 


"The lVew Leader" dated May 34, 1947, Volume XXXX, 

No, 21, page 8 contains an article entitled "How to Falsify 
Military Intelligence" by David Martin, former captain m 
the Canadian Air Force, author of "Ally Betrayed•" This 
article states that the information concerning Yugoslavia 
during the last war was falsified m an effort to convince 
the Allies that the people of Yugoslavia were, for the most 
part. Partisans fighting for Tito, while the Chetniks under 
general Mihailovich were m the minority and, furthermore, 
were the enemies of the Allies . This article continued that 
as a result of this falsified information furnished to the 
Allies through the efforts of disloyal OSS personnel, great 
Britain and the United States made the greatest blunder m 
history when they threw their lot m with the Communist Tito 
regime . The article continued: 

"Although General Donovan personally was never taken 
m by the myth of Tito and frequently bucked British policy m 
Yugoslavia, the OSS was far from immune to pro-Soviet infiltration, 
Among the ( friends of the Soviet Union ' m the OSS were the brothers 
Vane (Wayne) and Alexander Vouchenich (Vucmich), both of whom had 
responsible desk positions in the Yugoslav Section..." 

In September, 1949, a reliable informant advised that 
he has known Michael Boro Petrovich since the latter part of 1944 
when he met him m Bari, Italy. He advised that he believed 
Petrovich to be a Communist on the basis of his associating only 
with a Communist group which included Alex and Wayne Vuchmich • 
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He said -that petrovi 
a "democracy" under 
dictatorship * 


ch continually spoke of Yugoslavia becoming 
Tito whereas it has previously been a 


In October, 1949, Joseph Veselmouich, 3505 Magnolia 
Afreet St . Louis, Missouri, advised that he had been attached 
to the* Office of Strategic Services as a Special Intelligence and 
Soecial Operation Officer. He related that while m Italy Petrovich 
on many occasions stated to him that he, Petrovich, sincerely 
hpiieved that Communism was the best and only type of government 
'for the Balkan States. Vesel inovich advised that in his conversation 
Petrovich appeared to be highly enthusiastic about the cause and 
spread of Communism. He added that from his conversations, he was 
convinced that Petrovich was a Communist. 


In 1949 Charles W. Thayer was interviewed concerning 
Michael Boro Petrovich during the course of an applicant investi¬ 
gation conducted under the provisions of Public Law 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Thayer advised that he knew 
Petrovich when both were employed by the Office °{ 

Services and while Petrovich was a member of the Un l* e f &***** 
Mission m Yugoslavia which was headed by Thayer. Thayer stated 
that when Petrovich arrived in Yugoslavia with OSS he^was one of 
the few Americans who were able to judge the situation from a 
Durelu American point of view. He said that m Petrovich s 
Contacts with Americans Petrovich loyally defended the President s 
decision to support Tito although he was never under any illusion 
as to the non-dlmocratic and Communist character of the Tito govern- 
went. He said that Petrovich was also aware of the ■ strong-arm 
methods used by the Tito Government against the Serbian Orthodox 
Church Hierarchy with which Petrovich had long /awily Vt nn A° U 
Thauer said that Petrovich was more opposed to Tito than to 
Mihailovich but that he had heard that Petrovich had made speeches 
m New York m support of Tito. 


On Hay 23, 1949, Mark Komnenich, a 
of Yuqoslav descent who had spent many years 
after termination of World War II, furnished 
portions of which read as follows: 


United States citiaen 
in Yugoslavia until 
a signed statement, 


Belgrade, 

I wanted p 


f, ...In early 1945 I went to the O.S.S* Mission in 
Yugoslavia for a job as I am an American citizen; 
rotection until I could get out of the country • 


also 

The 
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Nr' 


Mission was under the leadership of Charles W 0 Thayer 0 I talked 
with Michel Petrovich and Lt. Miner who worked under Thayer , They 
quisled me as to my oolitical affiliation, and when I told them 
I was against the Communists, they told me they could not help me. 

"After I started working for U.S. Embassy in Belgrade, 

J saw a cablegram sent to Q.8.S. Mission telling them to help 
me, and to assist me to get out of the country. Actually they 
refused to do anything for me in spite of these instructions. 

I never had but a few brief conversations with Thayer, which 
consisted primarily of salut&ttons.. 

Eugene V. prostov, attached to the Korean Desk, 
International Broadcasting Division, State Department, New York 
City, advised m 1949 that he was formerly a member of the 
American Delegation to the UoS. - U.S.S.B* Joint Commi ssi on in 
Korea „ Prostov related that he met Thayer m February or March, 
1946, at which time the first session of the Commissi on began, 
and worked constantly with him from that time until the dissolution 
of the first session in May, 1946. He said that, although Thayer 
has a " terrific " liking for the Russian people as a race, his 
friendship does not interfere with his astuteness as a negotiator 
nor does it in any way affect his dislike of Communism or the 
Soviet form of government . Prostov said that fhayer would attempt 
to handle any situation even beyond the call of duty to combat 
Communist activities that would in any way be contrary to the best 
interests of the United States. Mr . prostov said that he has 
ascertained from Thayer that Thayer thought highly of the astuteness 
and personality of Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia and that Thayer had 
told him of the many good times he has had with Tito „ prostov 
added that according to Thayer, Thayer g s duty while on his military 
mission was to get as friendly with Tito as possible, m order bo 
be able to extract as much information as possible from Tito 
concerning his beliefs and policies • Prostov advised that Thayer 
told him that he had to operate with an overt friendliness in 
order to obtain the information that would make his mission a 
success. Prostov said that undoubtedly many Yugoslavian people 
who disliked Tito would not be able to understand Thayer l s apparent 
friendship with Tito and would classify him as pro-Tito when m 
fact he definitely was not « 

In May, 1949, Dr. Robert H. MacDowell, Consultant, 
Intelligence Division of the Army, Pentagon Building, Washington, 
j), C., informed that he had served as an Observer on temporary 
duty in the Mediterranean Theater of Operations with OSS from 
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August* 1942 , to December* 1944. Ifr. MacDowell explained that it 
was his job to check on all the work of the OSS • During this 
period* although he did not have personal contact with Thayer J 
who was doing OSS work, he read many reports written by Thaye* 
on his observations of conditions in Yugoslavia . { t o 5 as Dr ° 

MacDowell f 3 opinion from reading these reports that Thayer was 
extremely pro-Tito* At the time Thayer worked m Belgrade, 
continued Dr . MacDowell , ZViayer apparently had very close contact 
with the Tito forces and spent practically all of his time reporting 
information furnished by them* Dr . MacDowell related that it was 
the policy of the Allied forces to "play ball" with the Tito forces 
and to recognise them m contrast to the forces of Mihailovich* 
According to Dr. UacDowell s it was quite possible that Thayer ha^ 
this policy in mind when he continually reported pro-Tito ^ n f°fy g 
nation* It was not known by MacDowell whether this trend of Thayer a 
reports meant that he was pro-Communist* In any event* MacDowe L 1 
remarked that it appeared to him that Thayer lacked good judgment 
and discretion m reporting everything favorable to Tito . He 
stated that Thayer was useless from an intelligence viewpoint be¬ 
cause of his apparent gullibility in believing and reporting every¬ 
thing favorable to Tito . MacDowell commented that he does not 
believe Thayer is a Communist* or that he is pro-Bussian or even 
that he is disloyal but volunteered that he does not believe he b/D 
is a fit person m his position because of his demonstration of 
a lack of discretion m his OSS work* Per State 



e advise 

wfTen he arrived vn yelgraae* Thayer was vnere as head of the 
Office of Strategic Services , He related that he arrived at the 
opinion/without being able to state exactly his reasons for his 
feeling* that Thayer was not the type of individual bo be re¬ 
presenting the United States m Belgrade • He advised he felt 
thete was too much apparent appeasing of Tito and his policies by 
the American authorities . He mid that Thayer m particular as 
head of the Office of Strategic Services m Belgrade and as an 
individual who apparently controlled the thinking of the Ambassaaor 
and the policy of American authorities m Belgrade* publicly at 
various receptions held m Belgrade showered too much of his 

attention and apparent admiration on Tito* which* to \ -I mm 

probably gave the wrong impression to other nations concerning the 
position of the United States m regard to Russia* ^_| 


mU/V * 


24 


related that his observations of Thayer 9 s actions m regard to 
Tito o plus Thayer f s actions which caused him to believe that 
power and promotion were Thayer f s first consideration, made 
him feel that Thayer was not the right type of jJliLk ulAlilil ,.to 

be representing the United States m Belgrade „ |_ [said 

that actually he was not able to show factually the reason for 
his feeling of lack of faith m Thayer other than his cbse^vati ons 
based on Thayer ! s actions * He added that his opinion was such 
that in the final analysis he believed if it became a choice 
between Thayer f s desire for power and prestige, plus his apparent b6 
admiration of Tito, as evidenced by his actions, and the welfare b7c 

of America m contrast to the welfare of Russia, Thayer wquld . 

first choose the welfare of America » In conclusion |_| 

stated that Tito finally ordered the Office of Strategic Services 
out of Belgrade inasmuch as he had become suspicious of their 
motives m their overt friendliness toward him and, as a consequence, 
Thayer had to leave Belgrade <> Per staLe 

In June, 1949, Robert Go Miner > Second Secretary, 

American Embassy, Athens, Greece, advised that he had served with 
Mr„ Thayer, who was then a Lieutenant Colonel m the U*S» Army 
with the American Military Mission to Yugoslavia for approximately 
six months m 1944 and 1945, during which time he was m very close 
contact with Thayer both during and outside working hours • He 
said that he never had the slightest occasion to doubt Thayer s 
loyalty to the United States m any way „ Mr n Miner advised that 
Thayer appeared to him to be strongly anti"Communist Miner 

related that there were only two circumstances during this period 
which might serve as the basis for any accusation of disloyalty 
and in Mr 0 Miner f s opinion neither of them should be considered 
in any viay as indicating disloyalty to the United States n jr 
elaborating on this Mr> Miner said that there were some America *s 

of Serb descent who considered that another unnamed American _ 

officer of Serb descent on Thayer's staff was a Communist a | I 


\ " . i According to Mr „ 

' Miner, during the period that he served wi in Thayer and this 
officer was on the staff, almost all of the latter°s reports we**, 
so far as he was aware, concerned with economic and social matters 
and were not pro-Communist but objective » Mr » Miner stated that. 





Thayer never discussed with him whether or not this officer 
should continue on the staff and, consequently y he did not 
know whether Thayer retained the officer at his own wish or 
because of the difficulty m securing an equally well quali~ 
fied replacement, M r o Miner advised that the other factor that 
may have caused some people to question Thayer's loyalty was his 
attitude toward the Serb spirit of resistance , According to Mr* 
Miner, Thayer frequently and acidly spoke of "the myth of Serb 
resistanceThese remarks, said Mr, Miners, were Thayer's 
response to predictions of various Serb-Americans and other pro - 
Mihailovidh elements that the Serbs would never submit to Tito's 
rule but would again ”go to the woods " and by force of arms over¬ 
throw the Tito regime, Mr, Miner declared that Thaye - did not 
believe that any such development would occur and was frank m 
stating so to various people who held the opposite viewpoint 
most strongly , Mr, Miner concluded that it seemed inconceivable 
that a man's loyalty to the United States should be questioned 
because he carried out what was then the official United States 
policy of according military support to Tito and held a different 
interpretation of possible future developments m Yugoslavia 
from that maintained by other Americans, 

In May, 1949, Constantine Ac Fotitch, 3249 N Streets, 
N.W.j Washington s D, C,, former Royal Yugoslav Ambassador to the 
United States, advised he had met Charles Thayer once m the 
early part of 1947 . At this meeting Thayer exhibited very strong 
sympathy for the Tito regime in Yugoslavia and told Mr* Fotitch 
that when he was with the Office of Strategic Services m Yugc « 
slavia, he had discharged employees under his supervision who 
were pro-Mihailovich, Fotitch pointed out that he, himself,, 
was pro-Mihailovich and naturally had an aversion to Thayer 1 * 
attitude on the Yugoslav question, He said that at this meeting 
he did not pursue this question any further m o^der to avoid 
argument, He stated he does not believe Thayer is ever was 
disloyal to the United States but believes Thayewas of the 
opinion that by cultivating Tito, the United States would gam 
an important ally, 

A reliable informant advised m May, 1949, that he 
first became well acquainted with Thayer after the fall of 
Belgrade m 1944, while Thayer and he were employees qf the 
U.S, government m Belgrade, Informant stated that Thaye - was 
the Chief of OSS and was m Belgrade during the same months m 
1944 and 1946 as the informant • He related that Thayer could 




speak Yugoslav and Russian very well s was a very able diplomat 
but had a flare for the dramatic s and had a tremendous desire for 
power* Informant advised that Thayer was guilty of reporting to 
Washington officials false information regarding Tito* He 
explained that Thayer played up Tito and suppressed the facts 
regarding Tito's desire cf forming a Balkan Confederacy? which 
would some day become another Soviet state . He said that Thayer 
was instrumental in having photographers of the Army Air Force 
photograph Tito on many occasions s playing up to the vanity of 
Tito , Informant stated that the policy had been decided to favor 
Tito in Yugoslavia and that Thayer would report information 
supporting that policy . He reported that it was well known m 
the Office of Strategic Services and in the other American offices 
that Thayer had several Communists on his staff „ He said he could 
not recall the names of these individuals* Informant continued 
that Thayer explained the presence of Communists on his staff by 
relating that it was necessary to have Communists m his dealings 
with Tito and that the Communists were good sources of information 
regarding the Tito regime* He said that he had frequent arguments 
with Thayer over Thayer's policy of stressing the good sides of 
Tito and of suppressing the bad sides of Tito* The informant 
stated that in his opinion Thayer is very able * but he doubts 
Thayer f s wisdom in making policies for the United States <. He 
added that Thayer is loyal to this country and would not knowingly 
betray any secrets or confidences to any foreign power<, 

An informant of unknown reliability who served m OSS 
during the war advised m I/archy 1949 , that on one occasion Thayer 
sent a message to the State or War Department in the United States 
requesting he be allowed bo give a decoration to Tito; however 0 
the State and War Departments responded that no such decorati on 
should be given Tito* 

Advice was received from the Department of State m 
April? 1950s, that such a request or response as mentioned above 
could not be identified in the records of that Department* 

The Department of the Army advised m April, ±950 «. 
that a search of the records of that Department had fai led to 
disclose correspondence indicating Thayer had desired to give a 
decoration to Tito? or that the Department had responded to such 
a request . 


b7D 
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William Donovan, Attorney 9 2 Wall Street, New York, 

New York, former Director, Office of Strategic Services, advised 
in the Spring of 1949 that Thayer } s most specific duty in his 
mission to Tito r s headquarters was to get as friendly as possible 



George S* Wuchm ich, who was m the Army during the 
war and was assigned to OSS during that time, was reported by 
a reliable informant as having stated tn June, 1947, that he 
joined the Communist party while serving with OSS in Yugoslavia 0 
This informant said that Wuchinich advised that he u)as net then 
a member of the Communist- party of Western Pennsylvania, but was 
contemplating joining . Other reliable informants have advised, 
during 1947 and 194Q, that he attended meetings of the Communist 
party m Pittsburgh and was closely associated with Communist 
Party functionaries in Pittsburgh, According to "Narodni Glasnik H 
issue of August 21, 1947, George S . Wuchinich was Executive 
Secretary of the American Slav Congress of Western Pennsylvania, 

The Communist Party, USA, and the American Slav Congress 
have been declared as being within the purview of Executive Order 
9835 by the Attorney General * Concerning "Narodni Glasnik, ,f m 
a report of 1948, the California Committee on Un-American Activities 
declared this publication "to be Communist initiated and controlled 
or so strongly influenced as to be m the Stalin Solar System 

Dr, Wayne S* Vucmich was employed by OSS in Washington i 
D* Coy London, England, and Bari, Italy, from. 1941 to 1944, From 
1944 to 1945, he was employed by the Allied Control Commission, 
Sofia, Bulgaria a From June, 1945 to September, 1946, he was 
employed by the Department of State in Washington, Do C „ An 






informant of unknown reliability advised another government 
agency m 1946, that m 1937 or 1938, Vucinich was a contributor 
to the Yugoslav-American Herald in San Francisco and was editor 
of this paper from 1939 to 1941 , This informant expressed the 
opinion that during this period Vucinich's views were strongly 
Communistic* Another informant of unknown reliability who knew 
Wayne Vucinich while both were stationed at Bari, Italy, advised 
another government agency in 1946, that Vucinich always associated 
with Communists and pro-Communist partisans and worked very closely 
with them » Another informant of unknown reliability who has known 
Wayne Vucinich since before the war advised another government 
agency in 1946 that Vucinich was definitely and openly pro-Tito 
and pro-partisan while he was stationed at Bari y Italy, and 
associated with known and suspected Communists , 
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Alfred Puhan, Special Assistant to the Chief, Program 
Operations Branchy International Broadcasting division, Department 
of State, New York City, m the Spring of 1949, advised that 
Thayer, after becoming the consvltant on the Russian Desk, agreed 
with him that the Desk m preparing broadcasts to Russia should 
adopt a " tougher" policy toward the Russians than the previous 
policy of appeasement . Puhan declared Thayer is responsible for 
the Voice of America getting the favorable publicity it was 
receiving because of its "get tough" policy „ 


do 






(Hr: 




impression that Thayer is immature and irresponsible and that he 
is motivated m his actions by a tremendous desire for personal 
gain and prestige . This individual related that on on e occasion 
Thauer had b een told not to employ an individual named T ~~ 


I because the Security Office of 
had requested that he not be emp loued ■ He 
Know the reason igft J | should not 

elate 


TMuer n Us 


r 


structions to 
lance basis * 
action on the 
desire to get 
that for the 

b y[ 


-that he? himself, Knew 
According to this informant, 
the contrary, Thayer employed 
This individual said that he 
part of Thayer showed his 
ahead* He said that he feels 


ana 

that Thayer had 
country by this 


best 

i 


the State Department 
said that he did not 
be employed, nor did 
of no objectt on to 
m suite of his in- 

I on a free 
s specific 

lac )f of maturity and his 
that Thayer decided 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Per State 


interests of the program, the material supplied 
would acco mplish greater benefit for the program 
consequently employed\\ He said that he believes 
no mtentl dh oj injuring the security of the 
action . This informant continued that even though 
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Thayer's desire for personal prestige and gam was one of the 
prime factors motivating him, he believed that this desire would 
be subjugated if the issue arose oa to choosing between the 
security of the United States and his own gam. Informant's 
only fear m this regard was that Thayer might not, because of 
his lack of maturity, recognise the issue and, consequently, 
would unintentionally harm the United States* He said that he, 
himself, would not hire Thayer because of this lack of maturity 
and irresponsibility on his part • 







According to the**Daily Worker** for October ll f I941j 
the Russian War Relief, Incorporated } superseded the original 
American Committee for Medical Aid to Russia u The Daily Worker 
is an east coast Communist newspaper . The Daily Worker of 
October 4 S 1941 y stated that Russian War Relief 9 Incorporated 
was intended to be the central national organisation through 
which numerous groups and committees would send their medical 
and civilian aid to the Soviet Union* 



The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee appears on the 
list of organisations named by the Attorney General as coming 
within the purview of Executive Order 9835 „ The Washington 
Committee to Lift Spanish Embargo was cited as a Communist front 
by the California Committee on Un-American Activities m its 
report of 194Q 0 pp. 335 and 336 . 




The publication few Masses" has been cited as a Communist 
front organisation by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities . 
House of Representatives * 

ts 
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V* ALLEGATIONS INVOLVING- MORAL TURPITUDE 
AND BLACK MARKET III a ACTIVITIES 



An individual who has been reported by another govern¬ 
ment agency as having furnished reliable information advised on 
March 30, 1949, that he had been acquainted with Charles 
Wheeler Thayer for the past few years and that Thayer is un~ 
doubtedly a homosexual * Informant declared that Thayer and 

| who was at one time employed by the 

State JJevartme nt and who is a notorious homosexual . are uejiu _ 

friends « I -I, 



_ Informant 

s friendship, one night in December s 1946, 
went to Thayer 1 s apartment at 1762 K, 

D* 0 o Informant stated he and 


stated that d uring 
informant and [ 

Street, N • Wo, Washington, 

did not knock at Tha yer r s do or but opened the door and walk&cT 
m and informant and \ h eard sounds m an adjoining room 

indicating two people were in bed and that these two people 
immediat ely got up and came into the room where informant and 
| 1 oere, at which time they were arranging their clothes 

and informant stated these two individuals were Thayer and an 
individual whose identity he is not sure of, but that it was 
obvious to him that Thayer and this other individual were having 
homosexual relations* fThe informant atn+.od t.hnt Kp 


t 


this other individual was 

|although he is not 'sure or tms t 
aefi nitely say it wa s [ 


a degree where he can 
Informant advised 


that 1 
a $3 bill," and 
class homosexual 


tt. 


i t wa s _ 

I later told him that Thayer is "as queer as 
that although Thayer was married he was a (, high 
and is known only among high class homosexuals* " 


Investigation disclosed that Thayer and his wife moved 
to 1762 K Street, N, Washington, D* C», m September, 1946, 

from 120 E . 95th Street, New York City* 






had a few drinks and ate and talked for several hours, during 
which time they told homosexual jokes and talked of many people 
who are homosexual and which man is m love with another* In - 


formant stated that when they l eft the restaurant and bar they 
got m a cab and after dropping ! 1 off. Thayer made approaches 

to informant to engage in homosexual relate ga& with him . In - 
formant stated that earlier this evening 3 I |and Thayer _ 


S I During tne conversati on ~ both i l and Thaver Per state 

mention ed | l oa a mutual friend of theirs and 

| | commented to informant that I I is a very f ame ns 

homosexual » Also, during the conversation the namei of \ I 

I came up and the informant am, np.d the impression that 
Thayer at one time lived with 1 I Thayer commented to 

f - ' P'ga y u 3 wh ich m fo rman t 

*u in l bill —ty a HUM VS8TUU.1 Tgrw indanmg an active or participating 
hnm.n se run 7. In fn rma.n -h at g± o. d that Thayer's apparent assoc iation 

im+.h I - -Iplus his known association with \ | 

I j and his homosexual conversation and the very definite 

approach Thayer made to informant, convinces informant that 
Thayer is a homosexual* 
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An informant of unknown reliability adv ised in 1948 
according to ano t her government aae.n c.u^_±hat whenA —■ 


l and Thayer were very close friends* 
infor mant stated that every ti me Thayer came to Wa^ji mato^ 


The 
he eitherl 


1 or visited with him., 


3 "Charlie Thaver was by to see me and we 

/> I J .7 / _ i _-r 


spoke of 
he was 
hard for 


had a wild, time* ” The informant stated tha t f I spoke of Per 

Thayer often and because of what he knew of | 
suspicious of their asso ciations■> He stated"tit was 
him to belie ve that Thayer was a homosexual but when he learned 
that | I was he felt almost sure that Thayer likewise was 

a homosexual . However, the informants stated he had no facts 
upon which to -thro hpii.P.f other than Thayer's close personal 

association with | J 
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A former official for the U. S. Government at Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, who was described by another government agency, 
which conducts personnel and intelligence investigations, as 
having furnished reliable information to that agency, furnished 
the following information to that agency in 1948: 

This individual stated that while he was at Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, he heard rumors to the effect that Thayer was a 
homosexual « He stated that a close friend of his who worked 
on Thayer's staff in Belgrade for the Military Mission confided 
that he had suspected Thayer of being homosexual, had heard b7C 

stories that he was a homosexual and had made a point of trying 
to find out whether such information was true* The friend later 
told this individual that he found that Thayer was homosexual « Per state 
This individual reported that this information regarding Thayer 
was widely known in 3 el grade, although the informant had no 
actual facts to prove th e matter » He stated that Thayer was 
waited on regularly by a i I 

who was a known homosexual in Belgrade • This individual related 
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that he heard the same stories regarding the moral conduct of 
Thayer at Vienna, Austria, when Thayer was there with the 
Office of Strategic Services Mission* This informant exnlamed 
that there was no question m his mind but that Thayer is a 
homosexual and should not be retained m such a vulnerable 
position as he was then holding « He explained that if people 
knew that Thayer was a homosexual m Belgrade and Vien na it i.& 
a foregone conclusion i • I 


In June, 1949, this former official for the U* S* 
Government at Belgrade, Yugoslavia, was interviewed by another 
government agency which conducts personnel and intelligence 
investigations at which time he refused categorically to make 
a statement regarding Thayer „ He declared that the little he 
knows concerning Thayer is already well known m Washington* 

He said that he believed he could add nothing pertinent «, 


In May , 

194S ,1__ ___ 1 

l -_ 

1 1 while 

Mission m 1945* 
common gossip m t 
was a homosexual « 
of this allegation 

Thayer was there 
He volunteered t 
he din1.nmatj.il 

as head of th^Military 
he information that it was 
rcles m Belgrade that Thayer 
qtated that he had no proof p 


bl 
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In formation was received m March, 1949, that an 
individual who has reportedly furnished reliable information to 
another government agency advised a representative of that agency 
in 1946 that Thayer was friendly with Nicholas Nabokoff, another 
employee of the International Broadcasting Division m New 
York City,, and that Nabokoff was obviously a homosexual* In¬ 
formant further stated that these two lived together at one time* 
Informant stated Nabokoff is very effeminate m his mannerisms 
and speech and that he greets all the men at IBD with r *good 
morning, dear," or "hello darling" and that even if Nabokoff is 
not a homosexual, all the male employees of the IBD think he is* 
Informant stated that the majority of the people m the IBD 
Office now accept Nabokoff and Thayer as a "pair" and that they 
are the laughing stock of the office , The informant advised 
Thaye r has been very friendly with a good looking uounn man 
named I I 
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■^aasas**! 

|>r 



Informant said he feels no 
malice toward ‘Thayer or any of his associates and does not wish 
to harm pique r but stated if Thayer is a homosexual „ as fin, an gated. 


by him ,|f 


J^7 



bl 
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This informant described Thayer as effeminate m his 
mannerisms and especially m his speech and stated Thayer has 
let it be known throughout the office that he is the brother- 
in-law of Charles "Chip" Bohlen? who has been Counselor of the 
State Department and is now ambassador designate to Russia <> In¬ 
formant stated Thayer makes sure no one forgets this by making 
frequent reference to Bohlen r s name. 

An informant of unknown reliability advis'ed a repre¬ 
sentative of another government agency m 194Q that Thayer and 
Nicholas Nabokoff at one time lived together m apartment 4 
North, of the apartment building located at 135Q Madison Avenue? 

New York, The informant reported that Nabokoff had the apartment 
first and Thayer moved m with him about September? 194?, In- Per state 
formant stated Nabokoff? who was divorced? married again? and 
Thayer thereupon moved out in March? 194Q? to the New York 
Athletic Club . Informant stated that while Thayer and Nabokoff 
were living together, Nabokoff seemed to be out of town most 
of the time traveling? and while he was out of town? Thayer often 
brought in younq men friends to spend the night with him« In¬ 
formant stated there was one period of about throe months when 
Thayer and Nabokoff had a young 1 J boy named I I 

living with them . According to informant? this young \ I 

boy was very effeminate and obviously a "queer," Informant ad¬ 
vised that after Thayer moved away? Thayer had on two occasions 
visited the apartment when the Najookoffs were away and brought 
in younq men friends with him» I formant stated he had learned 
Thayer held a position that had to do with broadcasting propaganda 
to Russia and that he had been suspicious of Thayer and Nabokoff 
because every person with whom they associated or brought into 
the apartment, not only looked foreign, but all spoke with 
foreign ar.c.en +.s . Info rmant stated he did not know any of these 
people except | | but there was no doubt m his mind that 

Thayer and his mends were homosexuals « 
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An informant of unknown reliability advised a revre - 
tentative of another government agency in June 2 1946 t that he 
had no first-hand knowledge that Thayer and Nabokoff were homo ~ 
sexualSo The informants, who admitted he was a homosexual ■> 
stated however that while living at 1350 Madison Avenue» New 
York City s Thayer used to bring men into his bedroom who would 
stay until two or three o f clock in the morning» 

An informant of unknown reliability advised a repre¬ 
sentative of another government agency m 1946 that she recalled 
Thayer when he had lived at 130 E> 95th Street , New York City 
for six months in about 1946* Informant stated Thayer had 
lived alone as far as she knew and that she had observed Thayer 
■fn the back yard of his home during the summer months and stated 
she had noticed Thayer had never entertained women but he al¬ 
ways had young meneither in groups or singly and although she 
knew nothing regarding his habits or morals s his association 
with a large number of young men which did not include women s 
seemed odd to her* The informant stated "it seemed awfully 
funny for him to have so many young boy friends and no girl 
friends or wife*" _ 

A confidential informants of known reliability» ad¬ 
vised in Marchs 1950 , of the receipt by a member of Congress of 
an anonymous letter alleging that Thayer was a homosexual * 

In Marchs 1950 s information was received that Senator 
Joseph R* McCarthy was of the opinion that Thayer "is one of 
the worst types of degenerates" and that Senator McCarthy intended 
to call on the Department of State to fire Thayer « — 
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"o»..Towards the end of 1945 s certain memberso f the 
Military Attache p s Office of the American Embassy* were engaged 
m the black market operations* Our Ambaosadors Richard C* 
Patterson s a sked me to investigate the extent and de+.m i n* t.h o 


Per State 


| and at the same times I found out that several months 
b&fdre s while Colonel Thayer and his Mission were still m Yugo * 
slaviQj that they were operat mg m the black market* I am not 



in a position to state that every member of that Mission was 
involved; however# I can state that Colonel Thayer# personally 
was buying diamonds and other precious stones and cameras 
which were being sent for re-sale into Italy and# m some cases# 
into Cairo# where three to fivefold profit v)as achieved* I 
also became aware that Colonel Thayer sometimes directly t and 
sometimes through some of his henchmen# was purchasing American 
securities by paying 10 cents on the dollar* It also became 
apparent to me that unlimited amount of American food supplies# 
clothing and medical supplies were being sold by the American 
Military Mission to the populace of Yugoslavia • Most of these 
sales were made# not for the Yugoslav paper currency# but for 
the 20-frank gold pieces (gold Napoleons)* I have probably 
talked# versonally# to 50 pedple who gave me detailed information 
concerning Americans of the Military Mission under Charlie 
Thayer *s command and Charlie Thayer# himself# information 
dealing with their black market operations* One of Colonel 
Thaye~ f s men admitted to me that he# personally# made $3#600 
m the black market on food and clothing and automobile parts# 
and he was only an enlisted man* After careful study of the 
black market operations m Yugoslavia bu the American Military 
Mission y I have come to a conclusion that a minimum of one-half 
million dollars was made by Colonel Thayer and members of his 
Mission , those men who engaged m black market operations* 


During this interview , | v olunteered 

that Thayer when m Yugoslavia had- the reputation of. brinn t 
h nwn QPT»n? and it was common knowledge# a ccordma to\ 
_ I that Tha uer was friendly with I 

I who was als o con- 

si&d'rea vo oe a nomosexuai by those m the State Departmen t 
who knew him* 



An informant of unknown rehability advised a repre¬ 
sentative of the Department of State# according to information 






A representative op the Department of State has 
advised confidentially that Charles Thayer rmnel f n.nknnm 

that he man -the father of the child born to _ _ 

I that he-JuuL^ecommended Dr . itol 


I that he-JuLd—cecommended 
and that i?r j I had been his personal p> 

one time (late 1948) giving shots to him 


,ys ician 
“or his 
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FAVORABLE COMMENTS BY PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS 




VI* FAVORABLE COMMENTS BY PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS 


Cavendish W° Cannon | 

In July, 1949, Cavendish Cannon, U 0 S* Ambassador 
to Yugoslavia, advised that he first became acquainted with Mr* 
Thayer m late 1944 or early 1945 while Thayer was serving 
with OSS, which was after he had already been m the field 
working with Yugoslav elements * Mr* Cannon pointed out that 
at that time he was in charge of Yugoslav affairs m the De¬ 
partment of Stateo H e related that Ur* Thayer , then m uniform 
and with the rank, he believed, of Lieutenant Colonel, had been 
detailed to the OSS and had been assigned by that organisation 
to this tasko He said that Thayer’s knowledge of Eastern 
European conditions made him a natural choice for such vjork 
and he never had any md' cation that Thayer had sought this 
particular assignment* He said he believed the mission specifi¬ 
cally assigned to Thayer by his superiors was to establish con¬ 
tact vnth Yugoslav elements m Italy and, when possible, to 
get into Yugoslavia* Mr* Cannon noted that the OPS maintained 
missions or observation groups with both Yugoslav factions 
and Mr* Thayer’s assignment was to the Tito faction* Under 
instructions of his superiors he was for a time attached to 
Tito’s headquarters, and his work conseauently covered the 
operations of the Tito factioni* Mr* Cannon advised that it 
was m this connection that he had discussed Yugoslav affairs 
with Thayer* Thayer’s job had been to evaluate the military 
operations and potentialities the Tito forces in the war 
against Germany* According to Ur* Cannon, Thayer made no 
secret of his belief, based on his observations and investigations, 
that the Tito forces were more active m the war than were 
those of Mihailovich* Mr* Cmnon said that of course Mr* 

Thayer n asso elated with and supported Communists and Communist 
sympathisers,” but thet is precisely what he was sent into 
Italy and Yugoslavia to do and he could, not have performed his 
mission otherwise* At Tito’s headquarters, Mr* Cannon commented 
Thayer would surely not encounter anyone not n sympathetic to 
the Communist cause* ” Mr* Cannon related that whether the 
mission itself might have been differently conceived by the OSS 
was not the r esvonsibihty of Mr* Thayer* Mr* Cannon related 
that it was his conclusion that Mr ° Thayer’s reports became, to 
his definite knowledge, on'y one of the many elements in the I 



Mr r 


policy discussion in the Tito vs* Mihailovich question, and 
only m the later stages • Mr . Cannon said t/ict /row hisrown 
knowledge of the evolution of that controversial policy 9 the 
policy of the broadening of aid to Yugoslav, guerrillas other 
than the Mihailovich faction was initiated in early Decembers, 
1943* So far as Mr. Cannon knew, Thayer was in no way con¬ 
nected with the affairs of the Yugoslav guerrillas at that time* 
He said that Thayer may later have approved of the policy which 
hod already been adopted bu top-level decision, but he never 
came across any evidence that Thayer was "influential m turning 
the support of the United States from Mihailovich to Tito*" 

Mr* Cannon advised that during the winter of 1946 
he had many conversations with Mr* Thayer concerning various 
Yugoslav personalities whom Thayer had known m Italy or 
Yugoslavia at which time he found m every instance a per¬ 
fectly sounds thoroughly "American 1 ' attitude in Thayer's 
discussion of them as individuals and m Thayer's condemnation 
of their doctrine * Mr * Cannon related that he could state 
categorically that he had never learned of anything m Mr » 
Thayer's activity that would give him the slightest ground to 
question his loyalty to the United States* 

Wi-lliam Donovan 


William Donovan, Attorney? 2 Wall Street 3 New York 
City 9 who was Director of the Office of Strategic Services 
during World War II? advised m the Spring of 1949 that Thayer? 
as a representative of the Office of Strategic Services, was 
first Deputy Chief and later Chief of the Military Mission to 
Tito's headquarters for the Office of Strategic Services* Mr* 
Donovan reloted that during the course of this Mission and his 
tour of duty with the Office of Strategic Services, Thayer did 
exemplary work * He said that there is no question in his mind 
concerning the loyalty of Thayer to the United States* 

Fay D* Kohler 

In June? 1949? Mr* Fay D* Kohler? Charge d 3 Affaires 
ad interim, American Embassy, Moscow, advised that he had known 
Thayer for some years., having been associated with him as a 
fellow st'jdent m the National War College during the first 
semester of the 1946-47 term and having been familiar in general 
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with, his work since that ti^e m directing the Voice of America 
broadcasts ° Mr o Kohler stated that during that tire he had 
occasion to discuss with Thayer and to correspond with him 
with regard to his ideas about the Soviet Union and Communism 
in general -> He stated he had found Thayer 9 s views to be anti - 
Soviet and anti-Communist* Mr « Kohler related that he has no 
question as to Thayer l s complete loyalty to the United States » 

Valter Thurston 

On June 10 3 1949> Walter Thurston .» Ambassador to 
Mexicoj stated he could not for a moment believe that the loyalty 
of Thayer was open to serious question. Ambassador Thurston 
said that while Thayer was not an intimate friendj he held 
him m high personal regard and had trust in him „ 
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Another government agency has advised that m 1946 
P> A « Pirogov and A* P„ Barsov s two Soviet flyers , had defected 
from the Soviet Union ana had been brought to the United States* 
Barsov has since been returned to the Soviet Union at his own 
reauesto In connect ion with his official duties, Thayer 
wos assigned the custody of Pirogov by the Under Secretary 
of State o In formation was received m 1949 that Pirogov 
had a reputation for talking too much and drinking too much * 

He was reputed to have mode indecent advances to women and was 
not conducting himself m a manner to bring credit to himself 
or the Russian people . In conne ction with this information, Mr* 
Thayer submitted a memorandum concerning Pirogov m which he 
advised that Pirogov had been behaving m exemplary restraint 
and was a loyal friend to the United States* 








VII - MISCELLANEOUS 




By memorandum, dated October 4, 1949# the Immigration 
and Naturalisation Service advised that P* A* Pirogov and A„ P* 
Barsov# two Soviet airmen who deserted from, the Soviet Army# 
were temporarily admitted to the United States* The Immigration 
Service advised that Barsov hod returned to the Soviet Union 
at his own request* The Immigration and Naturalisation Service 
advised that Pirogov was being permitted to remain m M\e Unit ed 
States for a longer n erinrt n&. f.hp Department of State (l I 

H Acro requested that he be perm ilted 
to remain* ^ith this memorandum the Immigration and Naturali¬ 
sation Service enclosed a copy of an agreement signed by 
i epresentatives of the Department of State# the Central Intelli¬ 
gence Agency# and the Immigration and Naturalisation Service* 

This agreement was to the effect that Pirogov was m the custody 
cf Mr* Charles #’<> Thayer# acting for the Department of State-, 
under certain conditions* By memorandum dated October 9% 1949 v 
the Immigration and Naturalisation Service was advised that 
Thayer had been reported through various sources os having been 
pro-Tito while assigned to Yugoslavia during the recent war as 
a representative of OSS * At the time this memorandum V)as 
furnished to Immigration and Naturalisation Service information 
was furnished berbally to INS concerning Thayer*s alleged 
p- rversio?i and illegitimate child • 

An informant of unknown rel labihtv advised a repre¬ 
sentative of another government agency during the period May 
to June# 1946# that Thayer married Maria Patrucci m October? 

194b# at Vienna# explaining that she is the daughter of the 
former Italian Ambassador to Croatia and when the war come# her 
father „ the Ambassador# was interned and Thayer was instrumental 
in getting him released* The informant stated that Mrs* Thayer 
had separated from# or divorced# Thayer and was now (June# 1946) 
back m Romeo ——- 
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SECURITY INFORMATION - <£ 



Although Charles Wheeler Thayer was the head of the 
Voice of America m New York ^ no investigation concerning him 
was requested by the State Department under the provisions of 
Public Law 402 y 80th Congress» In February, 1949^ the State 
Department advised that Thayer was exempted from investigation 
under Public Law 402 mamuch as the Legal Division of the 
State Department wascof the opinion that inasmuch as the Con¬ 
gressional Act states that those persons appointed by the 
President and confirmed by the Senate need not be investigated 9 
no investigation was necessary concerning Thayer* Phis 



SECURITY INFORMATION - TUI 



g jg jgjg 


FOLLOWING INFORMATION NOT INCLUDED IN FOREGOING BRIEF-NOT TO BE 
DISSEMINATED 



SECTION II 


(‘urn 


requested that the ftn-rpmi 


was 

CIA 


l l requested that tap. 

ish to him. copies qf the loyalty reports on Thayer « r 
advised that Thayer was leaving the State Department and it 
\belief that he would be offered a top job with 


in order to preclude any such move, T 

am 


wanted to 

5 nia ran aim' for top 


review the loyalty reports and prepare _ _ 

level review concerning Thayer's past activitie$ c This infor¬ 
mation is contained m a m emorandum d ated September 6, 1949, 
The r eports were loaned to I I r u - *— M - J - LU — 


□1 


dated September 22, 1949 * (121-17249-39) 


who returned them, by letter 


b3 


SECTION IV 




-STOTTW V ' 



Various individuals interviewed by a representative 
of the Security Division, Department of State, prior to March, 
1949, advised they had heard rumors and gossip to the effect 
Thayer was a homosexual* These persons were not quoted m the 
foregoing brief because they had no specific information<. 
Ferson.s who could furnish specific in formation were quoted in 
the brief . (100-360035-15) 


SECTION VII 



ABOVE INFORMATION NOT INCLUDED IN FOREGOING BRIEF-NOT TO B E 
DISSEMINATED 



39 








FOLLOWING INFORMATION NOT INCLUDED IN FOREGOING BRIEF-NOT TO BE 
DISSEMINATED 



1 naa aavisea that Charles 
Thayer 3 t'hief of the International Broadcasting Division of 
the Voice of America, was of the opinion that his telephone 
wos tapped* The Bureau was requested to check the telephone 
of Mr- Thayer to determine if there was a tap thereon* This 
check was not madeo (62-39749-1189) 


b2 

b'7C 

b7D 


In May, 1948, the New York Office advised that Charles 
Wo Thayer of the New York Office of the International Broad¬ 
casting Division of the State Department, Voice of America 
made a statement to an individual m the State Department m 
Washington to the effect that the FBI was "ham stringing u the 
Voice of America Program because we were not completing the 
investigate ons within the agreed upon deadline■> (62-39749-1151) 


ABOVE INFORMATION NOT INCLUDED IN FOREGOING BRIEF-NOT TO B E 
DISSEMINATED 
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FOLLOWING- INFORMATION NO T INCLUDED IN FOREGOING.. BBTElz M 0 ?- T O _ BE 
DISSEMINATED 


Thayer was interviewed m December 3 1946 3 while at 
the Army War College , Washington 3 D» C„ inasmuch as he had 
been given as a reference by Gabrielle Verbruqghen Hyldahl, 
applicant , Central Intelligence Group, whom lie had known as 
a member of the WAC m Korejj^ J(118-£59- 




m lie had 


ABOVE INFO RMATION MOT INCLUDED IN FOBIGO_ING BRIE F-NOT_.I.Q^l.i 

Disseminated 
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rTAMOArtD FOf»M NO #4 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office Memorandum • 



TO : MR. TOLSON 


DATE 


July 14, 1959 

T o in 

v- K Rpli.mnl 



FROM . 


SUBJECT 


MR. BELMONT 

(f 

CHARLES W; THAYER 


In answer to your inquiry concerning Thayer and the 
possibility of his having accompanied Mr. Harriman on a trip 
to Moscow, there is attached the July 6, 1959, issue of 
’’Time” magazine, which, on page 41, contains a statement 
that Thayer accompanied Mr. Harriman as a combination 
guide and ’’ghost. ” 



Del oat i _ 

McGuire_ 

Mohr-- _ 

Pulton..- 

P( a i_ 

""a i n_ 

T toller —._ 

V/ C Sullivan _ 

Tele Room _ 

Holloman_ 

Gandy —„- 


The above information is being incorporated into the over 
all summary memorandum which we are now preparing on 
Thayer. 
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ENCLOSURE 

JAS:LL 

(3) 

1--Mr. Belmont 






OP'IOMM fORM NO 10 


UNHID SI Airs UOV1 4LN1 

Memorandum 


jo Mr. BeLoacfyV, _ 


T- \ a 



R *>er4 ____ 

da it March 22, 1960 ram — 

T r » 1 U r_ 

W 0 Sullivan . 


1ROM 


SliRJPCT 


M. ^Jo^ies 

o 


A . ’ »• 

- . i 

m t, 



y/fcr 


CHARLES W. THAYER 

FORMER STATE DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE 


i e lc 1 o >» 

'I ' J '«\L/ Irtjton _ 



You will recall that Mr. Read of the office of Senator Joseph H. Clark 
recently called you advising that the Senator had received a medical certificate con¬ 
cerning Charles W. Thayer, former State Department employee, which Thayer desired 
be made a matter of official record m FBI files as well as the files of the State 
Department. 


It is noted that Bufiles reflect that Senator Clark was one of the so-called 
liberal Senators who had expressed objections to the ’-Jencks Bill." However, in talking 
to Clark, then Deputy Attorney General Rogers stated he felt Clark was coming around, 
and he impressed Mr. Rogers quite favorably, 


With regard to Charles W. Thayer, Bufiles reflect he is a former State 
Department employee who was the subject of a security investigation and loyalty 
investigation conducted by the Bureau in 1949. This investigation was based upon 
information received from the State Department to the effect that Thayer, while 
employed with the Office of Strategic Services in Belgrade, was friendly with the 
Russians and displayed pro-Tito sympathies. Our investigation revealed that Thayer 
j -’brushed off’ Americans who criticized Russia or Tito; falsified war damage estimates 
j favoring Yugoslavia over the United States; established unfavorable money exchange 
» with Yugoslavia as well as additional derogatory information including the fact that 
he was unquestionably a homosexual. Thayer admitted instances of homosexual 
activity to State Department officials. He was permitted to resign his position with 
* the State Department in 1953 based on the conclusion that he should be separated on 
charges of misconduct pertaining to morality. (100-360035-34) 


By letter 3-15-60 Senator Clark furnished copies of the medical certificate 
he received from Thayer. The Senator advised that Thayer reportedly has no intention 
] of reopening his case but desired that the certificate be made a part of his permanent 
I FBI records. The Senator stated the same certificate has been entered m his records 
at State Department. 


Enclosure x? 3- 


l\ 


1 - Mr. Belmont" 


b7C 



RFL:ncr 

(4) 


i 




Jones to DeLoach Memo 


The certificate is dated May 19, 1951, and signed by the Chief of the 
j Psychological Service of the Swiss Army and certifies that examination of Thayer did 
I not reveal any pathological sexual tendencies on his part. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached letter to Senator Clark be approved and forwarded 
advising him that the medical certificate pertaining to Thayer has been made a matter 
of official record in the files of the Bureau. 
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REC-a 



/ 



'arcii a 2, lu^C 


honorable Joseph i\ lark 
jutted states Senate 
Washington 2b, £>• C. 

tfy clear Senator: 

Vour letter & -larch io, I960, with enclosure*,, 
naa neon received, and your interest in furmshiu-; copies oi 
the medical certificate made available to you by **r. C hariea -. 
7 hayer is indeed appreciated, i^ease oe assure! tlntt this 
material has been made a matter ol official retor { in the uios 


\ 


oi this Bureau. 


MAILED 10 


W 


COMM-FBI , 

■■■” n 


V 


Jincerely yours, 

& JBdtfW iiuovor 


-<• 


-■\> 

r 

4 

/, 

4 

/ 


% 


]- Enclosures @1 b7C 


V*7 


i/ 


* / 



1 - Mr. Belmont - Enclosures (3) 

j . 

NOTE; Senator Clark was one of the so-called liberal Senators who had 
expressed objections to the "Jencks Bill” However, ia talking to Clark 
thenDeputy Attorney General Rogers stated he felt Clark was "Coming 
rfUrpprtJ" and he impressed Rogers quite favorably. Bufiles reflect Charles V 
TfHye£ torjaer State Department Employee, was a subject of a security 
investigation tfRtt loyaltyuhvestigation by the Bureau m 1949, based on 
information from State Department that while employed with Office of 
,h> j (NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE.) 

RFLimas d* , (] f 

i 6 ) ^ .S 


AjBW 


YPL UNI I 


□ 


f , 



NOTE: 

t 

Strategic Service in Belgrade, was friendly with the Russians and displayed 
pro-Tito sympathies. Investigation revealed Thayer "brushed off" Americans 
who criticized Russia or Tito; falsified war damage estimates favoring Yugoslavia 
over U„ S„ ; established unfavorable money exchange with Yugoslavia, as well as 
other derogatory information including the fact that he was unquestionably ' 
homosexual. He was permitted to resign hm position with State Department 
m 1953 based on conclusion that he shoulcrseparated on charges of misconduct 
pertaining to morality. (100-36003 5-34) " 

* ft/**.' f j s* * 1 

/ * 
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bl 


The 1962-1963 copy of ‘Who's Who In ri/ £\ 

contains the following information regardln THAYLRi^^ /^{y 

THAYER Is a writer who was bora 2/9/10, at 
Villanova, Pennsylvania. He graduated from the 
United States Military Academy, West Point, in 1933> 

and was married to 2? 3/27/90._He 

currently resides at Tn a o^ Pl.wftft^Woirth i tt gt, 

WaBhlniitpn t _ Dj.g• fij\ tjlfJgfW 


, »-**''***“* 


including 


: , '/XwaTOL^a^^rvlttei 


ritten a number of books 


“Bears T n The Caviar 
'Hands across the Caviar 
‘The Unquiet Germans 
'Diplomat 

‘Russia 1 - 


(ei 


He served as a Foreign Servi 
1933 to 1963 in the following places 


Officer from 


vic^K^fficer 


Moscow (1932.-37 ^ 

Berlin (1937-1930), 

Hamburg (1939-1940) 

Moscow (1940-1942) , , 

Kabul, Afghanistan (1942-1943) 

London (1943-1944) tirxhh -jaitM 

Lieutenant Colonel, United States Army (1944-1946) 

Chief, United States Military Mission to 
Yugoslavia (1944-194'') 

Chief, 0§S, Austria (1946-1946) 

Member, United States - USSR Commission for 
Korea,(1946) 

National Warsaw College ^1946) 





t 


iter 


Chief Division of International Broadcasting, 
Voice of America (1947-1949) 

Politleal Liason Officer to the German 
Government, Bonn (19^0-1951) 

United States Consul General, Munich (1952-1903) 

A review of THAYER's files, NY 100-93766 
and NY 121-7042, reflected that THAYER had, in the past, 
been considered a possible security risk by both the 
State Department and the FBI, but that the State 
Department’s investigation into the subject's mo al 
character, activities, and oro-TITQ leanings had been 

-Tffi’fll .-1 



stopped a t the re.n^at of THAYER 




Pertinent information made available by 
Bureau letter dated 2/18/49# reflected that on 1 2/) 3/4£L 
the Seattle Office informant!- 

had indicated that one ! _____—I 

I I reportedly was obtaining information for the 

NKVD. Thls l be & eveci b y informant to bo 

identical witn a t" I 

CHARLES THAYER, Third Secretary and Administjj 
Officer, Uniced States’Department of State. 

THAYER’S aM-rC/file reflects the foilowln 
information: /k. \ lL($C)lL M 


! (?) 



THAYER, by his own admission, 3 e?ved in the 
United States Embassy, Moscow, USSR, off and cn for 
l yeera • » 

_le was in the United States Embassy in 
Moscow when it opened in 1934 and was subsequently 
in the Political Section of the United States Embassy 
doint, political reporting which brought him into close 
contact with tyys propaganda machinery of the Soviet 
Government. 



b2 

b7C 

b7D 








Numerous fellow worker* and associates have 
described THAYER a* being stroj^ oro-TITO and very 
friendly toward the Russian*. 


While In the Military Mission to Yugoslavia, 
THAYER had 2 political analysis Miter* who were 
subsequently dfBermlned to be at least follower* of 
the CP line. 

THAYER was known to have closely associated 
with and resided with several Individual* known to be 


homosexual* 


Numerous individual* expressed strong beliefs 
that THAYER, himself, was a homosexual and he was 
reportedly identified by a aelf-admitted homosexual 
as being a high class homosexual” 9Jc0)(W 

THAYER was also the father 
child while In the Foreign Service. /9b^ yflxXti 





timate 


l t^a / t?^t 9 he a Ebelleved MAVMt to be 
pro-Soviet. 

aa of July 1040J - 


Washington Fiald sourc i ~1 in February, 1950, 

made available Information which reflected that according 

to the 10/15/49, issue of the ’New Loadfluli—Pafi9 4i- 

THAYER was 'being transferred!- JR 
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Department records indicated these Individuals to be* 


a 




@ 46 $ 


An American film expert assigned to the 
Indian Government, The Indices of the Mew York Office 
contain no references identifiable with this individual 


(4 


!]$) 


•*X* 


American Consul 


Conj 

.thL 


Bombay» India. 


mav be Id entical with, 
r | Reed City, Michigan,! 

employed with UNRRA in 19?3 to ly^+Y, 
119-2212, BOfile unknown. This file 
derogatory regarding this Individual. 


This individual 
Ida 


date of birAh 


lai 

1 who was 
new xorK file 



bl 

b2 

b7C 

b7D 


£ 


i 



.cts nothing 

wj 


il. Bombay, I 




American Vice Consul, Bombay, India. This 
Individual appears to be identical with the subject of 
Hew York file 124-1560, BCflle 124-2654, who was an 
applicant for the European Recovery Program. The file 
contained no derogatory information regarding this 
individual 


Cm 



Mb* ^ 


American Consul, Bombay, India. There are 
no references in £h.e gqw York Office identifiable with 
this individual 
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t=m : ' 


£ 



American Consul and Principal Icoruweic 
Officer, Bombay, India. There are no reference# in ^ 
the Ken York Office identifiable with this individual/g) 


(u 




Secretary in the Foiltical Section of the 
Unite d States Baba say in Mew Delhi, India. The name 
of lwaii aantloned in a telephgie vi z A /M 

eonveraatlon of l T on 5/2/46./to') 








United States Information Agency, India. This 
individual is the subject of New York 123-3*09* Bureau 
file 123-5107. The file reflects that he wee apparently 
invited to a reception at the Soviet Consulate in 
San Francisco, California, in June 19*5 .j 



gfffiHBKflS 





It Is not being suggested by the Hew York 
Office that any of the above individuals warrant a 
full scale investigation at this time as there is no 
available information which would justify such an 
investigation./JftA 

The Mew York Office does feel, however, that 
the informtion set out in this letter does Indicate 
that some additional investigation should be made at 
this time* jtorjkttft wson mowing leads are 
set forth, 
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LEADS! 

WA 3HXMQTCM FIELD 

At Washington, 




1, Hill attempt to discreetly verify 
CHARLBS WHKKLKR WATER 1 * employment as a writer and 
if possible, determine If he has any additional 
employment. Will also verify his residence afc t r,x/j.\ 
2428 Tracy Flaoe Northwest, Washington, 

2. Will oheck records of the tinted 
States Department of State to determine If any of 
the following Individuals are still employed by the 
State Department or any other government agency and 
if so, w here )\4 


(u\ 


bl 

b7C 


3* While ohed&ng record* of the United 
States Department of State, attempt to determine 
reason for TOAYKR * s leaving employment with the State 
Department .\ Wmih 


4. Will check records of CIA to determine 
if CHARLES WHEELER THAYER, bom 2/9/XO, Villan 
Pennsylvania, was ever employed by this agency 


ermine / 

T4>af‘ 


a) 
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UNITED STATES GO INMEN Y 

Memorandum 




In view of the above, WFO plans to make additional 
limited inquiry concerning subject which will include 
establishing his current employment and residence, as well 
as discreet contact with sources having knowledge of homo¬ 
sexual matters in the Washington, D. C., area. Upon receipt 
of results of such inquiry, same will be analyzed to deter- 

l^on,appears appropriate. 



Bureau 
1- WFO 




mine whatever further action appears appr< 

^CLASSIFIED w ■ 

*• 

• 


TJjpac 

(3) 



% 


3 ? 


E5 MAR 30 1964 




kacimm 



















| Conclusions ftegarding[ 

U i- 







As previously set out in reflet, 10/21/63* investiga¬ 
tion conducted to date reflects: /jjfawkflftw 

1. paring period 1933 to 1953 CHARLES THAYER 
held various positions with the United States Department 
of State in an overseas capacity including at least seven 
years service in the United States Embassy in Moscow 
(political section). /i£\ | wfb(\A 


bl 

b7C 

b7D 



2. THAYER reportedly was strongly pro-TITO and pro- 
Russia during his service with OSS in Yugoslav** '$l‘./44 to 

1945 )./ k ) 



4. THAYER was the father of an llllgitimate child. 


5* THAYBS'.'Has reported to be a homosexual.. 

(u\ 








RaWFOlet, 1/23/64, reflects! y*i^) 



bl 

b7C 

b7D 


4 # The United Stages Department of statey 
considerable derogatory information, was hard put to 
rid of THAYER mainly beoa ufta he wftfl Bf.mnn-w mmner»t 


despite 
get 


2 °; 


ad by 

J0*& 


(bo > 


5. THAYER admitted to the United State'S Depart¬ 
ment of State that he had engaged In a homosexual act with 
a minor while under assignment in Afghanistan (1942 - 


1943)* 

<4 


(U 

^Conclusions Regarding CHARTS TlUYEiT j^^ 

Although THAYER is currently reported to be a 
free lance writer who has not been employed by the State 
Depai'tment since 1953* it is obvious that he still has some 
access through relatives and farmer associates to high level 
State Department information,/5{\ tyr&YUJ 




While the NYQ feels that the facts concerning 
CHARLES THAYER iihich have been developed to date indicate 
that further consideration should be given to mating him 
a suspect for one of the important American polltlcal-type 
agents that the KGB reportedly have in the United States* 
ttaia decision is being left to the discretion of WFO as THAYER 
resides in Washington, P«C 





4L 


.At, 


b'.L 


3D 


T3H332 


SECRET 


action 


;YO does not oontewplot# taking eny other 
re &rd5ng T In connection with Instant Invent! nation# 


(U\ 
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SECRET 


©T&OTt 










On 8/28/58, 1 

the Los Angelek,Office ax, 
information: ftp 


Jwas interviewed by 
’urnished the following 


He had last seen OLGA THAYER In April, 1956, In NYC, 
At that time she had Just quit' her Job with the French , 
Consulate in NYC and was seeking employment » 



|_llndlcated that at the time, the offices of 

M Amerika M wage set up in NY for publication of this magazine 
in Russia,/The Soviets requested a complete list of everyone 
employed on uhls magazine* As he recalled it the y came 
hank and asked for further particulars concerning! | 


He also recalled that apparently during the last 
meeting with! lln April, 1956/she had ment loned._that__.ai 


P 9 - If ## 1 * 1 

SECRET 



k 





SECRET 


said something to the effect that if the FBI did not leave 
her alone she was going to go down to the Soviet embassy 
and request repatriation to Russia. I Isa id he had been 
amazed at this outburst ai^/iad told | | 

to talk like this. fa) N f&m) 

r m 

THAYER was interviewed on 10/13/55. A number of 
discrepancies with known and alleged facts were noted. However, 
Inasmuch as 3he was unable to identlfv__a f number of key 
individuals mentioned ir | ^ Jnjr ormatlcn, it^w as >3r Jr/ 

beleived she was probably not iqenoical ~Wlth| &s)r^<>YlK 











bl 




2 I- H atarted her employment with OWI 

nn ^ /i /iik . p davs prior tn the info rmation furnished by. 

I THAVkH sotthla Jobmainly through 



]f 5 J® 7 i£f 5 




;he name[_ 
waa assoc: 


in. the 3/14/^5> .oil ormation furnis hed by 
I the close proximity of the name[ 

m _. . .. » i< i.U a 4- fVn i a 




DOC p I'UAilUi " ■ .-« 

lmlght suRgest that thxs inciLviduai 

r 

*1 V. « 


b All known suspects in this case could be 
„-< MiimpfniiR rtmintfl Lncludinw the prime suspect 





b7C 





[ 


3 ?) 


SECRET 


On the other hand, ! H was described by a/ a 
number of persons as being close-mouthed but who apparentlyly^J 
was quite familiar with what was going on around 



It is noted that he apparently had no contact'WTtm 
her during the period April, 1956, to August, 1958 2nd that 
in Sep tember. 1958 , sometime after his interview with Bureau 
Agents ! [ proposed that he would be willing to meet with 
THAYER in a controlled meet to determine it he could obtain 
additional information from her. This proposal was turned 

down - @0 WgfwA 

hn^t.her with the 
indicate that I _ 

THAYER. (k) ~ 


Polygraph readings mljdit 


bl 

b7C 

b7D 









After a careful review of all available information, 
wvo feels that there is still a good possibility that 
\ X,M — leould be Identical with the above unsub. Due to 

Mil in^C.m^ ontalned ^“^rSiuional 

SS? S Si: 0 "” 111 * 

to make a positive l li c m,uit uu^u *P e . basiB 01 

known information, fcy*rf}c*J W)'X 'Xm® 

The NYO feels, therefore, that the facts do n^. 
warrant the reopening of thLs case at this time. 


-13- 


r 












In the event additional information Ib developed 
reflecting THAYER may have been a contact of the Soviets, so/, foYMJ 
consideration will be given to opening a case on her.QSJl^ vr'- 

f^ 

SECRET 1 V#* 







oerio, foi 10 . 
mat ism edition 

GSA GEN REG NO J7 


UNITED STATES G- iRNMENI 





^ ^ 1/23/64 sets forth, . 

tain data concerning subject THAYER oouainea xrom lues or sna Spe- 
cial Investigations Branch (SIB), Office of Security, U. S. Depart- 
ment of State (source to be concealed) which is in addition to pre- 
vious data set forth in subject's LGE and SM-C cases. Relet stated 
A no effort was made to fully review tne voluminous SIB file in the 
\ absence of a specific request from NYO. 


ft 


KWf.hgT- r.fltr{flT.r n-r f.i 


Las been conducted by SA f 


la Jm. .. „ 

I , data from which is set forth 


v, 
\ > 


\v oei 
/Vwhi 
sta 


below. This represents a brief summary of portions of the SIB file 
which, although it is mostly of an administrative nature concerning 


te Department's handling of subject's case, is believe 


to be of 


7 r> 


interest inasmuch as: (1) it includes additional data pe 
and enlarging upon rather extensive FBI investigation co 
subject's LGE and SM-C cases; (2) it includes certain all's_ 
which are at variance with information previously developed 
-LGE and SM-C investigations, including contradictions,/by persons 
interviewed, of information previously attributed to wiem; ) it 
includes correspondence concerning change made in subject's \ _ 

form at State Deoartment as to the reason for his resignation, to- 
ther with (I 4 .) the alleged possible effect of this change on the 
,<*1 State Department's security program in general; (5) it touches on 


a oexow: 


-MK 1 





subject's belief that (State*Department! security personnel inter- 
fered with his efforts to obtain subsequent employment elsewhere; '' gJ 
and (6) it includes information of possible relevance to the current 

S-R matter. Information from SIB is set forth below: , . .... 

o / /i >///> 

^_ imyTnrj 
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b6 

b‘7C 

b7D 


statement to that effect.” 

1 1 that he had known TH 

»»lrnftw definitely thatl 

I letter furx 

that 


1 


etter 




untrue.. 


states he told 
about 18 years and 

jiitely that ! [ statement was 

rletter further stated he was told by 
Tie would regret his lack of cooperation; and 


]asked him slanted questions and tried to 


also tha„. - 

trick him into making a derogatory statement concerning 
THAYER. 

SIB files indicate that a Departmental Loyalty 
Security Board considered subjects case 10/31/49 and found 
there were no reasonable grounds to believe that he was 
disloyal to the Government of the United States or a security 
risk to the Department of State. 

SIB files contain a communication, classified 
"Confidential," stating subject was interviewed 4/14/51, at 
which time he categorically denied that he was a homosexual, 
that he had the reputation of being a homosexual, or that 
he had knowingly associated with homosexuals. He voluntarily 
submitte d to a nnlvp-rnnh exami na ti nn I — 


_J\^W»bject reportedly 

mili nu Wft6 blig ht haVd starCeTrtrmors and spread 

gossip to discredit him. It was further stated he emphatically 
denied residing at 120 East 95th Street, New York City, for 
approximately six months in 1916— and bran ded the whole //T 
report concerning him as a lief 


HOW . 

uaded the whole /fa 

](U) 


M 


SIB files contain a memorandum/ classified 
"Confidential," dated 5/12/51, from ^mCROLSGSot the 
Office of Securit.au which states that steveraT^weeks before, 

when subject was in'Washington, NICHOLSON discussed homosexual*-- 

with him, and subject emphatically denied he was a homosexual ! 

^nr ..lv* '/•»*1” ‘ N * /*' -•> - J f • U- -.1* 

HUMELSINE VTi 

Xujmlsjied 


The latter memo states further that Mr 


,>r----- JLUV V VV* - 

and wTrwiT.s rw intpryinwedl t whn had i 

informati on I _ , -— 

[as indicated in his report dated 7/22/48. 


NICHOLSONLs 
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memo states that l _l story as related to HUMELSINE 

and NICHOLSON was at variance in several Important reSPSCtP 

w-tth the Information previ ously furnished by |—^-1- 

I 1 tJTnnnT.snN's J memo quoted | 

'as stating that when he an d|_lwent to subject's 

apartment at 1762 K Street, N.W., he was only in the living 
room, he was not in the bedroom, nor could he see the 
bedroom, and he did not see sub ject. and the » 

in bed. It was stated further that]_Jtold HUMELSINE 

and NICHOLSON that subject and the Army Lieutenant were xuiiy 
clothed with the exception of neckties and coats. I 

lwas also quoted as stating that he did not know how maliy 
bedrooms there were in the apartment or whether or not there 
were other persons in the apartment who might have remained 

in the bedro om while he andj_I talked with subject. 

I Hwas further quoted as saying that this account 


was true, arm th„ 

between |_ 

had been re porte 
stated that I 
showed thn t hljsl- 
correct 1 


I was JIUl uuv* - >> -- - . 

.nH that a pparently there hnrt hnun a h i l aunder standing 

land |if I _[statement 

eported a ny differently. NICHOLSON’S memo further 

1 1- lwas given a polygraph test which 

t'uc al.f ei.ent to HUMELSINE and NICHOLSON was 

__t u ) 

NICHOLSON* s memo further stated that wh 
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I 




is 


iejs~ 


SIB filq£ contain a- copy ot a men 6, cmasiii^ 
- w.nrit v Tnformatton.'■!_dated 12A7/ftl| f v$n . — 


Security suo-^ommittee. ■’ In this 
12/12/51 he returned a call of a Mr^CONNO 
who was unavailable, thereafter resume 


"Tngmrv ^ro« u.s. senate 
this menpfl. 1 Is tated that on 

and CONNORS. 


] 


Imemo stated that, after es tablishing that 


' “ | Department of Stated "Mr. 

CONNORS then asked me to verify a statement which he had in 
his possession. He read the statement which in essence 
nurnorted to be one I allegedly had made w hen serving as the 




Pfebortea ior duty on woiiuay gonmrgg rpogrng miti ua ^ 8 ^ 

and when queried would reply that he had had a terrific week 

end with 1 CHARLIE* THAYER; that this occurred whenever - 

* CHARLIE* THAYER was in town; and that sin ce! ^ verges" ' 

^ of homosexuaLityT'THAVEU was a nomos^uu L.l H 


[ 


ij f^rwlv di*rHg>d this Abatement. 


M 

-it f .t .. 


\ 

«-<.« I. 


--LL J 


1 I memo further stated he told CONNOkS he tiadT 

I ■ I ■■■<■ ■ .mn a J kano ko rl ha cH a for 


never aet'or ThoU THAYER and would have ^ ^asis for 
making such statement. The me mo indicated he 
was quite possible foi l_ l to have mentioned THAYER by 

name at some time or ntner . aa 
other Individuals. I 


i tv/ aiv ——— 

«« ho did the names of mm 


T! y, ofatod that thu s, it was not beyond the realm of F 

possibility for I fe o have mentioned Mr. THAYER s name[^ 
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SIB files contain an item classified "Confidential - 
Security Information," marked "Rationale," which states, in 
oart. that on 6/9/52 the Loyalty Security Board, based on 
a further consideration of the additional evidence, found that 
there was no reasonable doubt as to subject s loyalty to 
the United States or, except for allegations of homosexuality 

which the Board had been instructed cons if e £» 

his security risk in the Department of State, It was stated 
that the question of suitability with respect to allegations 
of homosexuality was determined administratively in a memo 
dated 2/18/52 which stated that "during the period of 
consultation he was thoroughly interrogated and . d 

investigated regarding these allegations and it was determin d 
that no*grounds exist to substantiate the allegations. It 
was further stated that these developments were fully discussed 
with Mr. HUMELSINE. who concurred with the findings. It 
was indinntari that- s\rt>ject returned to his post in Bonn, 

Germany! \(Ul) 


SIB files contain a memo classified f, C°n£i de, jtial - 

Security Information" dated 4/27/53, from "PER/LSB ~ t JOHN.W, 

alPES" to "SCA - Mr. McLEOD," re "Suitability Cases. 

THTBngemo states that "In the case of CHARLES WHEELER THAYER, 
the Board had recommended" administrative handling of ???+ 
issue of homosexuality on 6/23/50. It further states that 
on 2/18/52 the Board was advised by the administrative 
authorities that after thorough interrogation and further 
investigation it was determined that no grounds existed 
to substantiate the allegation of homosexual.ity.Itwas 
stated that on 6/6/52 Mr. HUMELSINE (P^su^ly^JUISL^H. 
HUMELSINE, ) instructed SIPES 

^eloard that it should not consider the issue of 
homose**fTity in making its determination, inasmuch as that 

issue had been determined "favorably to Mr. - b J h t 

expert examination. This latter memo further stated that 
on 6/9/52 the Board gave Mr. THAYER the following qualified 
clearance* "• . • the Loyalty Security Beard finds that 
there is no reasonable doubt as to the employee’s 
the Government of the United States, or, except for a negations 
of homosexuality which the Board has been instructed bythe^ 
Deputy Under Secretary for Administration not to consid®*— 
to his security risk to the Department of State. . . * 


7ZZY 
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SIB files contain a copy of a telegram, classified 
"Confidential - Security Information,” and further marked 

V ,"For HUMELSINE Eyes Only," dated 6/18/52, fromgra^stateiT^ 
Ni' "MURPHY." to the Secretary of State. The telegram states. I 

y X, ~“ — ' 5 f * A () |--— 

"Following froK)_ 

"Reference WIROM 507 

"I thought I had made my views on THAYER clear. 

I know you understand my reluctance to do or say anv±h±iu£. 
that might injure unfairly the character of anyone.! 


b2 

b7D 



w 


"To answer your question, did I or do I now (rpt now) 
have any reason To Relieve THATOR not loyal to U.S., I never 
believed he was disloyal, nor do I have any reason to think 
so at this time. My dissatisfaction with him had to do 
with what I believed his difference of opinion with mine as 
to a forceful and determined attitude in our dealing wi 
^Russians. I believed in that course oi action and l did 
not (rpt not) feel, when he served me as interpreter, that 
he shared my views and, consequently did not (rpt not) 
translate accurately the emphasis which I made in my r e“ ttrks 
to the In father words, that he was pull g y 


.othe] 

b) 


punches. 

M A5 ' T j g ave ~^indlcated before, THAYER was associated 
with me for a short time, the length of which * 

SfrS>j3 w 


to replace him by another interpreter. 

ut deenlv regret, as you must realize, the necessity 
of making these observations, but ycj ......nr.+ns-py sincere 

views and I have given them to you. 


uujfr cor 

Jy> 


C“) 


SIB files contain a memoranHumT^cIassified’Personal 
and Secret," dated 2/24/53, addressed to "O h " of 

CARLISLE H. HUMELSINE. This memo sets ^^ fl a t ®"^ y b eing 
various details of subject’s case. It states that on ueing 

questioned at length, subject told HUMELSINE un ®^ u ^° C gl^L d 
that he had never performed a homosexual act. It was stated 

that during ?he questioning he didvolunteer, however, th - 

in one instance in 1934 when he had been too drunk to knon 



77TT 
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bl 

b2 

b7D 


what was happening, a native boy in Afghanistan 
performed an act on him. It was stated that **■?£.* 

this possibility, subject categorically stated that he had 
no way of knowing whether this act had occurred, because of 
his state of inebriation, but that if it had occurred, it 
had been through no desi ne nf his nnr .-willful or knowing 
acquiescence on his part. fU. j 

HUMELSINE’s memo further states subje ct mThflftfliifintl , 
took a nolveraoh test, for which he volunteered,|_ 



The memo from HUHELSINE further stated that as a 

result of this inquiry, he noti fied rubiest that h e w a£- 

an emplpvee in good sta nding. 1____— 


Jhere had been/cfof 


indication of homosexual or loose moral conduct during^such 
period* HUMELSINE* s memo expressr- 1 —“ l ~ L f>n that tnis 

surveillance should be continued, 
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Among Items of correspondence in Sie xnes from q ^ 
subject concerning his case it was noted that in a I®**®* 
dated 5/26/51 he indicated he had just spent five days at f * 
i^psychiatric ctin?c with the Chief of the Swiss Army Psychology 
,Service, undergoing examination, including use of pentothal, 
to disprove any charges of abnormality on his *?J: he 

file is a copy of a medical certificate by Dr. RIGGENBACH, 
whose credentials as listed indicated him to be, among 
other things, Chief of the Psychological Service of the 
Swiss Army# The certificate indicated subject was examined 
for five diys, 5/16 - 20/51, and the doctors had not been 

able to discover the slightest proof or the 
indicating homosexual tendencies "in the instinctive life 
of Mr, THAYER" (this phrase translate^ from the French). , h 
It was indicated this certificate wj^ an enclosure with a „i_. 
letter from U.S* Senator JOSEPH sJfCLARK dated 3/lX/fitX. 


U 


u 


bl 


b2 


files contain a memorandum dated 1/5/i 


h 


urn X 

SjUj hich guubiuu «* iuvwv*w«—- —• • , » 

DENNIS A^FLINH* ^Director of the Office of Securi ty, siting 

separa VOTM thh «{««« 

State 3/26/53, at which time, in accordance® i1; k ®**stlng-— 

regulations, a statement of the reason for his separati n 
^fset fSrth on a form, FS-349, as follows: "To avoid 
preferment of charges affecting suitability for further 
Government employment." The memo states that during the late 
Summer and Fall of 1954,, considerable correspondence was 
exchanged among CHARLES ^ALTZMAN, who by that timej^ 

Deputy Under Secretary of State for Administration, ihas , 

US. Ambassador JAMES E. DUNN (elsewhere^ dg s offit THAYER s 
father-in-law); and U.S. A^?j|ador Cg|g^, S^fcBflSI*65 
(elsewhere referred to asTSAYffiPs brother-in-law). It was 
it»t«d that as a result of this personal correspondence 
emanating from subject THAYER, in which he charged, in essence, 

that he was being pursued by the State De P? rtm ®“ t g i?, r |i AN 
private life, and alleged pressures brought upon SAI.TZMAN 
by DUNN and BOHLEN, SALTZMAN, in a memo dated 11/8/54*,direct 


- 10 - 
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that subject's Form FS-349 be amended to read as follows: 
’•Resigned when advised by the Under Secretary of State for 
Administration that he would be charged with misconduct 
arising from his admission of an affair, while married, with 
another woman. Upon being informed by the Under Secretary 
of State for Administration that this was considered 
sufficient to warrant separation from the service, Mr. THAYER 
offered his resignation as there was no need for a hearing 
as there was no argument about the facts." 



of morals with the opposite sex which he did not believe 
were at issue for the purpose of the memo**; also, that there 
was of record certain other derogatory information of a 
non-morals security nature contained in the file, all, or 
the major portion, of which was available to the FBI, 

FLINN’s memo further states that in a communication 
to SALTZMAN dated 7/27/54 subject took up the matter of the 
denial by the Department of Defense of his accreditation as 
a correspondent for "Reporter" magazine in Germany, it being 
subject's assumption that the Department of State had played 
a part in this. FLINN, in his memo, stated that the 

SECRET 
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Department of Defense had made a national agency check and 
undoubtedly had got information concerning subject contained 
in a 38-page FBI report dated March, 1953, had denied accreditation 
to subject without regard to any contact with the Department 
of State. It is further stated that the State Department's 
Office of Security was never approached by the Department of 
Defense in this matter. 

FLINN's memo further states that in a letter dated 
9/16/54 subject advised he had an offer of an interesting 
research job from the Institute of International Studies at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; subject concluded 
that it appeared as though the "Security boys have thrown a 
roadblock" in this connection. FLINN's memo states that this 
likewise, was not done by the Office of Security. 

The FLINN memo further states that Ambassador DUNN, 
in interceding in subject's case, refused to accept 
appointment as Ambassador to Brazil, because he had lost 
faith in the Department of State because of the way it had 
treated subject. FLINN, in his memo, stated that Ambassador 
BOHLEN did not go this far, and, in FLINN’s opinion, presented 
a true statement of the facts as to what occurred in his, 

BOHLEN's, office. However, FLINN’s memo expressed the thought 
that it might well have been that LOURIE did not wish, in the 
presence of BOHLEN, a relative of subject's by marriage, 
to touch on the matter of the homosexual act attributed to 
subject. It was FLINN’s opinion that the real issue in the 
case appeared to be that preferential treatment was given to 
subject which to FLINN's knowledge had not been extended to 
other individuals who resigned in lieu of charge#. FLINN 
felt that subject, in effect, had had the opportunity to 
choose to admit to adultery in lieu of a considerably broader 
charge involved. 

FLINN's memo stated that there was another factor 
involved in this matter which was not of record but which 
he thought had a bearing on the security program in general, 

FLINN had just completed a visit to a number of posts abroad, 
and it was his observation that subject’s case had been a 
cause celebre of those foreign service officers who had 
known and'worked with subject; they criticized the security 
program for removing an officer from the service on the 
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grounds of adultery; they pointed o ut, in this connection, b6 
j M - | ^ was flINN* s opinion b7C 

that the change m the wording of subject’s FS-349 form, 
mentioned above, would have the result that many foreign 
service officers would be saying "I told you go ." 

FLINN’s memo stated that at no time during the 
correspondence among SALTZMAN, DUNN and BOHLEN was "this 
office” consulted as to an opinion as to the implications 
or effects of changing the Form FS-349, 


It is noted that a prior memo from FLINN in the 
State Department SIB file, dated 10/12/54, specifically 
instructs that under no circumstances are inquiries from 
other agencies in this case to be answered; in all instances, 
the file is to be referred to Mr. SALTZMAN 1 s office with a 
notation as to the agency interested and the nature of their 
interest. It was stated this instruction was prompted by 
the completely unsupported assumption that the Office of 
Security (of the State Department) was responsible for the 
pursuit of subject subsequent to his separation from the 
State Department. 


SIB files contain a memoySated 10/28/59 prepared 
"by OFO at request of W0B.” This memo states that in 
March, 1953, it was decided during a meeting attended by 
BOHLEN, LOURIE, and JOHN Kj fegSSL /Uire^tQr_gf w ^tJie_Stgte 
Department’s Office oTSecWity, that subject’s resignation 
IsTCSuT a letter was sent by the 
Department of State to subject, who was then in Munich, Germany, 
advising him to present a formal resignation letter indicating, 
as the reason, that he wished to devote his time to writing. 

It was also decided that in connection with any public 
inquiries, this desire to write would be given as the reason 
for the resignation, in order to prevent any public damage 
to subject’s reputation. It is stated in the memo that no 
promises were made or implied to subject that this would also 
appear as the reason on his official Journal action in his 
personnel record; it is stated that, in fact, the letter 
from the Department of State given to subject indicated that 
the Department of State intended, to institute proceedings 
against him to separate him fawtf misconduct pertainii 
morality but was allowing him the opportunity to 
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■i 


—-—- -1 Mexico City. It was Indicated 

I I stated he recalled that about November, 1944, at the 

can military mission in Belgrade, in, connection with the conl j.- 

nation by the TTT-Q government of the| i, t-i-1- 

C 

^/.^H Sald . ? ^ ^ al^oted^ ttaunrthat^l^off 1- 
® tnirt him —"1 6m va^y scftry, but this is a matter that has no¬ 
ting to dowith themilitary^mis s ion, and you have to await the 
American Embassy. In IS days an American mission will come 

Italy.” 

The American officer then was said to have asked,"What 

sald to have asked I > y he had not been in the army 

fighting 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


UXU r 

an blent, from 1 


< l A l * ^ ' 

g-j-g -P-t 1 a a (?fr.^5Tr T n ftiirff/ nf « Tetftflr-dflfrflfl ? /19/l l fl , t . Q . 


*t 


"said tha£ 
tlon on a 


the heal purpose oi his vial' 


iHIOi 




quoted ! 
homosexual 


case 


estigatlng. I 

9 11 1 know CBSHEE3 

ancT'so do'you and I want you to make a 


j 


e was inve 
as saying 


He reportedly 

J ITCTrfn informs- 
letter further 
EH is a 
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On 3/26/53 the American Consulate General in Munich announced 
publicly that subject had submitted his resignation, giving 
the reason that subject, who had published a number of books, 
would devote his time to writing. 

This "OFO" memo further states that thereafter, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Federal Personnel 
Manual, a statement was entered on subject s FS-349 giving 
the reason for his resignation as "To avoid preferment of 
charges affecting suitability for further Government 
employment." It is stated that this form, though unclassified, 
is not public information but is available to other government 
agencies. 

The "OFO" memo further states that soon thereafter, 
unfortunately, Mr. LOURIE (mentioned above as Under Secretary 
of State for Administration), during an appearance before the 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee (headed by Senator 
MCCARTHY), used the term "morals" in referring to the reason 
for subject’s resignation, which brought about public speculation 
that subject was separated for homosexual activity. The memo 
further discusses subject’s subsequent chargee that the 
security organization of the State Department was jeopardizing 
his career, and the exchange of correspondence resulting 
therefrom. It notes that it is the State Department s 
policy, in replying to inquiries from private employers, 
not to give the reason for a person’s resignation except to 
state it was personal; that in subject’s case, a private 
employer would be informed that he resigned to devote himself 
to writing, and that in addition it might be said that at 
the time of his resignation there was no question of his 
loyalty to the United States. 

It is noted that when subject resigned from the 
State Department, he was Consul General at Munich. 
personnel file was sent to the Federal Records Center, St. 

Louis, Missouri, in October, 1954. 

Concerning subject’s marriages, State Department 
SIB files contain a communication! ninnnifind, Confidential 
setting forth the following data: 


*1 ' 


b2 
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I \y 


f'lAIS i A,, 

xonuwrrm 


to 



i y „- 

MarriW 10/117^5, VieW, AHife ti 1 TtT, -- . 

MARIWETRUCCI. <SIB files indicate her 

fSf^fflTian Ambassador to Mexico at 

one time.) 

Divorced 5/27/49 on grounds of desertio n, at 
Norristown, Pa. Action uncontested by 
( nubiert f R wifgrt 


7\ 



Married o/.u>u Ur -» n - —-—» 7-. 

CYNTHIA DUNN&OCHRANE (daughter °f x Ambassi 

JAMES B HUM/-“ ^ y [. i | j - • * 

_r 

Among correspondence appearing in the SIB file is- 
a letter from subject’s father-in-law, Ambassador DUNN ,... 
which mentions that after leaving the State Depart ment, ..J \ 

subject and his wife, CYNTHIA, spent some time in f“ i. 

where subject wrote some articles for publication 

If pAfUMfl)! s 1 -IAlf sy 

SIB files'contain a^CTr^URgSlN of the 
Office of Security from Mr. FORD, of the sSEeoffice, dated 
12/30/53, which states that ED WILBER, of SecretaryWAIL S 
office, had been of the opinion that ^ 


/ l ‘L 


rt.wi 


w 


of America New York, was in possession *o? information 
c^U^nlnl sffi^r^ich might not have been uncovered by 
the FBI or the Office of Security investigation.^^ f y 

SIB files contain a memo dated y/zL/S&jt rom 
hfwnts A FLINN. Office of Security, stating that Mr. r » 

\MC LEOD advised on 9/18/54 that Mr. d ® -'** 

Senate^tnternal Security Committee had recently furnished 


A 




/ I. ^ 


l-' 
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information to MC LEO D with respgct/to a c onversation 


jp; 


,u 


,,/as quoted RH IlRVUlg lOlU HC MANUS that at the 
end oi tne war, when he was assigned to A u stri a^ subject 
was posted to his staff to be a Russian interp reter in ,, 

negotiations with the Soviets. | I reportedly 


stated that subject 
and ! l b 


performed in this capacity for a period, 
began to have a feeling that he was"being 
flim-flammed" by subject in interpretin g his statements i n a 
considerably milder tone than intended. I [ 

reportedly stated he secured another interpreter to sit in 
on an exchange with the Soviets, and found that his^statements 


took 


L 


uu au GAbUMugu n* vu ««v --—. 

were being watered down by subject, whereupon ! 
steps to have subject removed from this position, it was 
further stated that subsequently, while in the Far East, 
Ir eceived a query from former Secretary of 
State DEAft^kCHESON regarding his views 6h fldbj^ct ,^WT«h 

setting forth in substance, at least, 
the doubts raided in his mind by the above incident. It 
was stated that this answer to ACHESON apparently questioned 

subject’s competence, if not his integrity- Tt wqs furth er 

stated that as a result of this exchange,!-1 

received a reply from former Secretary ACHESON upbraiding 
him for his unfavorable evaluation of subject. 


SIB files contain a clipping from the ’'Washington 
Post" for 1/17/54, consisting of an article, "Spies in the 
Attic," by CHARLES W. THAYER, former State Department Aide. 

The article describes discovery of a concealed microphone in 
Spaso House, Moscow, where the U.S» Ambassador lived and had 
his private office. Efforts by subject and others to 
apprehend the person installing the microphone were described. 

A memo dated 9/10/58 in SIB files states subject 
reportedly was currently preparing a book to be published by 
Harpers', a portion of which would set forth information 
about the history of the Marine Guard program (for U.S. 
Embassies abroad). Subject sought, and was given, certain 
information about the Marines. 


A dispatch from the American Embassy, Moscow- 
classified "Confidential," in SIB files, dated 11/23/59 



b2 

b7C 
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states the Embassy had been kindly permitted by subject, 
author and former Foreign Service Officer, to make a 
transcript of his notes on recent conversations with a 
doctor Iron Smolensk, USSR. Subject at the ttme had an f 
assignment in the USSR as a writer for "Sports Illustrated. 

The doctor in the article described poor living^“^the 
in the USSR and was adversely critical of policies of the 
Soviet regime Iccording to'the article the doctor Indicated 
he was hoipafiXlia-U hompsexualitv being referred to by him as 
a sicknesa 


ipsexi 

M 


y~nffi nB frf M ia, 


Files oi”f 

State, reviewed by — —- 

a copy of a letter dated 5/10/55 to 
Herschelstr. 10, Munich, Germany, fromJdOTLl 


ried, 
ERSON, 


Herschelstr. 10, Munich, Germany, 

Deoutv Under Secretary for Administration^ in tfhich HENDERSON 

tettdr of April 7 J 

enclosing subject's proposed dispatch 

letter comments on subject's success with theSaturday 
Evening Post" and refers to several of his wen-written 
articles" which had appeared recently. ^.. Ji — •* 

Files of the Office of Security, U,S. Department 
of State, contain a 70-page article entitled "Germany ®. 
Aspirations in the East,” sent to the Department of State 
as an enclosure with a dispatch from the American Consul 
Sneral Munich, dated 10/11/55. It was stated that subject, 
who was* currently living in Munich, had written this paper 

a few months before as a study for the Ma ® s ^ h ^ setts . . . 

Institute of Technology, and had submitted it to a publish 
with the idea of expanding it into a book. 

Files of the Office of Security also contain a copy 
of a letter to subject from HENDERSON dated 5/9/56 replying 
to subjects letter of March 31. HEMBERSON' s letter stated 

he had not had an opportunity to make anystired™ S 
subiect* s suggestion about "acquiring assimilated retired 
e?5ic« status" from the Army in order to make use of post 
exchange privileges. The letter expresses the belief that 
subject '/suggestion that subject take the U P 

GeneraliGRUENTBER, is a good one, pointing out that General 
GR^IEMER^undOTbtedly would have better avenues of approach 
than would HENDERSON. 


' /' 


// 


-- / 
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Files of the o*-?4twr4f ^Security, U.S. Department of 
State, contain a memorandum, classified "Confidential," under 
date of 5/16/63^concerning a conversation between subject 
and Mr. R. jJlIARTENS of "EUR/SES, 'NjSUta^XtepaxtMAnt. The 
memo stat'6"eTstB'jecT‘was planning to visit Outer Mongolia 
in the Summer of 1963 and had asked what the State Department s 
views would be toward exploring with Mongolian officials the 
possibility of exchanges between the United States and the 
Mongolian Peoplete Republic. Subject reportedly said^e had 
also discussed this matter with Governor lAJEpiX. 

It was stated subject seemed to 15e thinking of exchanges in 
the field of the performing arts in addition to scholarly 
exchanges. No commitment was made by MARTENS during the 
conversation; also, subject was told that performing arts 
attractions would be a much more difficult kind of exchange 
to accept in the beginning unless recognition had already 
been extended or was contemplated, because this kind of 
exchange could very easily and quickly erode the non-recognition 
policy. Subject was informed that "SOV" and "FE would be 
in a better position to discuss with him the State Department s 
policy concerning exchanges with Outer Mongolia, but it was 
not clear whether tya nlnrmnri tn |take up the matter further 
with those offices. 


N j 

v y 


.take 

!C“) 


b2 


Files of the Office of Security, U.S. Department 
of State, contain an "Airgram" dated 7/5/63 from MALCOLM 
TOON, Counselor for Political Affairs, American Embassy, 

Moscow, concerning reception of CHARLES THAYER in Mongolia. 

This communication states that in a conversation with Embassy 
officers, subject told of his recent visit with a tourist 
group to the Mongolian People’s Republic. Subject reportedly 
noted that the Mongolian officials with whom he came in 
contact accorded him a cool reception, which he attributed 
to their desire not to encourage unofficial U.S.- Mongolian 
contacts while state relations remained unsettled. It was 
stated he encountered no personal hostility, however. 

Subsidiary reasons reportedly cited by subject for the 
Mongolians’ distant attitude were (1) the theft of a dinosaur 
egg from a Mongolian museum by a member of the tourist group, 
and (2) Mongolian displeasure with a 1962 Columbia Broadcasting 
System TV show about the Mongolian People’s Republic. It 
was stated subject was only ra»Ly allowed to take photographs. 
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b7C 



] ascertained on 4/30/64 



that files of the Passport Office, U.S. Department of State, 
indicate that CHARLES WHEELER THAYER was issued Passport 
Number D-610518 on 5/14/63, restricted with regard to Albania, 
Cuba, and those portions of China, Korea, and Viet-Nam under 
communist control. Subjects passport application dated 
5/13/63 showed his permanent residence as 2428 Tracy Place, 
H.W., Washington, D.C. He intended to leave from New York 
about 5/20/63 by air (Pan-Am) for an indefinite stay, to 
visit England, France, Germany, USSR, and Outer u <>ngoli:a. 

anwHnnti n n •»ndimted he was last m a rried In M a rc h-.—125 » 


to 


! 


De fecripi ' lOP m uuujmH m tub appimmiuTn v~-rt vstctt 
gray hair; blue eyes; no marks; occupation, writer. 

It was further noted that subject was issued 
Passport Number 4685 on 7/28/55 at Munich, Germany; his 
address on the application was Friedrich Herschelstr. 10, 
Munich, Germany. He indicated he resided in Spain and 
Germany from 1953 to the date of the application. He 
listed legal residence as Villanova, Pennsylvania. 

Proposed stay abroad: Indefinite. 

By letter dated 10/3/55 to the Secretary of State, 
subject requested that his Passport Number 4685 be 
validated for travel in the USSR and transit through 
Czechoslovakia and Poland. He indicated he was a free-lance 
journalist under contract with the ’’Saturday Evening Pos 
and desired to travel to the Soviet Union to write. 

Passport Number 4685 was valid for one round trip to USSR, 
Czechoslovakia, and Poland, dated 10/6/55. 

Passport Number 4685 issued 7/28/55was renewed on 
8/5/57 at Bonn, Germany, for two years. 

Subject’s Application for Registration dated 1/17/58, 
expired 7/27/59 at Munich, Germany, was also included in the 
■n».£«nort file - Inclu d ed in the registration were his wif e,- 


r 


7 ^ 
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Subject was issued Passport Number 188904 on 
7/17/59 at Munich, Germany, to expire 7/16/61* He indicated 
he had resided in foreign countries as a Foreign Service 
Officer from 1934 to 1953 and had resided in Spain and 
Germany from 1953 to date of application. Intended stay 
abroad: Indefinite. 

Photographs of subject, obtained from Passport 
Office 5/7/64, are being maintained as exhibit in WFO case 
file. 





WFO 100-20364 


Files of Special Investigations Branch (SIB), Office 
of Security, U.S. Department of State (conceal id entity . ffiE —. 
SIB. S tate Department, as source), reviewed by s ^ l 1 

I 13/14. 10/03. disclosed information to the effect # that 

r- 1 ' — y T Itold SIB representatives on 2/9/53 

1 h omosexual; he stated he engaged in 

heterosexual relations, and had also on 
, engaged in mutual masturbation with men; he said he was 

possibly bisexual. A handw ritten Tints in the records of 
^ SIB stated that on a PHS tdj I n - amed one CHARLES W. 

THAYER as a referencj \LJ\ J ' ..... __ 
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Tr | 1 ascertained 4/7/64 that files 

of the House Committee on Un-American Activities contain no 
record of subject. 


se I land tc I 

ascertained on 4/7/63 that no record of CHARLES WHEELER THAYER 
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The "Book Week 11 section of the ''Washington Post 11 for 
k/ 12 / 64 , Page 20 , contained a review of a book. Checkpoint, 
by CHARLES W. THAYER.oublished by Harper and Row. lhls 
indicates the book is a novel dealing with a tr 0 n 

concerning the American-Russian confrontation at the Berlin Wall. 


Xn view of information from State Department files, 
appearing above, to the effect that subject was endeavoring to 
obtain n assimilated" status as a retired IK S. Army officer, 
WFO will obtain results of check to determine whether subject 
currently has any military or qua si-mi lit ary s tqfrqs, pr^.or to 
considering advisability of closing this case.^ - 
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SAC, WFO (100-20364) (C) 
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CHARLES Y/tfEELER THAYER 
IS - R 
(00: WFO) 

ReNYlet to Bureau 2/12/6.4. 
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Olet 7/13/64 

ring in State Department 


N 


In view of information app- w . - 

files to the effect that in 1956 subject was trying to obtain 
"assimilated" status as a retired 0. S. Army officer, in order 
to make use of post exchange privileges, contact was made with 


post exchange office which covers the post exchanges at Ft. Myer, 
Virginia; Cameron Station, Alexandria, Virginia; and Ft. McNair, 
D. C. AMAN stated he knew of no such thing as "assimilated" or 
"simulated" Army reserve officer status, and indicated he knew of 
no one holding such status to obtain access to PX privileges. 


bl 

b7C 

b7D 


a 


Confidential Source[ 


who 


l a a fnrrngr Depart ment Foreign Service Officer, advised 

fi d | on 7/27/64 that among present and former 

fit-.ahft ben artment personnel with whom he was acquainted was subject. 

I said sub jects views have been expressed in his writings. 
It is | jbelief that subject is inclined to take a less 

firm line witn tne Russians than is the 
tion; however, there is no question in£ 
ject*s loyalty to the U.S. 


present U. 3. administra- 
Jmind as to sub- 
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